Message from the Chair
The Criminal Justice
System is designed to ensure
that justice is served in the
handling of criminal cases
throughout our state and country. We as attorneys and judges
are bound by our ethical rules
to practice law fairly, honestly
and justly. I think we would all
like to say that we strive to accomplish these goals with every case we handle. However,
too often, we are faced with
issues upon which we all cannot agree. It is at this time
that we must strive to reach consensus for those who rely
upon us for their freedom, and often for their ability to
have a successful future.
One place where this consensus is desperately
needed is with the issue of the sealing of criminal records
under appropriate circumstances. The State of New York
is one of the few states in our country that still has no
avenue for a person’s past criminal record to be sealed
or expunged. For the past several years, bills have been
introduced to our State’s legislature proposing different
possibilities for the sealing of past criminal records for
certain offenses and offenders, but none have passed.
This failure is predominantly due to a number of reasons.
Unfortunately, one factor has been the inability of the
criminal justice community as a whole to reach a consensus on this issue.

are redirected, limited and often fall apart. The stigma of
a criminal record in our society limits opportunities, prevents employment and prevents rehabilitation from going
forward. Many of those individuals who have a criminal
history have done their time, paid their fines, performed
their community service and moved on with their lives,
never repeating the type of mistake that led them to have
that record in the first place, but they can only move on so
far. Their inability to find a job, their limited employment
opportunities, or their inhibited opportunity to secure
housing remind them only too often of that past mistake,
and it haunts them for the rest of their lives. By not allowing these people to move forward as contributors, all of
society is harmed.
The time has come for New York State to join the
ranks of so many other states and offer an option for our
citizens to make applications for the sealing of their past
criminal records. It has been four long years since the
New York State Bar Association’s House of Delegates
passed a report on sealing, making it the policy of this organization to stand behind legislation to allow sealing of
criminal records in certain instances. I implore you all not
to stop there. Let us find a way to reach consensus across
the opposite sides of the aisles and do justice for all our
people. Let us realize this effort with accomplishment and
make our state a better place. We must lift the stigma of a
criminal history from those found deserving of that relief,
and give them back the drive, hope and opportunity to be
productive successful members of our communities.

While we argue, negotiate and repeatedly discuss
the issue without reaching an agreement, people’s lives
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