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DEDICATION OF THE SECOND EDITION:
LORRAINE POWER THARP

We dedicate the second edition of the New York State Bar Associa-
tion’s Commercial Leasing treatise to the memory of Lorraine Power
Tharp, NYSBA’s 105th President and the third woman to lead the Associ-
ation. Before Lorraine was elected President of NYSBA, she was active
for many years in the leadership of Section committees, including the
executive committee, and served as Section chair.

The editor and authors of the Commercial Leasing treatise take pride in
honoring Lorraine’s many contributions to NYSBA and the legal profes-
sion.

“Lorraine strongly believed that making a difference was not only her
calling, but the duty of every attorney. She once said that every single law-
yer has the ability to help someone and to solve somebody’s problem.
Lorraine’s legacy is her resounding belief that every lawyer counts and
that every person counts, and she lived every day to pursue that higher
calling,” said Bernice K. Leber, who later served a term as president of
NYSBA.

Lorraine brought that philosophy to her term as president of NYSBA.
Our Association, she once said, is more than just a trade organization. It
must be the voice of the law, if it is to be the voice of lawyers. It must
advocate for the needs of the public. It must work to improve the lives of
people, to improve the judiciary, to improve the law itself. Lorraine
reminded us that a large part of the work of the law—to help directly
improve people’s lives—is being performed every day by small firms and
small-town attorneys, the “journeymen” attorneys. As president, she made
an effort to meet with as many of those attorneys as possible.

During her presidential term, 2002-2003, Lorraine created the Task
Force on Increasing Diversity in the Judiciary, the Annual Meeting Presi-
dential Summit, and the Special Committee on Animals and the Law. She
fought for an increase in the assigned counsel fee rate, adequate funding
for civil legal services, and the creation of a cutting-edge sexual harass-
ment policy for law offices.

A native of Massena, New York, Lorraine graduated from Smith Col-
lege and earned her law degree from Cornell Law School. She was the
first woman lawyer at McNamee Lochner Titus & Williams and its first
woman partner. She later became a partner of Whiteman Osterman &
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Hanna LLP, chairing that firm’s Commercial and Residential Real Estate
Practice Group.

In 2003, Lorraine received the Albany Law School's prestigious Kate
Stoneman Award. In 2004, she was named the New York County Law-
yers’ Association’s Outstanding Woman of the Bar.

Lorraine is missed. We dedicate the Second Edition of NYSBA’s Com-
mercial Leasing treatise to honor the memory of Lorraine Power Tharp.
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practice management.

Ms. Maratto has been practicing in the area of residential and commer-
cial landlord and tenant law in the City of New York for 15 years. She also
does real estate litigation, appellate work and transactional work.

Ms. Maratto is a frequent contributor to both legal publications and
continuing legal education panels. She has been a faculty member for
continuing legal education programs in the area of real estate for Law-
line.com, Lorman Education Services, the Association of the Bar of the
City of New York, the Practicing Law Institute, and the New York State
Bar Association, Real Property Section, Commercial Leasing Committee.
Ms. Maratto authored a manual on evictions in New York City for Lor-
man Education Services. Her five-part continuing legal education pro-
gram for Lawline remains one of that provider’s most popular programs.

She sits on the board of directors of Building Blocs, a not-for-profit
organization, and she has been honored by the Brooklyn Bar Association
Volunteer Lawyer’s Project.

Ms. Maratto received her B.A. from Union College in 1989 and her
J.D. from Brooklyn Law School in 1992.

JEFFREY A. MOERDLER, ESQ.

Jeffrey A. Moerdler is a member of the New York, Florida, Massachu-
setts and Washington, D.C. bars and is the New York Office Section Head
of both the Real Estate and the Communications Sections for the Boston-
based law firm Mintz, Levin, Cohn, Ferris, Glovsky and Popeo, P.C. Mr.
Moerdler has a general commercial real estate practice emphasizing leas-
ing, acquisitions, sales and financing of property as well as a unique prac-
tice in the overlap of real estate, telecommunications and technology—
which is the largest practice of its type in the country—handling hundreds
of telecom transactions involving thousands of properties every year. His
telecom real estate practice includes representing property owners and
telecommunications companies in all types of real estate transactions
serving the communications industry, including switch hotels, data cen-
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ters, inside building wiring, rooftop antennas, antenna towers, fiber optic
transactions and related matters.

ANDREW L. ODELL, ESQ.

Andrew L. Odell is a Partner in the International Practice Group at the
firm of Duane Morris LLD, concentrating in a wide range of international
corporate and financial transactions.

Mr. Odell is a Member and Officer of the American Foreign Law Asso-
ciation, Inc., an Immediate Past Chairman and Member of the Hong Kong
Association, Inc., an Officer and Director of the American Indonesian
Chamber of Commerce and a Member of the New York State and Ameri-
can Bar Associations. From 1980 to 1985, he served as Deputy Commis-
sioner/General Counsel for the New York City Commission for the
United Nations and Consular Corps and has authored numerous articles
on sovereign and diplomatic immunity.

Since 1985, Mr. Odell has been involved in a broad range of interna-
tional corporate and financial transactions involving South America,
Europe and Asia.

Mr. Odell graduated from Syracuse University in 1969 with a B.A. in
fine arts and received his J.D. degree in 1973 from St. John’s University.
Mr. Odell also attended L’ Universite€ de Poitiers, Poitiers, France.

ROBERT J. SHANSKY, ESQ.

Bob Shansky advises clients in a very wide variety of complex real
estate and corporate transactions, including acquisitions, dispositions,
financing, and development of commercial, industrial, residential, and
retail projects. Mr. Shansky was a Partner at Jones Day for 23 years and
has been actively involved in the Firm’s Corporate Real Estate Services
Practice since its inception.

In recent years, he represented a major financial institution client in
complex headquarters leases in New York City, affecting more than 2.5
million square feet of office space, and he continues to advise the client in
connection with its use of space and disposition of excess space. He repre-
sented JPMorgan Chase in connection with the sale of the 1-million
square-foot tower at 601 Travis Street, Houston, Texas, and the sale of the
office building at 349 Fifth Avenue, New York, New York; both transac-
tions involving leaseback of portions of each building. He was responsible
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for the real estate aspects of Osprale Management’s $2.8-billion acquisi-
tion of the ConAgra Trade Group from ConAgra Foods.

Mr. Shansky is a member of the American Bar Association (sections on
Business Law; Environment, Energy, and Resources; and Real Property,
Probate and Trust Law (Leasing Group Committee on Emerging Issues
and Specialized Leases and Retail Leasing Committee)), the New York
State Bar Association (Environmental Law Section and Real Property
Section, Commercial Leasing Committee), the Association of the Bar of
the City of New York, and The Real Estate Board of New York (Environ-
ment and Transportation Committees).

SCOTT SHOSTAK, ESQ.

Scott Shostak has more than 20 years of commercial real estate experi-
ence with a focus on commercial leases, landlord tenant relationships, and
real estate development, for both the private and public sector. He is cur-
rently a Counsel for the New York City Economic Development
Corporation (NYCEDC), where he negotiates and drafts commercial
leases—including office, warehousing, manufacturing, retail, and ground
leases—and advises management on commercial real estate issues. He
was formerly the Deputy General Counsel of the Brooklyn Navy Yard
Development Corporation; the Special Assistant Corporation Counsel for
the New York City Department of Citywide Administrative Services
(DCAS); and an Associate at Fischman & Fischman, where he litigated
residential and commercial landlord-tenant non-payment and holdover
proceedings and researched commercial lease issues.

He received his J.D. from Pace University School of Law and a B.A. in
Political Science from Vassar College. He also holds an M.B.A. in Fi-
nance, from New York University, Leonard N. Stern School of Business.

BENJAMIN WEINSTOCK, ESQ.

Benjamin Weinstock is a Senior Partner at the law firm Ruskin Moscou
Faltischek, P.C. in Uniondale, New York, and serves as co-chair of the
firm’s Real Estate Department. Over the last 25 years, he has distin-
guished himself as one of the foremost real estate attorneys in New York
State and is frequently sought after for his broad range of experience,
knowledge and skill. In addition to representation of the firm’s clients in
specific matters, Mr. Weinstock has been called upon to testify as an
expert witness in real estate matters.

XXV



Mr. Weinstock is a member of the legal advisory boards of Chicago
Title Insurance Company and First American Title Insurance Company of
New York and is a board member of C.W. Post’s Real Estate Practitioner’s
Institute. Mr. Weinstock serves on the Real Property Law Committee of
the Nassau County Bar Association, the Committee on Problems Affect-
ing Title and Transfer and the Commercial Leasing Committees of the
New York State Bar Association and the Real Property Law Committee of
the American Bar Association. He is also a frequent lecturer on real prop-
erty law matters on behalf of the New York State Bar Association and
other organizations.

Formerly the Deputy Village Attorney of the Incorporated Village of
Cedarhurst where he resides, Mr. Weinstock serves as the Village’s Dep-
uty Mayor. Governor Pataki named Mr. Weinstock to the New York State
Real Estate Board, where he was elected Secretary. He is one of 13 real
estate experts from across the state to serve on the Board.

Mr. Weinstock received his law degree cum laude in 1978 from Brook-
lyn Law School and his B.A. from Yeshiva University.

RUSSELL G. WOHL, ESQ.

Russell G. Wohl is Counsel at Patterson, Belknap, Wells & Tyler LLP
in New York City. He received his B.A. degree from the State University
of New York at Binghamton in 1986 and his J.D. degree from St. John’s
University School of Law in 1989.

Mr. Wohl is a frequent participant in the Advanced Commercial Leas-

ing Institute, Georgetown University Law Center and co-author of “Nego-
tiating the Major Office Lease.”
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