ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER OF THE
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE OF THE COURTS

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, and with the advice and consent of the

Administrative Board of the Courts, I hereby amend 22 NYCRR §202.70(g) of the Uniform
Rules of the Trial Courts (Rules of the Commercial Division of Supreme Court), by adding a
new Rule 3(b) providing for a settlement conference before a justice other than the justice
assigned to the case, as follows (new matter in bold type and underlined), effective July 1, 2016.

Rule 3. Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR); Settlement Conference Before a
Justice Other Than the Justice Assigned to the Case.

(a) At any stage of the matter, the court may direct or counsel may seek the
appointment of an uncompensated mediator for the purpose of mediating a
resolution of all or some of the issues presented in the litigation. Additionally,
counsel for all parties may stipulate to having the case determined by a summary
jury trial pursuant to any applicable local rules or, in the absence of a controlling
local rule, with permission of the court. '

(b) Should counsel wish to proceed with a settlement conference
before a justice other than the justice assigned to the case, counsel

may jointly request that the assigned justice grant such a separate
settlement conference. This request may be made at any time in the
litigation. Such request will be granted in the discretion of the
justice assigned to the case upon finding that such a separate
settlement conference would be beneficial to the parties and the
court and would further the interests of justice. If the request is

ranted, the assigned justice shall make appropriate arrangements
for the designation of a “settlement judge.”

A
ﬁ/ Administrativ%]udge of the Courts

AO/121/16

Dated: May 26, 2016



