Pro Bono Update
By Elissa D. Hecker, Carol Steinberg, Kathy Kim and Irina Tarsis
Pro Bono Steering Committee
Pro Bono Clinics

AMI Program Finalists

Thank you so much to the following attorneys who volunteered their services for what
was to be the Pro Bono Clinic with Women in
Music on August 3rd: Tiffany R. Almy, Erika
Stallings, Anibal Luque, Barry Jay Reiss, John W.
Rybicki, Claire Vinyard, Nyasha Foy, Merlyne
Jean-Louis, Diane Krausz, Steve Gordon, Rosemarie Tully, La-Vaughnda Taylor, Irina Tarsis,
Courtney N. Hargrove, Shannon Zhu, Monika Fidler,
Ava Farshidi, Kashima A. Loney, and Pamela Schwartz.
Unfortunately, due to lack of clients, the Clinic had to be
rescheduled. Stay tuned for further information.

The Caribbean Film Academy, Inc.

The EASL Section also co-sponsored a Clinic organized by the IP Section in late summer.
The next Pro Bono Clinic will take place on Sunday,
February 28, at the Dance/NYC Symposium. It will be
held at the same location as last year, Gibney Dance, 280
Broadway (across the street from City Hall, enter at 53
Chambers). Signup information will be forthcoming.

Speakers Bureau
The New York Foundation for the Arts (NYFA) once
again asked EASL to provide our excellent array of attorneys to provide legal education. This time it was for
NYFA’s Arts Business Incubator (ABI) grantees. NYFA’s
Peter Cobb (Program Officer, lawyer, and saxophone
player) conceived and actualized a grant program for
arts businesses that could use a professional boost. Seven
arts businesses were chosen after a careful screening
process, of which EASL Executive Committee members
Innes Smolansky and Carol Steinberg participated. The
grant moneys will be used by the ABIs for professional
services.1
Pro Bono Steering Committee Co-chair Carol Steinberg put together a program of business law essentials for
the ABIs. EASL Members Innes Smolansky, Jason Aylesworth, Steve Masur, Diane Krausz, and Rosemarie Tully
were panelists in, and Carol Steinberg moderated for, the
afternoon program. That program consisted of choice of
business entities, contracts, employment law, and liability/insurance issues. It was held at the beautiful office of
the Center for Italian Art in Soho. The participants were
engaged, asked excellent questions, and commented that
the panel was extremely helpful and informative.
Carol Steinberg commented that EASL members
always respond to requests for panel participation to
educate artists in all of the boroughs with great enthusiasm and generosity of spirit. The next program for the
ABIs will consist of Intellectual Property issues.
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The academy is a non-profit organization
dedicated to supporting the work of filmmakers of Caribbean heritage, both in the Caribbean
Region and the Diaspora. Their work is focused
on promoting and sharing the art of storytelling
through film from the unique perspective of the
Caribbean.
Center for Italian Modern Art
The Center for Italian Modern Art is a non-for-profit
dedicated to promoting new scholarship and dialogue
around 20th century Italian art. This will be done through
an annual exhibition installation, featuring artists often
little known and rarely exhibited in the United States; a
fellowship program, open to emerging art history scholars
of any nationality; and a robust, varied schedule of public
programming.
BxArts Factory
The BxArts Factory is a non-for-profit organization
whose mission is to promote and grow the Bronx arts
community. The initiative will focus on providing space
and resources to local, multimedia artists to work on
projects, which will make art accessible to the community,
with an educational component.
Syncopated City Dance Company
Syncopated City Dance Company is a for-profit
enterprise whose mission is to maintain and nourish
Lindy Hop dancing in New York City through promoting
its history, culture, music, and dance. They aim to push
the boundaries of the genre by blending acrobatic Lindy
hop, saucy blues, and folk jazz, updated to resonate with
today’s audiences.
Musical Theatre Factory
Musical Theatre Factory is a volunteer-based organization dedicated to helping musical theatre artists develop and present new work. They are currently based in
Times Square in donated blackbox theater space, and offer
readings, workshops, classes, and some production to the
theater community.
Young Artists In Business
Bronx-based artist and founder of “Project YEAH,”
Roy Secord, seeks to establish a not-for-profit initiative
that works with young offender populations, teaching
them artisanal skills for vocational employment in the arts
and arts-related fields. Participants will learn a variety of
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techniques to create individualized, marketable art product (i.e. designer shoes, clothing, art furniture, fine art, designer trade objects, “artsy” utilitarian products, etc.), and
will also receive financial and entrepreneurial training.

Litigations

Artwalk, LLC

We look forward to working with all of you, and
to making pro bono resources available to every EASL
member.

Applicants will create an “app” that offers a walking
guide to New York City from an art-lover’s perspective.
The company has created a platform that can be used to
map installations, public art, and other attractions and
pair them with text and multimedia.
*****************************************

Clinics
Elissa D. Hecker and Kathy Kim coordinate legal clinics with various organizations.
• Elissa D. Hecker, eheckeresq@eheckeresq.com
• Kathy Kim, kathy@productions101.com

Speakers Bureau
Carol Steinberg coordinates Speakers Bureau programs and events.

Irina Tarsis coordinates pro bono litigations.
• Irina Tarsis, tarsis@gmail.com

Endnote
1.

Comprised of both for-profit and not-for-profit organizations,
this cohort represents a diverse cross-section of New York City’s
artistic and cultural communities. Over the next three years,
participants will undergo rigorous training in the essentials of
starting and running an arts-based enterprise. In addition to
the group educational component, each enterprise will receive
coaching, mentoring, and subsidized professional services to help
achieve their respective institutional priorities.
Beyond the nuts and bolts of supporting the growth of these
enterprises, ABI will explore the best practices associated with
running a startup in the arts. “Entrepreneurship is but one
definition of the artist life and owning that way of being is
exciting and inspiring,” said NYFA’s Executive Director, Michael
Royce. “The participants in this inaugural cohort are trailblazing
that path. NYFA’s ABI program is more than providing tools for
artists—it’s about helping them to use those tools in a way that
brings the community together in creative and meaningful ways.”
https://www.nyfa.org/Content/Show/Arts%20Business%20
Incubator.

• Carol Steinberg, elizabethcjs@gmail.com
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