Message from the Chair
As we enter the Fall, it
is time to look back on the
legislative session that came
to a close before the summer
break. For many, it goes unrecognized since the legislative session does not run consistent with our calendar year.
But for those of us who are involved in or follow legislative
efforts, it is a significant time
of year. At the end of June, we
looked back at the legislative
session to see what has been accomplished, and what
lies ahead for the following year. Our efforts within the
legislative arena are just one of the many ways we as a
Section seek to effect positive change for the Criminal
Justice System.
This year, there were numerous initiatives in the area
of criminal justice. Two very important bills that passed
both houses this session and await action from the Governor are the Fahy Bill (A10706), which provides state
funding for indigent defense, and a bill which provides
for Off Hour Arraignment Parts in Counties Outside of
the City of New York (A10360/S7209-A). If these bills
are signed, they would represent huge strides in the
improvement of our criminal justice system. Both bills
were spurred by the Hurrell-Harring settlement, which
resulted from a lawsuit involving the rights of indigent
defendants in five upstate counties. This lawsuit and
subsequent settlement has been a basis for the efforts to
encourage much needed statewide change. The question
is why must we always wait for a lawsuit or a Court of
Appeals ruling to effect change and improve the workings of our State’s Criminal Justice System?

legislation on discovery, sealing, wrongful convictions,
raising the age of criminal responsibility, and prisoner reentry. Unfortunately, these bills failed to succeed due to
the inability of the houses to agree on the bills. We in our
capacity as practitioners have a responsibility to continue
to work to help the legislators agree and move forward.
We are the experts on the issue of criminal justice and
should work to inform elected officials of these issues and
provide insight.
As members of the New York State Bar Association’s
Criminal Justice Section, we provide opinions from different criminal justice perspectives. New York’s laws and
the State’s Constitution are in need of amendments and
changes in the area of criminal justice. I hear desire from
the defense bar, the judiciary, and the prosecution for
reform. We should continue to find a ways to reach consensus and move forward. Let us help our State become a
leader for criminal justice reform.
Our prisons are overcrowded. Our system is overwhelmed. We need reform now. We must join together
and find a way to agree upon support for the legislation
for sealing, raising the age of criminal responsibility,
prisoner re-entry, wrongful convictions, bail reform and
so much more. I have faith that when we sit together and
discuss these issues we can find a common ground. I
encourage those members of our Section who are not actively involved on a committee to become more involved.
As practitioners in the criminal justice arena, we all bring
important experiences and information to the table.
We are a Section that welcomes new blood, new ideas
and fresh initiatives. Commit to becoming involved. If
you don’t know how, contact a member of our Executive
Committee. There is a place for everyone at the table!

There are many other criminal justice issues that
were promoted this year in Albany, including proposed
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