Remarks from the Chair
As I write this in
mid-October, I am hopeful that come publication
time there will have been
a solid resolution of our
country’s extraordinarily
absurd social experiment,
otherwise known as the
2016 Presidential election
campaign. During a brief
respite from the campaign, a number of EASL
members enjoyed dinner and the comedy of Lewis Black on Broadway. Black
summed up the current state of affairs by saying, “we are
living in fictional times,” and lamented that he has nothing left to do as a comedian, because “how do you satirize
what is already satire?” Open to all members, those in attendance thoroughly enjoyed the company of colleagues
and Black’s much-needed humor. It was an outstanding
evening.
Nonetheless, regardless of the political climate, our
EASL members and Executive Committee remain committed to keeping current on the latest legal opinions,
trends and general business and legal environment in the
entertainment, arts and sports-related arenas.
Other diversions from the politically charged Fall
season included:
• Two CLE panels at New York ComicCon, both led
by Thomas Crowell, which focused on the comic
book industry, basic legal issues, and the path from
the comic book to the TV screen.
• A “brown bag” lunch program, which was coordinated by the Fine Arts Committee, and held at the
offices of Herrick Feinstein LLP. Adrienne Fields,
Director of Legal Affairs at the Artists Rights Society
(ARS), led the discussion about the history of ARS
and how works of art are used and/or licensed.

• Our Annual Music Business and Law Conference
was held this year at New York Law School in
November (both a new place and date for this program). We were pleased to have a complement of
law and finance among the panels for this full-day
seminar, which featured an interview with Richard
Gotterher, CEO of The Orchard, as keynote speaker.
• Rounding out our Fall slate will be the Diversity
Committee’s presentation of a program about
Virtual Reality.
During NYSBA’s Annual Meeting week in January,
EASL will offer the first of its kind Roundtable Discussion
of In-House Television Counsel. Led by Eriq Gardner,
Senior Editor of the Hollywood Reporter, some of the most
illustrious in-house television counsel in the industry will
discuss the issues they confront on a daily basis. Our second panel will provide a compelling analysis of the legal
and public relations considerations of Celebrity Crisis
Management, from a panel of experts led by Brian Caplan,
EASL’s Litigation Committee Co-Chair.
Annual Meeting week is always well-attended by our
members, and we are looking forward to seeing members
from our various committees once again meet with their
committees’ co-chairs and colleagues prior the CLE programs to network and brainstorm. This is the second year
we are offering this opportunity, and expect it to be a great
success. If you have not yet joined one or more EASL
committees, please consider doing so.
Looking further into 2017, we will hold our next Pro
Bono Clinic on March 5th, our sixth annual Theater CTI
Seminar on March 29th-30th, as well as our annual Spring
event, which is currently in its planning stages. There will
also be many more CLE and networking events, in addition to our annual programs.
Stay tuned to your notices and community discussion
group e-mails for updates.
Diane Krausz

Upcoming Entertainment, Arts and Sports Law Section Events and Co-Sponsored Events
Diversity Committee’s Virtual and Augmented Reality Program
November 30, 2016 | Cardozo Law School | 6:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.
Annual Meeting Program
January 24, 2016
MCLE Program 1:00 p.m. -5:30 p.m.
• General Counsel Round-table moderated by Eriq Gardner, Senior Editor, THR Esq.
• Crisis Management for Entertainers: From Legal to Publicity Issues
Reception to Follow at Bill’s Burger and Bar
Legal Aspects of Producing: An Inside Approach to Navigating the Theatrical World
March 29 - March 30, 2017 | 5:30PM – 9:15PM (each night) | Location TBD
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