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However, interest is growing for 
legislation that would require video-
taping of custodial interrogations. The 
State Bar participated in a pilot pro-
gram that provided several police 
departments with equipment and 
other resources, which seemed to 
prove the advantages to videotaping 
interrogations in their entirety.

Kings County district attorney 
Kenneth P. Thompson will be the keynote 
speaker at the Summit. His office is inves-
tigating more than 100 claims of wrongful 
convictions in Brooklyn. Its conviction 
review unit has 10 prosecutors whose 
focus is entirely on those cases. 
Thompson has been able to exonerate a 
number of prisoners who were wrongful-
ly convicted in the 1980s and 1990s.

A related panel will be moderated 
by reporter Spencer S. Hsu of the 
Washington Post, who broke the story 
that flawed FBI lab forensic evidence 
might have led to the convictions of 
hundreds of potentially innocent peo-
ple in Washington, D.C.

Panelists include Zachary W. Carter, 
New York City corporation counsel 

and former U.S. attorney for the 
Eastern District of New York; Professor 
Brandon L. Garrett of the University of 
Virginia School of Law and author of 
“Convicting the Innocent: Where 
Criminal Prosecutions Go Wrong;” 
Gerald F. Mollen, Broome County dis-
trict attorney and president-elect of the 
District Attorneys Association of the 
State of New York; Professor Erin E. 
Murphy of New York University 
School of Law and a former attorney 
with the Public Defender Service for 
the District of Columbia; Frank A. 
Sedita, III, Erie County district attorney 
and president of the District Attorneys 
Association of the State of New York; 
and Barry Scheck, co-founder and 
director of The Innocence Project at the 
Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law.

Bridging the gap
The second panel will explore the 

generational mix of practicing attor-
neys—Gen Y, Gen X, Baby Boomers 
and Traditionalists—and how they are 
confronting the rapid changes in tech-
nology, the increased client demands, 

global competition and changing busi-
ness models. Panelists will also discuss 
best practices for how the generations 
can work separately and together to 
better serve lawyers and their clients.

“While the newest lawyers may not 
have the hands-on, daily, legal experi-
ence that we more seasoned lawyers 
have, they can contribute their enthusi-
asm and facility with the technology 
that is transforming the business envi-
ronment. We have much to learn from 
one another and a lot we need to col-
laborate on to improve access to jus-
tice,” said Lau-Kee about the need to 
openly discuss the profession’s current 
needs and suggest ways to move 
ahead.

The panel moderator will be Lauren 
Stiller Rikleen, author of “You Raised 
Us—Now Work With Us: Millennials, 
Career Success, and Building Strong 
Workplace Teams.” She is president of 
Rikleen Institute for Strategic 
Leadership and executive-in-residence 
at the Boston College Center for Work 
& Family in the Carroll School of 
Management.

Presidential Summit panels to explore wrongful convictions, generational differences
Continued from page 1

Panelists will include Michele 
Coleman Mayes, general counsel and 
vice president of the New York Public 
Library; Roy D. Simon, distinguished 
professor of legal ethics emeritus at 
Hofstra University School of Law and 
author of “Simon’s New York Rules of 
Professional Conduct Annotated;” and 
Deborah Epstein Henry, founder and 
president of Flex-Time Lawyers LLC 
and co-founder and managing director 
of Bliss Lawyers. 

Premier event
The Presidential Summit will take 

place during the Annual Meeting in 
New York City on January 28 from 2 to 
5 p.m. Attorneys who pay the general 
registration fee for Annual Meeting 
may attend the summit and will 
receive 3 CLE credits in areas of profes-
sional practice.

To register, go to www.nysba.org/
AM2015. u

Sears Doherty is State Bar News editor.

The Bar Around The Corner: New York State Trial Lawyers Association

Association Address / Phone: 132 
Nassau St, Ste 200, New York, NY 
10038; 212-349-5890
Web site: www.nystla.org
Founded: 1953
Number of Members: More than 3,500

Brief Association Vision: Our mis-
sion is to promote a safer and healthier 
society, to assure access to the civil jus-
tice system for those who are wrong-
fully injured, and to advance 
representation of the public by ethical, 
well-trained lawyers.

Brief History: More than 60 years 
ago, 20 trial lawyers who were con-
cerned that New York had no forum 
for plaintiffs’ lawyers founded the 
New York Association of Plaintiff’s 
Trial Lawyers in 1953. Originally 
meeting in each other’s homes, the 
group opened a one-room office and 
hired a single staff member in the 
early 1960s. 

Since then, the New York State Trial 
Lawyers Association (NYSTLA) has 
become a 3,500-member professional 
association. It is a respected and effec-
tive voice on legislative issues affecting 
the rights of negligence victims and is 
consistently ranked the leading con-
tinuing legal education (CLE) provider 
in the state.

What is your association’s most 
popular outing / social event? Our 
Law Day celebration is one of the big-
gest events of the year in our industry, 
as well as NYSTLA’s signature social 
event. More than 1,000 plaintiff attor-
neys, defense attorneys and members 
of the judiciary come together to cele-
brate the rule of law. 

What is your association’s most 
pressing concern regarding the legal 
profession? Over the last 20 years, 
there have been an alarming number 
of legal initiatives that threaten to 
unfairly limit the legal rights of 
injured New Yorkers at the city, state, 
and federal levels. We are committed 
to fighting those initiatives, protecting 
and increasing access to the civil jus-
tice system and ensuring New York’s 
victims have their right to a day in 
court.    

What are your association’s most 
important current project / initiative? 
NYSTLA defends the rights of consum-
ers and victims across the state, with a 
focus on protecting patients who have 
suffered preventable medical errors, 
ensuring accident victims have access 
to the care they need after a crash, and 
keeping the laws that protect workers 
on the job strong and comprehensive. 
Every year, NYSTLA works to make 

sure the voices of victims from across 
New York are heard in the public 
debate. 

NYSTLA values its ongoing rela-
tionship with the New York State Bar 
Assocation, which provides real oppor-
tunity for collaborative efforts on 
issues of mutual importance.  For 
example, in the Auqui decision, both 
organizations filed briefs with the 
Court of Appeals to prevent decisions 
as to causation and permanency of 

Association partners—The New York State Trial Lawyers Association held its “Partnership 
for Justice Gala” on November 19.  Left to right: NYSTLA Executive Director Lawrence Park, 
President Michael Levine, President-Elect Evan Goldberg, who also is a member of the New 
York State Bar Association’s Executive Committee.

injury at the workers’ compensation 
level from prohibiting a third-party 
action. 

Personal injury practitioners are 
encouraged to join NYSTLA and get 
involved in our campaigns to defend 
victims’ rights.  

The Bar Around The Corner is a project 
of the New York State Conference of Bar 
Leaders, www.nyscbl.org. u
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