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Message from the Chair
Thank you for reading the Winter Edition of the
Corporate Counsel Section’s Inside Newsletter. I hope that
you had a wonderful holiday season! As you read this, I
will be the outgoing Chair of the Section. It has been my
distinct honor and pleasure to lead the Section this year
and I am very proud of what we have accomplished. I
would like to take a few minutes to share some of the
highlights.
My goal as Chair was to focus on NYSBA’s Pathway
to the Profession initiative. A question lawyers with all
levels of experience often ask is “How do I go in-house?”
There is not one path for all so it is a difficult question to
answer. Each person has his or her own story and I was
proud to share mine, along with other Section members,
in a video produced by the Section and maintained on the
Section’s page. I hope you will take the time to check it
out.

In addition, the Section
co-hosted the first ever Young
Lawyers Section Pathway to
the Profession Event titled
“Managing Your Legal Career:
How to Get Started as Corporate Counsel and Stay Connected.” During the program,
seasoned lawyers discussed
their respective career paths.
Some of those paths were “traditional” while others were not. Notwithstanding, every
story is inspiring and provides valuable information to
those just starting out. For this reason, it is so important
for each of us to keep this in mind and spend time helping younger lawyers. We hope, going forward, to host
this program and others like it yearly. I would like to es-
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pecially thank Naomi Hills, the Section’s Young Lawyers
Liaison, who developed and coordinated the program.

our stand-alone panel on ethics in the coming year as we
anticipate it will be just as riveting.

The Section also successfully hosted its bi-annual
Corporate Counsel Institute in October. If you are not
familiar with this event, it consists of a two-day CLE
program organized by the Section’s CLE and Meetings
Committee. It is a great way to stay abreast of current
legal trends and substantive changes in the law; network
with your peers; and fulfill your CLE requirements. The
Institute was sold out and received extremely positive
feedback from the attendees. We were honored that Benjamin Lawsky, the former New York State First Superintendent of Financial Services, and New York State Bar
Association President, David Miranda, provided keynote
addresses.

As I leave you, I look forward to returning to service
as a member of the Section’s Executive Committee and
resuming my duties as co-chair of the Technology and
New Media Subcommittee. Jeffrey Laner will be taking
over as Chair. I leave you in good hands. Jeffrey is a longstanding and dedicated member of the Section’s Executive
Committee, most recently serving as Treasurer. He has
both in-house and law firm experience, making for a wellrounded perspective. I look forward to seeing what he has
in store for the Section.

Panels included topics about arbitration, human
trafficking, cybersecurity, not-for-profit law, valuing
intellectual property, and ethics. The ethics portion was
particularly riveting because the panel members included in-house counsel from some of the largest and wellknown organizations discussing ethical issues we all face
every day and how to handle them. I urge you to look for

We are always looking for new initiatives and ideas
that you, the member, will benefit from and encourage
you to get involved. Please do not hesitate to contact me
or Jeffrey about any ideas or contributions you would like
to make to the Section.
Finally, thanks to the wonderful work of our editors,
Elizabeth Shampnoi and Jessica Thaler, you are about to
embark on an issue all about Litigation and Dispute Resolution. Enjoy!
Natalie Sulimani
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