Message from the Outgoing Section Chair
How quickly a year has passed. It
is hard for me to believe that the end
of my term of office is drawing near.
Despite its brevity, the year was filled
with many exciting challenges and
achievements.

coming years.
Notably, our
efforts on the
legislative front
have been very
successful.

The members of our Executive
Committee have worked hard to
chair their respective committees
and as a result, the Real Property
Law Section has been a leader in
many endeavors. We have provided
numerous CLE opportunities, cosponsored events with other Sections,
and initiated new programs that will
undoubtedly serve the Bar well in the

I would
like to thank
each committee
chair, member
at large and district representative
for his or her devoted service to our
Section. I am confident that they will
remain encouraged to continue to
serve for the good of the public and
our profession. On behalf of the entire

State Bar, I want to commend them
for the job they have done, and I look
forward to seeing what will be done
in the future.
Our incoming Chair, David
Berkey, has extraordinary leadership
skills and a great passion for the Section. I am certain that he will be an
especially effective leader. He will
be supported by the Section’s strong
team of officers; Leon Sawyko, Mindy
Stern, Patricia Watkins and Spencer
Compton, each of whom I admire
greatly. I eagerly await the great
things that they will accomplish during their tenure.
Benjamin Weinstock

Message from the Incoming Section Chair
I look forward to working with
all members of our Real Property
Law Section, and especially those
who serve on its Executive Committee, who chair and co-chair our many
substantive committees, and who
create and promote our CLE programs
and publications. Our 4,000 Section
members keep our Section strong by
attending and participating in our
functions, undertaking tasks as committee members, acting as hosts for
our Student Interns and by mentoring
new “dirt lawyers” who will be our
Section’s strength in years to come.
We have an excellent group of
officers, who keep our membership energized, record our meetings,
control our costs and keep us apprised
of legislation and substantive legal
issues that affect our membership.
Leon Sawyko will be taking us to the
Queens Landing Hotel at Niagara
on the Lake, Ontario, Canada, for a
beautiful 2014 Summer Meeting, and I
hope to see many of you there. Mindy
Stern is already planning our 2015
Summer Meeting. Spencer Compton has helped us increase our Section’s budget surplus at a time when
membership in all Sections has fallen,
allowing us to support young lawyers
and seasoned lawyers by increas-

ing our grants
and scholarship awards
to deserving
lawyers and
law students.

I truly enjoyed arranging our 2013
Summer Meeting program at Mohonk
Mountain House and our 2014 Annual
Meeting. Our attendance at those
events was stellar and I hope many of
you have fond memories of them.

I will have
a difficult job
following the
great leadership exhibited by Benjamin Weinstock,
my immediate predecessor, and by
the many Section Chairs who have
preceded him. Ben’s work on the title
insurance agent licensing bill was superb and his energy and commitment
to our Section sets an example for all
to follow.

My focus as Section Chair will still
be on rejuvenating and expanding our
membership, by helping our Membership Committee and Law School
Internship Committee reach out to
law students and newly admitted real
estate lawyers that are the future of
our Section. We will also try to hold
joint events with other Sections, so
that our great strengths—our CLE
programs, our publications, our collegiality and our willingness to help
others—will lead to continued growth
of our Section. My first task will be to
contact all Committee chairs to learn
what programs are being planned for
the June 2014-15 year, to see if we can
help expand the Committees’ reach
and membership, and to help them
work with law schools by creating student committee internship positions
that will allow talented law students
to help the Committees achieve their
goals.

There are many paths that bring
lawyers to our Section. My former
partner, Stanley Dreyer, enlisted
me to be secretary of the Section’s
Condominiums and Cooperatives
Committee when he was its co-chair.
Eventually, I became that Committee’s
co-chair, spoke at many CLE programs
involving cooperative and condominium issues, became co-chair of our
Section’s Membership Committee,
started our Student Intern initiative
and was asked to join the officer “ladder,” leadingto my present position.

We will continue our Section’s
great traditions into the future.
David L. Berkey
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