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The Lac-Mégantic rail disaster in Canada : 
What to do when your client is caught in a maelstrom through no fault of its own

by

André Durocher

What to Do When It All 
Goes Wrong: New 
Challenges Facing 
Litigators in the Digital Era
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Characterization and remediation order from 
the Minister of the Environment of July 29, 
2013 against:

• Montreal, Maine & Atlantique Canada cie;

• Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway Ltd;

• Western Petroleum Company; and

• World Fuel Services Corporation.
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MMAC’s proceeding under the 
Companies’ Creditors Arrangement Act 

on August 8th, 2013 

(the Canadian equivalent to Chapter 11 
of the U.S. Bankruptcy Code)

Amended order of the Minister of the 
Environment of August 14, 2013, against:

• Montreal, Maine & Atlantique Canada cie;

• Montreal, Maine & Atlantic Railway Ltd;

• Canadian Pacific Railway Company;

• Western Petroleum Company; 

• World Fuel Services Corporation; and

• World Fuel Services inc.
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Motion to authorize the bringing of a class action of 
July 15, 2013 (initial version)
• YANNICK GAGNÉ and GUY OUELLET 

Petitioners 

v.

• RAIL WORLD, INC.

• RAIL WORLD HOLDINGS, LLC, 

• MONTREAL MAINE & ATLANTIC RAILWAY LTD.

• EARLSTON ASSOCIATES LP.

• PEA VINE CORPORATION

• MONTREAL, MAINE & ATLANTIC CORPORATION 

• MONTREAL, MAINE & ATLANTIC CANADA 
COMPANY

• EDWARD BURKHARDT

• ROBERT GRINDROD 

• GAINOR RYAN

• DONALD GARDNER, JR 

• JOE MCGONIGLE

• CATHY ALDANA

• THOMAS HARDING 

Respondents 

and 

• XL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

• XL GROUP PLC

Mises-en-cause (Intervenors) 

Second amended Motion to authorize the bringing of a 
class action of August 16, 2013

• YANNICK GAGNÉ and GUY OUELLET 

Petitioners

v.

• RAIL WORLD, INC., RAIL WORLD HOLDINGS, LLC, 
MONTREAL MAINE & ATLANTIC RAILWAY LTD., 
EARLSTON ASSOCIATES LP., PEA VINE 
CORPORATION, MONTREAL, MAINE & ATLANTIC 
CORPORATION, MONTREAL, MAINE & ATLANTIC 
CANADA COMPANY, EDWARD BURKHARDT, ROBERT 
GRINDROD, GAINOR RYAN, DONALD GARDNER, JR, 
JOE MCGONIGLE, CATHY ALDANA, THOMAS 
HARDING, 

• IRVING OIL LIMITED

• IRVING OIL COMPANY, LIMITED 

• IRVING OIL OPERATIONS GENERAL PARTNER 
LIMITED

• IRVING OIL OPERATIONS LIMITED 

• WORLD FUEL SERVICES CORP. 

• WORLD FUEL SERVICES. INC. 

• WORLD FUEL SERVICES CANADA INC.

• DAKOTA PLAINS HOLDINGS. INC.

• WESTERN PETROLEUM COMPANY

• UNION TANK CAR COMPANY 

• TRINITY INDUSTRIES. INC.

• TRINITY RAIL GROUP. LLC

• GENERAL ELECTRIC RAILCAR SERVICES 
CORPORATION 

• CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

Respondents

and 

• XL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

• XL GROUP PLC

Mises-en-cause (Intervenors) 
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Fifth (and final) amended Motion to authorize the bringing 
of a class action of July 7, 2014

• GUY OUELLET, SERGE JACQUES and 
LOUIS-SERGES PARENT

Petitioners

v.

• RAIL WORLD, INC

• RAIL WORLD HOLDINGS, LLC

• MONTREAL MAINE & ATLANTIC 
RAILWAY LTD

• EARLSTON ASSOCIATES L.P.

• PEA VINE CORPORATION

• MONTREAL, MAINE & ATLANTIC 
CORPORATION

• MONTREAL, MAINE & ATLANTIC 
CANADA COMPANY

• EDWARD BURKHARDT, ROBERT 
GRINDROD, GAINOR RYAN, DONALD 
GARDNER, JR., JOE MCGONIGLE, 
CATHY ALDANA

• THOMAS HARDING

• IRVING OIL LIMITED

• IRVING OIL COMMERCIAL G.P.

• WORLD FUEL SERVICES CORP

• WORLD FUEL SERVICES, INC.

• WORLD FUEL SERVICES CANADA, INC.

• DPTS MARKETING LLC, 

• DAKOTA PETROLEUM TRANSPORT 
SOLUTIONS, LLC

• WESTERN PETROLEUM COMPANY

• PETROLEUM TRANSPORT SOLUTIONS, 
LLC

• STROBEL STAROSTKA TRANSFER, LLC

• MARATHON OIL COMPANY

• SLAWSON EXPLORATION COMPANY

• ARROW MIDSTREAM HOLDINGS, LLC

• DEVLAR ENERGY MARKETING, LLC

• OASIS PETROLEUM INC.

• OASIS PETROLEUM LLC

• QEP RESOURCES, INC.

• UNION TANK CAR COMPANY

• TRINITY RAIL LEASING 2012 LLC

• GENERAL ELECTRIC RAILCAR
SERVICES CORPORATION

• THE CIT GROUP/EQUIPMENT 
FINANCING, INC.

• CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY 
COMPANY

• ATTORNEY GENERAL OF CANADA,

Respondents

and

• XL INSURANCE COMPANY LIMITED

• XL GROUP PLC

Mises-en-cause (Intervenors) 

Illinois
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Texas

Maine
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“Not our crew, 
Not our locomotives,

Not our tracks.“

André Durocher
• +1 514-397-7495
• adurocher@fasken.com
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