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Message from the Chair
This issue of One on One
will be distributed by the
time of the NYSBA Annual
Meeting in January 2015. I
am looking forward to the
Annual Meeting of the General Practice Section even
more this year as I am its
Chair. I take a certain sense
of pride in viewing our Section’s One on One journal
on the table outside of our
meeting room. I encourage
Richard Klass
all of you to promote our
journal throughout the Sections and enlist writers who
wish to be published to submit articles.
The hot-button topic for the legal profession in
New York State is the mandatory reporting of pro
bono hours and donations to legal service organizations. While this is certainly an important issue, it may
be more critical for the legal community to be more

concerned with the status of employment within the
legal profession. In a recent article in Business Week
entitled “Jobs Are Still Scarce for New Law School
Grads,” the news is in: job prospects for law school
graduates are not improving much, and the overall
employment rate has fallen for six straight years. I
can report that many members of our Section are very
concerned about the viability of the legal profession as
a business model for lawyers to pay off their student
loans, build a law practice and be successful. Indeed,
most of our Section’s membership is comprised of people who are solo and small firm practitioners who had
to “roll up the sleeves” to build their practices.
In the spirit of boosting and supporting lawyers,
the General Practice Section is taking steps to help our
member attorneys develop business opportunities and
enhance their practices, as well as polish their skills.
We hope that you will help our Section to continue
taking those steps into 2015 and beyond.
This year, NYSBA launched its Pathways to the
Profession program. This program is designed to de-
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velop law school programming
to encourage law students to
join bar associations both during
law school and after graduation.
The General Practice Section has
appointed Paul O’Neill, Jr. and
John Owens, Jr. as Co-Chairs of
the Planning Committee, who
are working on events to be
presented at local law schools to
highlight bar activities and promote bar membership.
In September, our Section
held its Fall event—A Weekend
in Saratoga—where members
gathered in Saratoga Springs.
Event Chair Seth Rosner put
together a fantastic program
which included an informative
CLE program presented by Pery
Krinsky on social media ethics
and much-needed R&R events
(Saratoga Wine & Food Festival,
Automobile Museum, Racing
Museum). The overall camaraderie of the weekend was great!

Current General Practice Section Chair Richard
A. Klass presents award to Immediate Past Chair
Lew Tesser for his service to the membership
of the New York State Bar Association at the
Executive Committee Meeting held on July 17,
2014, at the City Bar.

In November, we held our Manhattan Meet-andGreet and CLE Program at Abigael’s Restaurant.
Event Chair Meyer Silber introduced a fine speaker,
Lisa Solomon, on the topic of writing legal briefs for
judges in the 21st Century entitled “Pixel Persuasion.”
This Spring, Event Chairs Elisa Rosenthal and Emily
Franchina (our Chair-Elect) are planning a weekend
event on the North Fork of Long Island.
One of the major benefits of being a member of the
General Practice Section is the use of its list serve. On
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a daily basis, attorneys from all
over the State and beyond exchange ideas, forms, questions
and answers, and goings-on. It
has become over the years its
own online community. In that
spirit, changes will be coming to
the online community. As many
of you are already aware, the
New York State Bar Association
has rolled out Communities, the
next generation of its communications platform. The General
Practice Section will be joining
Communities where members
will interact with each other as
they have always done on the
list serve. For more information,
you can go to www.nysba.org/
HowDoI.

Picking up where our Immediate Past Chair Lew Tesser left
off, the General Practice Section
is once again funding the General Practice Pro Bono Fund with
a $10,000 donation to a legal services organization. Last
year, the Volunteer Legal Services Project of Monroe
County was the recipient of our Pro Bono Fund grant.
I encourage all of you to contact me about getting
more involved in the activities of the General Practice
Section to enhance its benefits even more. I hope you
enjoy this issue of One on One and look forward to receiving submissions highlighting the issues our members face in their individual practices.
Rich Klass
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