Remarks from the Chair
I am very glad
to continue on my
EASL journey by
making it to “Madame Chair,” as I
am being called by
some of my fellow
Executive Committee members. At least
I think I heard that
correctly. At any rate,
I am and remain extremely proud of the
wonderful individuals who are the dedicated, innovative
and brilliant EASL team.
Steve Rodner’s exemplary, and possibly historic, tenure ended with a fabulous Annual Meeting with a firstever “Members” meeting for a few committees (Theatre
and Performing Arts, Television and Radio, Publications,
Fine Arts, and ADR) and two vastly different but incredible CLE panels. The first panel was about new licensing
models for music rights, including “blockchains.” This
topic brought together some of the top innovators in a
discussion of a very complex and of-the-moment technology that seems to keep up with the needs of modern
music licensing. The second panel was an in-depth and
dramatic presentation of the destruction and plundering of World Heritage sites (including ancient artifacts,
primarily in war-torn areas of the world) by terrorist
organizations who use the illicit plunder to fund their activities. It was heartbreaking and terrifying. I again thank
Joyce Dollinger and Robert Thony for their terrific work
in programming the first panel, and Irina Tarsis, with her
equally amazing work, with the second. All three of them
worked independently after pitching their programs,
and achieved superior results in finding panel members
and topics. Our off-site reception followed the program
at one of our regular hangouts, “Bill’s Bar and Burger” in
Rockefeller Plaza, where the onion rings are large and the
milkshakes are small, but fierce. There was an open bar as
well.
February 28th brought our most recent Pro Bono
Clinic, in conjunction with the IP Section, at Dance/
NYC’s Annual Symposium, held at the Gibney Dance
Center near City Hall. As a returning volunteer, I knew
that it would be an instructive and interesting insight into
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the dance world. The issues with which the lawyer volunteers are presented during our Pro Bono Clinics are often
challenging, and provide a mutually satisfying experience
for both counsel and client.
On March 8th, our ADR Committee Co-Chairs,
Elayne Greenberg and Judith Prowda, presented a
50-minute CLE entitled “The Danger Of Falling In Love
with Your Case.” The discussion included examples in
the entertainment, arts and sports world where optimistic
overconfidence prevented a lawyer from getting an optimal resolution for the client.
On March 23rd, the EASL Diversity Committee, another one of the hardest working and most active of our
Section, held its first meeting of 2016 at Cardozo Law
School. The topic of the meeting was “Writer or Biter:
Sampling and Co-Authorship in Pop, Urban and Dance
Music.”
On March 30th-31st, our now Annual CLE for Theater
Lawyers (with the Commercial Theater Institute) was
organized by Second Vice Chair Jason Baruch at a downtown rehearsal studio. The presenters and audience provided the theatrics.
On May 5th, we will be offering our fabulous EASL
Spring Meeting, and on June 8th, we will be offering another NYSBA CLE-sponsored program to the entire
NYSBA membership. The panel will be a new variation of
the “Introduction to Entertainment Law,” combining
hands-on experience/examples and case studies, with
some basic concepts and principles, from some of the
main disciplines of the practice. Former EASL Section
Chairs Steve Rodner and Rosemarie Tully are organizing
this event with me, and the day-long event will be an insightful and interesting experience for both practitioners
and those interested in the field.
Of course, many more seminars are in the scheduling
and planning phases, and I hope to have more information about those soon—so keep an eye out for future announcements. We will also have a variety of “non CLE”
social and networking events planned for the second part
of the year, as EASL has a reputation to live up to!
Until next time,
Diane Krausz
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