Message from the Incoming Chair
So what’s
your passion?
Whether you
just graduated from
law school,
or have been
practicing for
years, we all
gravitated to
real property
law for a reason. What is yours?
Do you want to:
• Protect landmarked buildings?
• Eliminate the scourge of “zombie” houses from neighborhoods to make them safer and
preserve property values?
• Help a client buy or sell a trophy building? Or represent the
lender providing the financing?
• Convince the legislature to
adopt rational laws affecting
property owners and occupants,
or to correct an injustice?
• Help a not-for-profit with a mission you support get or keep a
real property tax exemption?
• Reduce real estate’s carbon
footprint through “green”
measures?

• Work to support the housing needs of New Yorkers by
improving mortgage foreclosure
practices, addressing homelessness, or promoting affordable
housing?
• Organize community service
projects?
• Select law school scholarship
recipients?
• Negotiate a newsworthy office,
retail or restaurant lease?
• Help a coop or condo deal with
the Air B&B phenomenon?
• Create or update forms to make
it more efficient to do what you
love?
• Improve how our Section uses
technology to connect with its
members?
Whatever your personal interest in all things real estate, you will
find a place in the Real Property Law
Section to fulfill it. Our Section has a
collective passion—we strive to serve
our clients and the public with the
highest moral and ethical standards,
to achieve excellence, to be relevant,
and to find meaning in our work.

Our Committees Chairs and
members come from every part of the
State. They develop their missions
and goals through collective consensus. If you join us, you will have the
unique opportunity to network and
collaborate with fellow dirt lawyers
at all stages of their careers—ranging from the most seasoned, accomplished members of our profession, to
those just starting out—to select projects and develop programs for the
coming year. Our Section consistently
is one of the largest in the Association, but the warmth and collegiality
of our members and leadership make
it feel much more intimate—like
collaborating with good friends who
nurture you and encourage you to
be your best, both personally and
professionally.
It is humbling to reflect upon all
of the talented, dedicated and accomplished predecessors in this position.
I am honored and privileged to be
embarking on this year-long journey
with you. Please join us to make the
coming year the best ever for the Real
Property Law Section. We need you!
Mindy H. Stern
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