Message from the Chair
I am honored and privileged to have the opportunity to serve as Chair of
the Elder Law and Special
Needs Section for the 20142015 term. I am proud to
be a member of our Section
and to call you my colleagues. Our members are
special people. We are dedicated to advocating for the
most vulnerable members
of our society, the elderly
and those with special needs. We are also unique in our
collegiality. We are always willing to help each other by
sharing information, presenting educational programs
and mentoring those new to the practice of Elder Law
and Special Needs. Through our District Delegates, we
also provide our communities with pro bono services.
The elderly and those with special needs benefit from
our efforts by receiving high-quality legal services.
During my time as an officer of this Section, I
have had the opportunity to work with and appreciate
the excellent leadership skills of past Chairs, Sharon
Kovacs Gruer, David Stapleton, Anthony Enea and
our immediate Past Chair, Fran Pantaleo. All of these
individuals have served as excellent leaders of our Section and I have learned a lot from them.
On behalf of our Section, I would like to thank Fran
Pantaleo and commend her for an outstanding job as
Chair. Serving as Chair Elect to Fran Pantaleo last year
was inspiring. Fran is a strong leader, who is dedicated
to enhancing the quality of legal services provided to
our clients. Fran recognized that our members provide
legal services not only to the elderly but also to those
with special needs. She set a goal of re-examining the
name and mission of our Section and created a task
force to examine this issue. It is as a result of her efforts
that the name of our Section was changed from the
Elder Law Section to the Elder Law and Special Needs
Section. Fran is also a compassionate person, concerned
about the personal well-being of our members. Recognizing that stress faced by attorneys has contributed to
alcohol and substance abuse, she included a meeting of
the Friends of Bill W at each of our Section meetings.
This is a tradition that I intend to continue during my
term.
As I begin my term as Section Chair and prepare
to meet the challenges that lie ahead, I am fortunate
to have JulieAnn Calareso, David Goldfarb, Martin
Hersh and Judith Grimaldi to serve with me as officers. I am also pleased that Martin Finn will continue
to serve as the Section’s financial officer. I could not ask
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for a finer group of talented and dedicated individuals
to serve with me and I know that I can count on them
for guidance and support.
By the time this message goes to press, I will have
appointed Chairs and Vice-Chairs for all of our committees as well as Section Liaisons. I would like to
thank each of you for accepting your appointment. I
look forward to working with you and appreciate your
support.
One of my goals as Chair is in the area of elder
abuse. While none of my clients has been a victim of
physical abuse, in the last few years several of my
clients have been victims of financial abuse. This trend
of increased financial abuse of the elderly is of great
concern to me. The documents that we draft in an effort to access government benefits for our clients and
to protect their assets may be used by unscrupulous
persons to take advantage of the very persons we seek
to protect. Our members need to be aware of the risks
associated with the documents that we prepare and be
sensitive and alert to situations where abuse may occur.
My goal is to heighten our members’ awareness of this
issue. I have strengthened our Elder Abuse Committee
and look forward to working with them to provide our
members with the information that they need to address this issue in their practices.
At the request of some of our members, I have
added a special committee for those interested in the
practice of representing persons with regard to special
education. I have appointed Adrienne Arkontaky as
Chair of this special committee. Anyone with an interest in serving on this committee should contact her.
There have been a number of initiatives launched
by my predecessors that I intend to continue. These
initiatives include membership, study groups, diversity of our members, mentorship of new attorneys and
enhancing our website.
We have seen a recent decline in our membership.
This decline is not unique to our Section but is being
experienced by the entire NYSBA as well as other bar
associations. Although we cannot point to any one reason for this decline, the economy may be one contributing factor. In addition, our members are aging, and we
need to focus on attracting newly admitted attorneys to
our Section. We need to come up with creative ideas to
attract new members and encourage our existing members to continue their membership. We need to provide
services to our members that will directly benefit them
in their day-to-day practices. I have strengthened our
Membership Committee and am confident that by
working together we can identify creative ways to
increase our membership.
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A continuing goal of the NYSBA as well as our
Section is to improve the diversity of our membership.
Although some progress has been made, more remains
to be done. This is one area in which our Diversity
Committee and our Membership Committee can work
closely together.
Our Study Group initiative identifies attorneys
throughout the state who wish to participate in a study
group and match those attorneys with an experienced
practitioner. Study groups provide our members with
the opportunity to discuss issues of importance to their
practices with the entire group. These shared experiences, assistance with legal analysis and guidance with
day-to-day issues that come up in one’s practice are of
tremendous value to our members.
Similarly, our Mentorship initiative pairs newly
admitted or attorneys new to the practice of Elder Law
and Special Needs with experienced practitioners. This
service to the novice practitioner is invaluable.
As all of you are aware by now, the NYSBA website
has been revamped and our Listserv has been converted to a Community. We will undoubtedly go through
some growing pains as we switch to the new website.
Fran Pantaleo has agreed to chair our Technology
Committee. Anyone interested in assisting Fran on this
committee should contact her. I am sure that she would
welcome the assistance.
We will continue to monitor legislative developments. Our Legislation Committee is one of our most
active and hardest-working committees. This past year,
the committee was chaired by Amy O’Connor and Ira
Salzman. Because of term limits, Amy O’Connor cannot serve as a Chair this year but has agreed to serve
as a Vice-Chair. Under the leadership of Amy and Ira,
the budget proposal to eliminate spousal refusal for
certain individuals receiving community Medicaid was
again defeated. I would like to thank the members of
our Legislation Committee who contributed a significant amount of time and effort to legislation matters
this year. I would like to give a special thanks to David
Goldfarb and Valerie Bogart for their extraordinary
effort in responding to the spousal refusal budget
proposal. I have appointed Matthew Nolfo to join Ira
Salzman as Co-Chair of the Legislation Committee for
this year.
We will continue to provide the high quality continuing legal education programs that our members
have come to expect. In addition to regularly scheduled
programs, we will continue to use webinars as well as
the new NYSBA website to provide timely information
on new developments.
Our summer meeting in Hershey, Pennsylvania,
from August 7-9, will be chaired by Joseph Greenman
and Sara Meyers and has something to offer for both

the new practitioner as well as the more experienced
practitioner. Both basic- and advanced-level breakout
sessions will be offered on Medicaid and guardianship issues. Transitional CLE credits will be offered for
the basic level sessions. In addition, there will be an
entertaining movie matinee on Saturday for which two
ethics credits will be earned.
I hope that you will bring your family to our summer meeting. There will be plenty of activities for the
whole family and, for those of you who bring your
children, I am sure that they will enjoy Hershey Park.
We are also offering reduced registration fees for attorneys admitted five years or less.
We are in the planning stages for our fall meeting.
The meeting will be held in Tarrytown, New York,
October 30-31 and will be chaired by Jeffrey Asher and
Judith Nolfo-McKenna. I am confident that you will
benefit from attending the program.
The success of our Section is dependent upon the
involvement of our members. There is a proverb that
counsels that “it takes a whole village to raise a child.”
So, too, it takes all of us working together to accomplish our common goals and objectives.
I urge all of you who have not been actively involved in our Section to become involved. For those of
you who are already involved and realize the benefits
of that involvement, I urge you to encourage your
colleagues to become more involved. Sometimes all
it takes is that little push to get someone to attend the
first meeting that makes all the difference.
I remember the first Section meeting that I attended. I was reluctant to attend but was urged to attend by
a friend and colleague, Ken Grabie. He promised that
it would be worthwhile, and he was right. I returned
from the meeting energized and excited about my
practice. I had picked up a few practice tips and some
planning ideas that I had never before considered.
Involvement in the Section has helped me become a
more successful Elder Law and Special Needs attorney.
I have also made a number of friends whom I can call
upon when I need assistance in my practice.
Just as I was encouraged by Ken Grabie, I now
urge you to become more involved in our Section.
I promise you that it will be worthwhile. If you are
interested in becoming more involved, please contact
me, my fellow officers or any of the Committee Chairs
or Vice-Chairs. We always welcome new ideas and the
participation of new members.
I look forward to an exciting and challenging year
and welcome your involvement. I can be reached at
(631) 582-5151 or raw@hwclaw.com.
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