Message from the Chair
My term as Chair began
with our Section being asked
to consider the criminal justice issues being brought to
the forefront in our State this
summer. Those issues include
sealing legislation, funding
for indigent legal services,
wrongful conviction legislation, a new proposal regarding cameras in the courtroom,
as well as Human Trafficking.

and behaviors that were forced upon them. These victims
should not be punished for the horrors they have been
forced to endure. I believe we, as defense attorneys, prosecutors and judges, have a unique ability, in our positions
within the criminal justice community, to help these victims, who usually will not self-identify.

I feel compelled to address the issue of Human Trafficking in this message,
due to the fact that it came to my attention this summer
from two distinct perspectives. I was fortunate enough
to read the book written by a lifelong friend, Peggy Kern,
which is titled Little Peach. In reading her book, I found
my personal and professional life overlapping since the
main character in the book had an almost identical experience to that of a woman I know. The issue of Human
Trafficking affects all of us and all of our communities.
The book, Little Peach, recounts the stories of several trafficked young girls and is written from the perspective of
the main character, who is herself a trafficked young girl.
As I finished reading this very moving book and worked
to help the woman I know, who has suffered these horrors, it occurred to me that we all can do more. We, as
practitioners in the criminal justice community, need to
help identify trafficking victims, help them get their lives
back on track, and not hold them accountable for actions

Our State’s creation of Human Trafficking Courts
should be applauded, but these courts are often too far
from the court of record to have a case transferred or
handled by them. Additionally, to get cases sent to these
courts, they must be identified as human trafficking cases.
So, it falls on us, all of us, whether we are defense attorneys, prosecutors or judges, to help identify these victims
and seriously consider their situations when handling
their cases. Many of them have former convictions which
arose solely due to their status as a trafficked individual
in addition to their current case. Therefore, I encourage
all of you to not only read Little Peach, but to also read the
Lawyer’s Manual on Human Trafficking, edited by Jill Laurie
Goodman and Dorchen A. Leidholdt. I hope, by sharing
my experiences, I will continue to raise awareness about
this enormous problem, which touches each of us in our
practice of criminal law. Together, we as a criminal justice
community can make a difference.
Sherry Levin Wallach
*The views reflected in this column are those of the
Section Chair and are not the policies of the Criminal
Justice Section or the New York State Bar Association.
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