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Message from the Chair
Perhaps there is some truth to that old adage
that says time flies when you’re having fun: it seems
like just the other week that my term as Chair of the
General Practice Section started—and here this is, my
last message to you as Chair! This has been a great
year for the GP Section, and I am proud to have had
the opportunity to serve as its Chair. The successes of
this past year would not have been possible without
the dedicated team of leaders who volunteer their time
and expertise on the Section’s Executive Committee,
and without you—the members.
In the sometimes volatile climate of our times, it is
gratifying to see that the membership of the GP Section
is going strong. We’ve had several successful outreaches to newly admitted attorneys in recent years,

and we continue to draw on
the collective experience of
attorneys in all corners of
the State, and beyond.
The financial state of
the Section is robust, with
ample funds for day-today operations, and with
a healthy reserve for expanding the Section’s reach
both to members and into
the community. The SecLewis Tesser
tion this year established a
restricted fund through the New York Bar Foundation
with a $10,000 donation dedicated to the purpose of
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supporting pro bono legal services in general practice. I am delighted by the amount of interest that has
been expressed in the fund so far, and by the worthy
causes represented. While perhaps no one of us is able
to make such a substantial contribution individually,
together we are making a difference for the public
good—the legal community of our one Section giving
back to the community at large.

who are “outstanding, innovative, and [have] made
significant contributions to improve the daily practice
of law for general practitioners in New York State.” The
award’s first recipient, Lenny has served the Section
for many years through his dedicated and resourceful
work on the Section’s blog and wEbrief email newsletters, which are distributed to members on a weekly
basis. Congratulations, Lenny!

As you may have heard, the Section now has
Chapters located in each of the State’s four judicial
departments. I am very excited about this new development, and anticipate that this will be a great way
for our members to connect with fellow practitioners
in a meaningful and professionally rewarding way. If
you have not yet joined your local GP Section Chapter,
I encourage you to do so. Just email GeneralPractice@
nysba.org and indicate the Chapter you would like
to join. For more details on GP Chapters, please visit
www.nysba.org/GPChapters.

Another exciting and significant development is
the rollout of NYSBA’s new private, online professional
communities. Communities have the ability to function
just like the basic listserve we have now; but with far
greater additional technical capabilities (don’t worry—
it’s easy to use, and you can use it through email like
the current listserve, if you like)! We will be distributing further information about our own GP Section
Community soon! In the meantime, I encourage you
to go to www.nysba.org/HowDoI to check out more
information about Communities. Our listserve continues to be an extremely active and valuable resource for
our members, and the GP Community will be a terrific
platform for keeping this going, and with even greater
possibilities.

In other news, the Section has held several interesting and timely programs this year. Our program at
Annual Meeting gave the latest updates in traditional
areas of legal practice, and was held in conjunction
with the Committee on Professional Discipline; an
ethics program was held in Buffalo and co-sponsored
by the Minority Bar Association of Western New York,
emphasizing issues faced by solo and small-firm practitioners; and a program on legal blogging was produced
in conjunction with the Law Practice Management
Committee. The blogging CLE program served as the
first step in kicking off the Section’s innovative “mentoring blog,” which will pair mentors and mentees
tasked with creating content for online publication
on a Section-sponsored blog. The Election Law and
Government Affairs Committee is also co-sponsoring
a 3-location MCLE program with a live webcast option
in conjunction with the NYSBA Committee on Continuing Legal Education. Further, I am pleased to announce that plans are under way for a Section weekend
getaway in Saratoga Springs in the fall. Stay tuned for
details!
At Annual Meeting this year, we were also pleased
to recognize a particular member who has contributed
substantially to the Section over the years: Leonard
Sienko of Hancock, NY. The Section has instituted the
General Practice Section Award in order to honor those
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In closing, I would like to thank each one of you for
your membership and support of this Section of ours.
Many of us are in solo or small firm practice, but even
for large firm or corporate practitioners, it is so important to reach outside of the four walls of our practice,
whatever it may be, and connect with other members
of our profession; learn from each other; encourage
each other in our professional development; and make
some great friends along the way. For your participation in this, I thank you. I look forward to continuing
my involvement in the General Practice Section for a
long time to come, not just as an “extra” tacked onto
my already busy life as an attorney—but as an integral
part of it.
My congratulations to Richard Klass on his recent
appointment as the new Chair of our Section. As you
may know, Rich has served as co-editor of this publication for some time, and he has much to offer the
Section. Also recently elected as Chair-Elect is Emily
Franchina. I am looking forward to great things to come
under their very capable leadership!
Lewis Tesser
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