Message from the Chair
The world of Criminal
Justice is constantly being
faced with issues and
challenges. Many of these
issues affect the very
freedoms that we hold dear as
Americans. As practitioners
and Judges in this field,
we are constantly being
faced with new court rules,
regulations, legislation and
case law, which affect the
ever-changing landscape of
our Criminal Justice System. The Criminal Justice Section
of the New York State Bar Association is an incredible
resource to all criminal practitioners and I am honored to
be given the opportunity to Chair this Section. I am also
humbled to be able to take the reins from the Honorable
Mark Dwyer, our Section’s Immediate Past Chair, and I
thank him for his excellent leadership, contributions and
service.
This past year has been a particularly challenging
one for our criminal justice community, but that is
nothing new to our world. We have seen issues arise
out of the shooting deaths of both civilians and police
officers that have led to suggestions for grand jury
reform. We continue to struggle with the use of solitary
confinement in our prisons. The issues surrounding
wrongful convictions have yet to be resolved or fully
addressed and the sealing of certain criminal convictions
still remains an open issue. Our Section, of a diverse
body of practitioners and Judges, has the opportunity
to effect positive and productive change. In order to do
this, we must work together and be sure that we are a
balanced group. To that end, one of my focuses as Chair
will be to encourage greater participation in our Section
of prosecutors. I believe that our members working
together can make our system stronger, fairer and more
trustworthy.
Due to recent events throughout our Country, the
trust in our system of Criminal Justice, amongst our

communities, is wavering and this benefits no one.
Instead of placing fault and blame, we, as experienced
practitioners, can work to effect change which we can all
support. Our work can help to prevent this lack of trust
from developing in the future. I implore each one of our
members to become more active and get involved. We
need all perspectives at our table to have an outcome that
will work. I believe that we can agree and move forward
as one body, that of the Criminal Justice Community.
Along with issues that will come before us, in the near
future, involving grand jury reform, and the ever-existing
issues of wrongful convictions, we must keep our eyes
and ears open and our hands on the pulse of Criminal
Justice in our State. Therefore, during my tenure, I plan
to focus our continued efforts toward resolving issues
of wrongful convictions and sealing of certain criminal
records. Our Committees will continue their excellent
work toward the implementation of the recommendations
of the Task Force on Wrongful Convictions Report and
the Sealing Report, both of which were adopted by the
New York State Bar Association’s House of Delegates.
We must continue to focus our efforts on working to
ensure that appropriate legislation be adopted to support
the recommendations in these reports. I would like to
continue to focus efforts on the still existing issues of
the use of solitary confinement, as well as revive our
Legislation Committee to keep us up to date regarding
proposed legislation. Finally, I will continue the work I
have already begun to revive our Vehicle and Traffic Law
Committee as well as create a new committee on the Town
and Village Justice Courts.
It is a busy agenda for the next two years, but the
issues are all very important. I have faith that working
together, we can accomplish positive change that will
improve the practice of criminal law in our State.
Sherry Levin Wallach
*The views reflected in this column are those of the
Section Chair and are not the policies of the Criminal
Justice Section or the New York State Bar Association.
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