Remarks from the Chair
I am now six months into
my tenure as Chair of EASL,
involved in all aspects of its
activities, and planning for
an exciting upcoming year as
summer approaches. I have
survived chairing my first
Executive Committee meetings
(with the invaluable assistance
of Diane Krausz) and I am
looking forward to many more.

NYSBA’s CLE Department entitled: “Practicing Entertainment Law in New York: What You Need To Know,” and the
Pro Bono Clinic at NYFA was held on June 3rd. In October,
we will again be providing panels and seminars as part of
CMJ. Of course, neither the EASL Blog, nor the Journal, will
be taking the summer off.

In a short period of time,
EASL has had three co-sponsored CLE events, all of which
were tremendously exciting and successful, both in content
and in attendance. The second annual Cardozo Sports Law
Symposium (co-sponsored with Cardozo and several other
organizations) took place in March. The third (yes, third)
annual seminar on the “Legal Aspects of Live Theatrical
Producing” (co-sponsored with CTI) and the panel on “Independent Film Finance and Distribution” (co-sponsored
with Cardozo and the Metropolitan Black Bar Association)
both took place in April. Thank you to Anne Atkinson,
Jason Baruch, Diane Krausz and everyone else (I’m sure I
have missed many names) who worked tirelessly to organize these events. I truly believe that EASL is becoming the
pre-eminent presenter of seminars and educational events
in the New York entertainment, arts and sports law legal
community.

We are closely monitoring several major cases, such as
Aereo*, that will be decided shortly and I’m sure that EASL
will be actively involved in disseminating information and
leading discussions on the outcomes. In addition, I am
particularly happy to report that as a result of the efforts
of Judith Bresler, EASL has submitted a memorandum in
support of the proposed amendment to New York Arts
and Cultural Affairs Law in regard to opinions concerning
authenticity, attribution and authorship of works of fine art.

On May 21st, Barry Werbin and Mary Ann Zimmer
presented the EASL Spring Meeting, which included
guests speaking about “Cutting-Edge Case Developments
in Entertainment Law” and “Protecting and Enforcing
Publicity Rights in Social Media.” In June, EASL also ran
a full day entertainment law overview seminar for the

*Decided 6/25/14. See nysbar.com/blogs/EASL. PostAereo: Has The Supreme Court Clouded the Future? by
Barry Werbin, 7/3; Week in Review by Martha Nimmer,
6/27 and U.S. Supreme Court Decision Favors Broadcasters Over Aereo, by Barry Skidelsky 6/25.

A social event by the Membership Committee is being
planned for the summer. EASL membership can be a valuable and fun social and networking group. Stay tuned for
details.

Follow NYSBA
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Lastly, I am looking forward to expansion of EASL’s
Law School Liaison program under the stewardship of
Jason Aylesworth, to include not only more law schools, but
to get the students and liaisons more actively involved in
EASL and EASL’s activities.
I wish you all a good summer.
Steve Rodner
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