Message from the Chair
I have been thinking a
lot about change recently.
I suppose this is natural
for an Elder Law attorney.
In our professional lives,
we meet every day with
people who are encountering the inevitable changes
occasioned by the aging
process: declines of health
and vitality, loss of friends
and loved ones, dislocation.
I am always amazed at the
range of reactions to these upheavals. Some are cheerful and resilient in the wake of devastating personal
loss and others are consumed with rage and bitterness
about their powerlessness to alter their situation.
How we deal with change is one of the most
significant challenges for individuals and society. Not
surprisingly, there are many wonderful quotations
about change, from philosophers, novelists, historians
and even comedians. Here are a few:
“He who rejects change is the architect of decay. The only human institution which rejects progress is the
cemetery.”
—Harold Wilson
“When we are no longer able to
change a situation, we are challenged
to change ourselves.”
—Viktor Frankl
“The only difference between a rut
and a grave is their dimensions.“
—Ellen Glasgow
“If nothing ever changed, there’d be
no butterflies.”
—Author Unknown
“If you want to make enemies, try to
change something.”
—Woodrow Wilson
“The only man I know who behaves
sensibly is my tailor; he takes my measurements anew each time he sees me.
The rest go on with their old measurements and expect me to fit them.”
—George Bernard Shaw
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“Change is inevitable—except from a
vending machine.”
—Robert C. Gallagher
You are probably wondering what it is that has
caused me to wax philosophical in this message? It is
time for the Elder Law Section of the New York State
Bar Association to undergo a change. Our Section was
established in 1991 to provide a voice for attorneys
who were beginning to develop practices devoted to
the unique needs of the elderly. However, over the
past 22 years many of our members also cultivated
expertise in the special needs of individuals with disabilities and their families. It is now time for the name
of our Section to include this emerging practice area.
At the Fall Meeting, our Executive Committee voted
to change the name of the Elder Law Section to the
Elder Law and Special Needs Section. This will require
a change in our Bylaws and approval by the New
York State Bar Association. The Bylaws amendment
is scheduled to be voted upon at our Annual Meeting
on Tuesday, January 28th. I invite all of our members
to embrace this change, which will enable us to more
effectively market our expertise to the individuals and
families who seek our assistance.
With the able assistance of program chairs
JulieAnn Calareso and Matt Nolfo, the program for
the Annual Meeting has been finalized. The program
will focus on a host of interesting and timely topics.
NAELA President and former Chair of the Elder Law
Section, Howard Krooks, will be doing the Elder Law
Update which will feature national developments in
the practice of Elder Law, as well as updates regarding New York practice. Valerie Bogart will present the
latest developments regarding Managed Long Term
Care Plans and the upcoming changes which will be
required for individuals who are dually eligible for
both Medicare and Medicaid. Joy Solomon will lead a
panel on Elder Abuse. Anthony Enea will chair a panel which will discuss nursing home issues, including
the unauthorized practice of law, financial constraints
on the industry and new models for delivery of quality
care. Bruce Steiner will discuss issues relating to planning with retirement accounts, with questions specifically related to elder law and special needs practice
posed by Matt Nolfo.
The Unprogram is returning! Chairs Shari Hubner
and Judith Nolfo-McKenna will be soliciting your
recommendations for topics to be explored at this
innovative non-CLE program which will take place
in Poughkeepsie on March 20th and 21st. The Unpro-
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gram is a two day feast of small group discussions of
both substantive law and law practice management.
All topics are selected by the Program participants
who come prepared to share forms, strategies and talents. There is something for everyone, from the newbie
to the highly seasoned practitioner. If you haven’t
sampled an Unprogram, I highly recommend that you
give it a try. If you have been to one before, please tell
your friends and join us once again.
As we enter the new year, our Legislation Committee, ably chaired by Amy O’Connor and Ira Salzman, will be gearing up for the legislative season.
In addition to protecting the right to spousal refusal
for community Medicaid recipients, our Legislation
Committee is examining affirmative legislative proposals, including technical amendments to the Family
Health Care Decisions Act. I have revived our Power
of Attorney task force to examine proposals by the
Law Reform Commission relating to modifications
of the General Obligations Law relating to powers of
attorney.
Another change to report. In October, NYSBA
rolled out its newly designed website. As with the
national experience with enrollment in the health care

exchanges, there have been some technical glitches
which are still being ironed out. The new format will
permit Sections to create online communities and
new ways to access the listserve, allow us to establish
a Section blog, which could be accessible to the general public, and will enable members to upload their
Linked-In content to the NYSBA website. There is a
new NYSBA mobile app which provides easy access
to the content on the website. I encourage everyone to
become acquainted with the newly designed website
and to take advantage of the mobile app, which even
includes a Twitter feed.
I am sure that we will face many challenges and
opportunities during the remainder of my term as
Chair of the soon to be renamed Elder Law and Special
Needs Section. In the wise words of Bob Dylan, “For
the times, they are a-changing.” Let’s embrace change
together. Effective January 1, 2014, I can be reached at
my new firm Bleakley Platt & Schmidt LLP in White
Plains, New York. You can reach me at fpantaleo@
bpslaw.com or by telephone at 914-949-2700. I am very
excited about this personal change.
Fran Pantaleo

Request for Articles
If you have written an article you would like
considered for publication, or have an idea for one,
please contact Elder and Special Needs Law Journal
Co-Editors:
David Ian Kronenberg, Esq.
Goldfarb Abrandt Salzman & Kutzin, LLP
350 Fifth Avenue, Suite 4310
New York, NY 10118-1190
kronenberg@seniorlaw.com
Adrienne J. Arkontaky, Esq.
The Cuddy Law Firm
50 Main Street, Suite 1000
White Plains, NY 10606
aarkontaky@cuddylawfirm.com
Articles should be submitted in electronic document
format (pdfs are NOT acceptable), along with
biographical information.

www.nysba.org/ElderJournal
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