Message from the Section Chair
I want to begin by applauding the
efforts of our Membership Committee
headed by Harry Meyer and Jaime
Lathrop. Under their leadership, our
Section’s membership has increased
by a small but meaningful number,
reversing the general declining trend
experienced by the Bar Association
as a whole. Of course, I also want
to welcome all of our new members
and encourage anyone reading this
Journal to join us as well. The benefits
of membership in our Section are numerous and include opportunities for
professional growth, continuing legal
education at a substantial discount,
networking and camaraderie that is
unmatched.
Our Task Force on Title Insurance Agent Licensing, headed by
Karl Holtzschue, has been working
feverishly in connection with pending agent licensing legislation and
regulations. The members of the Task
Force—Tom Hall, Sam Tilton, Gerry
Antetomaso and I—have attended
hearings conducted by the Department of Financial Services,1 reviewed
many different versions of proposed
licensing laws and, in response, issued several legislative memoranda.
The outgrowth of our active involvement paralleled the rapid advancement of this issue, which previously
remained dormant for long spells.
An agent licensing law may even be
in place by the time this Journal is
published.

Title practice has a long
history in
New York that
evolved over
the course of
time. Attorneys
in the State of
New York (and
formerly, the
Colony of New
York) were issuing written certifications of title for more than 200 years
before the advent of title insurance in
the early twentieth century. Indeed,
they continue this practice throughout the State. As title insurance became more widespread to where it is
almost ubiquitous, non-lawyer title
insurance agents proliferated.
For many reasons, the Department of Financial Services and the
Governor have determined that it
has become necessary to regulate title
insurance agents under the Insurance
Law, and three legislative bills have
been introduced to accomplish that.
Chief among the concerns of the Task
Force is to clarify all of these bills
to remove any lingering ambiguity
about the right of lawyers to continue
to act as title insurance agents in matters where they are also representing
clients in legal matters.
Our Section has been in close contact with David Schraver, President of
the New York State Bar Association;
Ron Kennedy, Director of Govern-

mental Relations; and Kevin Kerwin,
Associate Director of Governmental
Relations, in this matter. I want to
acknowledge their active participation and thank them for their help,
guidance and support, both with the
Legislature and with the Committee
on Professional Ethics.
Please remember to reserve the
date so that you can attend our Summer Meeting, which is scheduled to
take place July 17 through July 20,
2014 at beautiful and historic Niagara
on the Lake, Ontario, Canada. More
details and registration forms will be
coming shortly.
In closing, I note the passing of
our esteemed member, Keith Osber
of Vestal, NY. Keith practiced for
over 50 years at Hinman, Howard &
Kattell, LLP in Binghamton, NY, and
was the Chair of our Section twenty
years ago. All who knew him fondly
remember that he exuded dignity,
professionalism, and a dedication to
real estate law.
Benjamin Weinstock

Endnote
1.

On October 3, 2011 the New York State
Banking Department and the New York
State Insurance Department were abolished and the functions and authority of
both former agencies transferred to the
New York State Department of Financial
Services. These were among the oldest
regulatory agencies in the State of New
York. In fact, the New York State Banking
Department, formed in 1829, was the oldest bank regulatory agency in the nation.
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