Pro Bono Update

By Elissa D. Hecker, Carol Steinberg, Kathy Kim and Irina Tarsis
Pro Bono Steering Committee
Speakers Bureau
The Pro Bono Steering Committee collaborated with EASL’s Fine Arts Committee and our
frequent partner NYFA to present a panel on
business practices for artists on June 9th from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. The idea for this panel was
born at EASL’s Annual Meeting, when each of
our committees held a round table session with
its members. Jill Ellman and Patricia Pernes attended, and spoke with Judith Prowda and Carol Steinberg about a panel in the Spring.

tenants’ rights regarding repairs and renewal
leases, dealing with new owners and buy-out offers, and how to negotiate with landlords in this
difficult market.
The event was free and open to the public.
It is expected that another panel will be held in
the Fall in conjunction with Bushwick’s Open
Studio week-end.
***

The panel was called “Legal Primer for Artists:
Leasing Commercial and Residential Space and Dealing
with Tax Issues”. The panel was a legal primer geared
to artists and entertainers in the New York Metropolitan
area, of best practices and need-to-know legal basics in
leasing commercial and residential space, as well as how
to handle basic income and sales tax issues.

Clinics

This excellent panel consisted of Jill Ellman, an associate at M. Ross & Associates, LLC, Patricia Pernes, Esq.,
and David Frazer, Esq. The panel was co-moderated by
Judith Prowda and Carol Steinberg. The commercial leasing presentation addressed key provisions in commercial leases, and issues particular to artists in negotiating
commercial or studio space, such as insurance, business
considerations, liability, and customizing the space. In
addition, Jill covered what happens when the landlord/
tenant relationship deteriorates in the event of default,
breach of lease terms, eviction and change in management. Patricia addressed potential tax issues for artists,
how to deal with income tax and deductions, and sales
and use tax in New York. David addressed critical issues
in renting residential space, including rent stabilization,

Speakers Bureau

Elissa D. Hecker and Kathy Kim coordinate legal clinics with various organizations.
• Elissa D. Hecker, eheckeresq@eheckeresq.com
• Kathy Kim, kathy@productions101.com

Carol Steinberg coordinates Speakers Bureau programs and events.
• Carol Steinberg, elizabethcjs@gmail.com

Litigations
Irina Tarsis coordinates pro bono litigations.
• Irina Tarsis, tarsis@gmail.com
We look forward to working with all of you, and
to making pro bono resources available to every EASL
member.

EASL Lawyers in Transition Job Bank
The EASL Lawyers in Transition (LIT) Job Bank has been updated! To view the Job Bank, please visit the EASL
Lawyers in Transition group page on Linked In (www.linkedin.com).
The EASL LIT Job Bank on Linked In is an exclusive benefit for members of EASL. In order to view the Job
Bank, you must request to join the EASL LIT group page on Linked In. To join, visit www.linkedin.com and search
for NYSBA Entertainment Art and Sports Law Lawyers in Transition Committee under “Groups.” After submitting
your request to join the group, we will confirm that you are a member of EASL and your request will be granted.

6

NYSBA Entertainment, Arts and Sports Law Journal | Summer 2016 | Vol. 27 | No. 2

