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and legal services pro-
grams. 

This  long his tory 
includes aiding soldiers 
in completing docu-
ments as they entered 
the service from World 
War I to more recent con-
flicts; creating legal ser-
vices programs in coor-
dination with area civic 
organizations, including 
SCBA’s current award-
winning modest means 
matrimonial service; and 
public education ask-a-
lawyer programs and 
speakers. 

The Association has 
advocated for improve-
ments in court facilities 
and procedures in prac-
tice. Professional devel-
opment courses have 
been a part of the SCBA 
over its century of ser-
vice, including today’s 
annual real estate prac-
t ice  and trusts  and 
estates/elder law semi-
nars popular in the Capi-
tal District.

What is your associa-
tion’s most popular out-
ing/social event? The 
SCBA’s annual awards 
reception reflects the col-
legiality and mentoring 
aspects of membership, 
with award recipients 
often expressing appreci-
ation for the availability 
of other members in 
sharing their experience 

and knowledge, when 
they were beginning 
practice or entering new 
fields.

What is your associa-
tion’s goal for next 
month? Next year? A 
goal is to continue and 
enhance the Associa-
tion’s provision of ser-
vices and resources to 
assist members in their 
work. For example, we 
have established month-
ly “brown bag” CLEs at 
the county courthouse 
available at no change to 
members as a benefit 
and open to others at a 
fee. Membership out-
reach also is an ongoing 
goal.

What is your associa-
tion’s most important 
current project/initia-
tive? As this is our anni-
versary year, we have 
had the opportunity to 
share, at our May gala, a 
bit of its history and pro-
file the members of the 
bar who have shaped the 
Association. 

In reviewing accom-
plishments, we also are 
working to ensure the 

100 years— From left, Schenectady County Bar Association President Hon. Mark 
Powers, SCBA board member Jean Carney, Hon. Guido Loyola, Hon. Leslie Stein of 
the N.Y. Court of Appeals and Leonard Herman enjoy the festivities during the 
SCBA’s 100th anniversary.

Celebration—Then-President David P. Miranda was on 
hand to help Patricia L. R. Rodriguez, vice president of 
the SCBA, celebrate the bar’s 100th anniversary May 18.

The Bar Around The Corner: Schenectady County Bar Association

Association continues to 
present high-level CLE, 
practical resources and 
opportunities for men-
toring and networking; 
provide the experience 
of our members in com-
menting on and propos-
ing measures for the 
effective functioning of 
the legal system; and 
work to increase public 
education.

How has your mem-
bership over the years 
helped to improve your 
association? The SCBA 
membership, governance 
and committees include 
lawyers at various points 

in their careers, in differ-
ent settings and areas of 
practice. This strength-
ens the Association’s 
ability to identify and 
develop initiatives to 
meet the needs of the 
profession. A number of 
members, throughout 
the years and at present, 
are active in the commu-
nity in government and 
civic activities. u

The Bar Around the Corner 
is a project of the 
Committee for Bar Leaders 
of New York State.

Vision/Purpose. To 
promote col legial i ty 
among members of the 
bar, to advance educa-
tion within the profes-
sion, and to assist mem-
bers of the public with 
the legal system.

Brief History. Incor-
porated in 1916, the 
Schenectady County Bar 
Association (SCBA) has a 
long history of profes-
sional development and 
communi ty  serv ice , 
including continuing 
legal education, mentor-
ing, public information 

Pro bono rock stars—Fifteen of the 2016 President’s Pro Bono Service Award recipi-
ents were at the State Bar May 2, where then-President David P. Miranda and then-
President-elect Claire P. Gutekunst, co-chair of the President’s Committee on Access 
to Justice, recognized them for their service. [Photo by Marty Kerins, Jr.]

Dean’s Medal—Albany Law School Dean Alicia Ouellette, left, recognized then- 
President David P. Miranda with the Dean’s Medal for his exemplary contributions to 
the legal profession and the law school community. The medal was presented to 
Miranda on May 20 during the Albany Law School commencement ceremonies in 
Saratoga Springs. In his address to graduates, Miranda said that “as an Albany Law 
School grad, you have a foundation not only to be a great lawyer, but to be a leader 
in our community.” [Photo courtesy of Albany Law School]


