Message from the Chair
The Annual Meeting at
the New York Hilton Midtown on February 9, 2015
was a tremendous success.
My thanks go out to Fern
Finkel and David Okrent for
the terrific job they did as
program Co-Chairs.
During the business
portion of the meeting, substituting for our Immediate
Past Chair, Frances M. Pantaleo, I gave the report of the Nominating Committee
which she chaired. Upon unanimous vote, the Section
elected the following Officers and District Delegates:
Officers:
Chair—JulieAnn Calareso
Chair-Elect—David Goldfarb
Vice-Chair—Martin Hersh
Secretary—Judith D. Grimaldi
Treasurer—Tara Anne Pleat
District Delegates:
1st District—Elizabeth Valentin
2nd District—Fern Finkel
4th District—Judith Singer
5th District—Christopher R. Bray
8th District—Laurie Menzies
12th District—Joy S. Solomon
13th District—Anthony Lamberti
Congratulations to all of the elected Officers and
District Delegates. I look forward to working with you
in the upcoming year.
The Section honored Aytan Bellin for his work in
litigation that has advanced the rights of the elderly
and persons with disabilities. The Section also honored
Judith Raskin for her work in furtherance of the rights
of persons with disabilities and for her years of dedication to the Elder Law and Special Needs Section. In
addition, Chelsea Breakstone, a student at City University of New York Law School, and Vanessa Cavallaro, a
student at Touro Law School, were awarded the Hon.
Joel K. Asarch Elder Law and Special Needs Section
Scholarship. Congratulations to our honorees and
award winners.
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The CLE portion of the meeting included timely
and important information for our Section members.
Howard Krooks, a former Chair of our Section and the
Immediate Past President of NAELA, kicked off the
program with an up to the minute elder law update.
Howard was followed by a presentation by Valerie J.
Bogart of how Medicaid planning strategies impact
eligibility for other means-based benefit programs. The
program also included a presentation by David Goldfarb and David Silva on changes to Medicaid long-term
care, including MLTC and FIDA issues, a presentation
by Tammy Rose Lawlor on nursing home issues, and a
presentation by Jeffery A. Asher and Elizabeth Sutherland on annuities.
I would like to thank all of the speakers. It takes a
great deal of time and effort to prepare comprehensive
materials and to speak at the meeting. Your efforts are
much appreciated. All of the presentations were excellent and of great value to all in attendance.
The meeting was followed by a cocktail reception
that provided a great networking opportunity for our
members. It was rewarding to see a number of new
faces at the meeting, and it is important for new members to have an opportunity to meet and network with
more experienced practitioners.
As I reported in my last message, our Section will
not be running the UnProgram this year. Accordingly,
our spring meeting will be an Executive Committee
meeting with no CLE component. The meeting will be
held at the Empire State Building, 67th Floor Conference Room.
Our Legislation Committee, chaired by Matt Nolfo
and Ira Salzman, has been very active. Some of the issues that the Committee has been addressing include:
• A proposal to amend EPTL 5-1.1A to allow for
the satisfaction of the elective share by funding a
testamentary Supplemental Needs Trust;
• A proposal to amend EPTL 5-1.1A to allow a surviving spouse to waive the right of election after
the death of his or her spouse;
• A proposal to amend Section 83.39 of the Mental
Hygiene Law with respect to the sale by a foreign
guardian of real property located in New York;
• Commenting on the proposed legislation by the
T&E Section with respect to digital assets; and
• Commenting on the proposed technical amendment to the power of attorney statute.

NYSBA Elder and Special Needs Law Journal | Winter 2015 | Vol. 25 | No. 1

Additionally, the Legislation Committee is actively
analyzing the 2015 New York State budget and preparing for our Section’s annual lobbying efforts.
I would also like to thank Michael Amoruso, Chair
of our Power of Attorney Task Force, Robert Freedman,
our Section’s Liaison to the Trusts and Estate’s Section,
and Task Force members, David Goldfarb and Jeffrey
Asher, for their work on the proposed amendments to
the power of attorney statute.
Our Membership Services Committee is also actively participating in the New York State Bar Association’s “Pathways to the Profession” initiative. As part
of this program, members of our Section are increasing
our Section’s presence at law school campuses and
encouraging students to become active members of
the New York State Bar Association and our Section.
The committee is presently focusing on Brooklyn Law
School and Pace Law School. The program will be
extended to other schools in the future.

pated in the 12th Annual “Celebrating Diversity in the
Bar” reception that was held at the New York Hilton
Midtown on January 26, 2015. At this reception, committee members had the opportunity to inform attendees of our Section’s activities and of the benefits they
would receive as Section members.
As I have stated in my prior messages, the continued long-term success of our Section depends upon
new members who will become our future leaders.
The efforts of our Membership Services Committee
and Diversity Committee are crucial to attracting new
members.
We have a number of other active committees that
provide opportunities for new members. Once again,
I encourage those of you who have not been actively
involved in our committees to join in.
I am always available to you if you have any questions or concerns. I can be reached at raw@hwclaw.com
or at (631) 582-5151.

Our Diversity Committee continues to actively
promote our Section and encourage people of diverse
backgrounds to join our ranks. The committee partici-

Richard A. Weinblatt

“

NEW YO R K S TAT E BA R A S S O C I AT I O N

I value NYSBA, its Sections, and online
Communities as an open source for
lively debate, educational insight, and
challenging diversity of thought and
person. Whether it is updates on the
law, practice management tips, legal
trends, or legislative initiatives, I can rely
on NYSBA to be at the forefront with
meaningful information and dialogue.”
Rosemarie Tully, Esq.
NYSBA member since 1993
Huntington, NY
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