Remarks from the Chair
Change is in the air—and
it is all good. While change is
sometimes viewed as unpleasant—that is, until we gain
familiarity with the new and
appreciate its usefulness—it is
inevitable. At EASL, I like to
think of change more as evolution; not strictly survival of the
fittest, but rather survival of
what works best for the membership as a whole. So, while
we continue to provide the
things that work best (interesting and timely programs
for our members, outstanding publications and an engaging blog, networking events, and the occasional social
outing), we will begin to explore an entirely new way of
communicating with each other through the New York
State Bar Association’s enhanced website. As a NYSBA
Section, EASL will have its own social community pages
where members will be able to interact with other members and the membership at large in real time, as well as
access EASL’s blog, calendar of events, and past Journal
issues, all in one easy-to-navigate spot. I encourage each
of you to take a look at the new site and post a comment
with your thoughts about how we may best utilize our
EASL online community.

“As a NYSBA Section, EASL will have
its own social community pages where
members will be able to interact with
other members and the membership at
large in real time, as well as access EASL’s
blog, calendar of events, and past Journal
issues, all in one easy-to-navigate spot.”
New to EASL this year will be its Attorney Directory,
open to EASL members as well as NYSBA members, and
created to provide a resource for artists seeking legal
counsel in a variety of creative endeavors and everyday
life situations (e.g., real property, landlord/tenant, estate
planning, and business formation). Inspired by requests
made to EASL Officer Carol Steinberg, who has long
sought a way to provide artists a path to connect with
attorneys sensitive to artists’ needs, and spearheaded by
Carol, Elissa Hecker, and Irina Tarsis, the Directory is a
functional resource where artists may seek legal service
providers. It should be noted that this is not a pro bono
arrangement. Fees are set by the individual attorney as he
or she would in the normal course of business.
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Communicating the old-fashioned way (in person,
face to face) at an EASL summer program was the order
of the day, with the distinction of speakers and attendees
speaking different languages. EASL was very fortunate
to have the opportunity to present the fundamentals of
several entertainment law disciplines to a delegation from
China comprised of Chinese arts leaders. At the invitation of the New York Foundation for the Arts (NYFA),
EASL Officer Carol Steinberg assembled a stellar panel of
speakers to present an overview of how the entertainment
business operates in the United States, particularly New
York. The event was held at the NYFA offices in Brooklyn.
The presentation was translated by three interpreters,
each taking turns throughout the day, one of whom was
EASL member Shannon Zhu. The full-day program began
with an overview of not-for-profit and commercial theatre
operations by Robert Freedman and Lesley Rosenthal.
Lincoln Center was used as a model, illustrative of notfor-profit operations. James Klaiber discussed in some detail the different types of intellectual property recognized
in the U.S. and how each relates to the entertainment
industry. Tim DeBaets (a former EASL Chair) discussed
the elements of bringing a foreign dance production to the
U.S. and stressed the importance of effectively negotiating the contract with the promoter, as that agreement will
dictate the deal throughout. Next up was Pamela Jones,
who outlined how an idea becomes a television program.
When discussing the pitching of a program to a network,
Pamela referred to the typical “sizzle reel.” This phrase
challenged the translators, but humor prevailed, and the
gist was well received. Last up were the team comprised
of EASL Officer Diane Krausz and Jason Aylesworth, who
summarized the division of rights and structure of income
streams relating to authors of a theatrical musical (underlying rights holder, book writer, composer, lyricist). The
hypothetical given was a musical, and Jason creatively
involved the translators, assigning each a “role” in the
scenario, which made the example somewhat more relatable for the audience. There was great communication,
with some levity, and interesting follow-up dialogue as
members of the delegation asked incisive questions of the
speakers. Our sincere thanks go to Peter Cobb, Director of
NYFA, for inviting EASL to participate, Carol Steinberg
for coordinating the program, and Innes Smolansky for
moderating.
As summer wound down, on August 22nd EASL
members enjoyed an evening of minor league baseball
with the Brooklyn Cyclones facing the Staten Island
Yankees at MCU Park at Coney Island. EASL members received a baseball cap, commemorative jersey, and for each
ticket purchased through EASL, a donation was made
to the New York Bar Foundation for Sandy relief. Even
though the home team lost, EASL members enjoyed a fun
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night out at the ballpark. Thanks go to former Membership Co-Chair Jessica Thaler and Executive Committee
member Steve Richman for the inspiration, and Jessica,
Ethan Bordman, and Rob Thony for the execution.
Continuing the sports theme, the Membership Committee also held its annual CLE program in September
focusing on Arena and Stadium financing, construction,
and operation, entitled If You Build It, They Will Come. The
program was held at Herrick Feinstein LLP and offered
a complement of experts in the field, including Jeffrey
Gewirtz, Executive Vice President of Business Affairs and
Chief Legal Officer, Brooklyn Nets and Barclays Center,
and Mark Stefanacci, Vice President and General Counsel
of MetLife Stadium. Moderators for the two panels, Building It and When They Come, were NYSBA Past-President
Stephen P. Younger and Lesley Rosenthal.
In October, EASL again joined with CMJ to produce
The Entertainment Business Law Seminar at the CMJ Music
Marathon. The theme of the day-long program was Ch Ch
Ch Changes…Remain the Only Constant in Entertainment
Business and Law. Ten panels in all, the program included
discussions on shifts in digital distribution and monetization models, changes in digital licensing practices, the
evolving television landscape, breaches in the big data
world, and critical developments in copyright case law
and legislation. We welcomed Prof. Stephen Gillers to
discuss Ethics: The Law of Anyplace: Ethical Considerations
of Lawyering Without Borders; and David Israelite as the
keynote speaker (see the EASL Blog for what transpired).
Sincere thanks to EASL Executive Committee members
Christine Pepe, Keenan Popwell, and Barry Skidelsky,
and to our invaluable EASL Liaison, Beth Gould, for the
extraordinary amount of time and effort they contributed
toward this event, making it a great success.
We closed this year with our Fall Program on November 14th at Herrick Feinstein LLP. The CLE portion
of this event was comprised of two panels, one focusing
on Labor Law in Entertainment, and the other discussing
Working With Guilds. Following the program, we held a
cocktail reception in the firm’s welcoming Library Room.
The Fall Program marked the close of our 25th Anniversary Year, and we toasted to the future.

EASL’s Future

Liaisons. This Committee will be devoted to increasing
opportunities for law student involvement in EASL. The
credit and thanks for this initiative go to Executive Committee member Jason Aylesworth, who, already an advocate of expanded avenues for law students, will Chair
this Committee along with two law student Co-Chairs.
All EASL law student members are welcome to join the
Committee, and selected law students will act as liaisons
to their respective schools. We are very appreciative for
Jason’s enthusiasm and efforts, and look forward to welcoming law students/future attorneys into the fold.

“We are in exciting times with technology
reshaping the way we practice law. I am
proud to say that EASL has often been at
the forefront of new frontiers, all for the
benefit of the Section and its members,
and I am confident we will remain so
as our bench is deep with dedicated
leaders.”
As the end of 2013 approaches, EASL also prepares
for the customary changing of the guard. On February 2,
2014, Steve Rodner will become Chair of the EASL Section, Diane Krausz will become First Vice Chair, and I will
become Immediate Past Chair. It has been a tremendous
joy to work with Steve and Diane, EASL Officers Jason
Baruch, Jay Kogan, Pamela Jones, and Carol Steinberg,
and all of the talented, enthusiastic and devoted members of the EASL Executive Committee. I look back with
thanks to my immediate predecessor, Judith Prowda,
whose leadership has taught me much, and sincere appreciation to the past chairs of EASL, who, through their
continued involvement in EASL, remain champions of the
Section and innovators of its future.
We are in exciting times with technology reshaping
the way we practice law. I am proud to say that EASL
has often been at the forefront of new frontiers, all for the
benefit of the Section and its members, and I am confident
we will remain so as our bench is deep with dedicated
leaders. I am grateful for having had the opportunity to
serve as Chair, and I look forward to the terms of Steve
Rodner and Diane Krausz.

Finding our future will now be easier than ever as
EASL has formed a new Committee on Law Student
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