Message from the Chair
Odds, and Ends
I write this column on deadline—how unusual for
a litigator!—on February 3, 2015. On January 29th, the
Section did its part in the State Bar Annual Meeting for
this year. I want to thank Bob Masters, Bob Dean, David
Klem, and Claudia Trupp for joining me in the morning
CLE presentations. I would like as well to thank the dozens of Executive Committee members who attended the
afternoon committee meeting. We addressed a number
of “hot topics” calling for Section input, including the
use of force by the police and discipline for prosecutorial misconduct. Shortly before the meeting, by email,
we had voted to support the Report of the Task Force on
Discovery, and a set of proposed standards for lawyers
representing juveniles promulgated by another state bar
Section. Despite our occasional divisions, we concluded a
very substantive meeting—and with nary a word spoken
in anger. (For those who might be interested, the Bar Association’s Executive Committee and the House of Delegates approved the Task Force Report without a recorded
dissenting vote, and with but one abstention.)
In my view, the high point of the day was the award
lunch. Hey, the beef was excellent, and that yam-type stuff
was none too shabby. But it was the All-Star cast of award
winners that made the event special. Terrence Connors,
Judge Robert Russell, DA Gerald Mollen, and Judges
Smith and Graffeo were the worthies. We were immensely pleased to offer each of them a token in recognition of
their important career work. Also in the audience were
Chief Judge Lippman, Judge Pigott, and—at the end—
Judge Ciparick. We had a court quorum—a hard thing to
come by these days even in Albany.

In more somber news, we are overdue in acknowledging the passing of Ed Davidowitz. I should, no doubt,
speak of the Honorable Edward M. Davidowitz, of the
New York Court of Claims and the New York Supreme
Court (ret.), but I don’t care. I’ll stick with Ed. Ed was
not only a great lawyer, judge, legal scholar, mentor, and
friend, but to boot an extremely valuable contributor to
our work in the Section. And I’ve never heard a negative
word spoken about him; Ed was a gentleman and a great
human being. We offer condolences to his loving family.
In the title of this column I mention “ends.” Well, this
is my final column, as my term as Chair is about up. As to
the earlier columns—most importantly, please remember
“the only rule” in your writing. Otherwise, let me thank
my fellow officers—Sherry, Bob, and Tucker—for keeping the ship mostly upright. Let me add special thanks
to Pat Johnson and Amy Jasiewicz, who have performed
the generally thankless administrative tasks that have
plugged the leaks in the ship’s bottom. It has been an
honor and a pleasure to be Chair, and I look forward to
many years of working with you for Truth, Justice, and
the American Way as a former Chair.
Mark R. Dwyer
*The views reflected in this column are those of the
Section Chair and are not the policies of the Criminal
Justice Section or the New York State Bar Association.
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