Message from the Section Chair
I am
writing this
message on
the last day
of November, having
just finished
a wonderful
weekend with
family. In that
vein, I hope
you all had the chance, and took that
chance, to enjoy Thanksgiving with
family and friends.
Similarly, due to the publication
schedule for this Journal, I can only
express my hope that you all had
a wonderful holiday season. That
said, I certainly wish you all a happy,
healthy and prosperous New Year.
Following is a report on a few
Section activities. In July, we created
a Bylaws Task Force, capably and efficiently chaired by Karl Holtzschue.
That group reviewed the Section
bylaws and produced a report suggesting a number of revisions needed
to allow the Section to operate more
efficiently and consistent with its
bylaws.
This report, with minor revisions,
was adopted by the Executive Committee at its October 17, 2015 meeting,
and will be circulated to the Section
and voted on at the Annual Meeting
on January 28, 2016.
Sincere thanks to Karl for his
outstanding job and thanks to his
task force members, David Berkey,
Richard Fries, Brian Lustbader, Ben
Weinstock, Larry Wolk and Dan Zinman for their contributions.
In my last column, I failed to
acknowledge that Joe Walsh has
been appointed as a delegate from
the Section to the NYSBA House
of Delegates, joining Steve Alden,
Michelle Wildgrube and Sam Tilton.
In addition, Nancy Connery has been
appointed as our Alternate Delegate.
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As a Section, we are expending
considerable efforts on law students
who may be interested in a real property practice. Our Student Affairs
Committee, under the leadership of
Ariel Weinstock, and Shelby Green
and Dave Berkey, is continuing with
the following initiatives:
• The student intern program
continues to thrive. There are
now eight law schools participating in this program, which
allows law students to join law
offices and legal departments as
student interns, providing them
with an introduction to the
actual practice of real estate law,
exposing them to networking
opportunities and exposing law
firms to many talented students.
To date, sixteen law firms and
businesses are participating in
this program. Please contact any
one of the chairs of this committee for further information as to
how you or your firm can join
this effort.
• The Section has sponsored two
scholarships, each in memory of
an outstanding New York State
real estate lawyer, both of whom
were former Chairs of the Section. There are scholarships of
$5,000 each in memory of Lorraine Power Tharp and Melvyn
Metzner. Through these scholarships, funds are made available to deserving law students.
These scholarships are available
to law students attending any of
the New York State law schools.
Further information and applications are available from the
New York State Bar Foundation.
Although applications for this
coming school year are closed, I
encourage you to publicize the
availability of these scholarships
to any law students with whom
you come in contact.
• Recently, Ariel Weinstock and
Spencer Compton attended a
presentation and reception at

Brooklyn Law School. They, as
alumni of the school, active Section members and fine examples
of real estate law practitioners,
were able to meet with students
to discuss the realities of real estate law practice and introduce
the students to RPLS activities
and benefits.
The committee is looking for
alumni of the New York Statebased law schools who would
be willing to participate in similar programs with current students interested in the practice
of real estate law. Again, if you
are willing to participate, please
contact any of the chairs of the
Student Affairs Committee.
• In order to further expose students to the benefits of the Section and the realities of practicing real property law, we offer
free membership in the Section
to all law students.
This Section will continue to
grow and thrive only if members of
the Section are willing to participate. I
encourage all of you to review the list
of committees at the end of this Journal and contact one of the committee
chairs leading our effort in the areas
of law in which you practice or you
wish to practice. They would enthusiastically welcome your participation.
I hope to see many of you during
the NYSBA Annual Meeting at the
Section CLE program and luncheon
being held at the New York Hilton
Midtown and the 21 Club respectively on January 28, 2016.
Finally, mark your calendars and
seriously consider attending the next
annual summer meeting, July 14 to
17, 2016, at the Long Wharf Hotel in
Boston. The chair of that program,
Trish Watkins, promises further
outstanding CLE presentations and a
great venue.
Best to all,
Leon T. Sawyko
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