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A Message from the Section Chair
“What Is a Young Lawyer?”
As the new Chair of the Young
Lawyers Section, people often ask
me this question. For some of us, the
term is a misnomer. While it is true
that we all are lawyers in our first
ten years of New York practice, some
of us may not see ourselves as young
at all. YLS is broadly representative,
and with the legal profession currently in a state of flux, many of us
are forging our own path, directly or
indirectly. As a result of our experiences, we are changing the future
our profession—and for the better.
My own path was not a straight
line. I went to law school after being a paralegal and, in 2007, I found
myself a lawyer. I did what I was
“supposed to do” and got a job in
hedge funds, but, when the market
imploded, my job went with it. A
fantastic learning experience? Yes.
But my journey from then to now
was difficult.
While in law school I considered
becoming a solo practitioner. Yet fate
had a way of making that “maybe”
more definite, and I opened my Albany practice in 2011. Certainly, there
are days when I question whether I
should be doing something else, but
there are many more when I feel that
I am exactly where I should be. On
those days I truly feel like a “real”
lawyer.

As an attorney on my
own, I reached
out to the New
York State Bar
Association.
Soon, I found
a home there,
and the more I
have put into
my membership, the more
I have gotten out of it. NYSBA found
my input valuable and has provided
me with leadership opportunities
and the support of people who have
been there and done that. Through
YLS, I learned skills both in law and
in business, and connected with great
people that I now count as friends.

These same opportunities exist
for you.

“[T]he more I have put into
my membership, the more I
have gotten out of it.”
Get involved with the Young
Lawyers Section and other NYSBA
Sections that interest you. Go to
meetings, attend our CLEs, and get
to know your fellow lawyers. Let
YLS be a resource to help you find
your own path in the practice of law.
I know it has been for me.
Sarah E. Gold, Section Chair
Gold Law Firm

Inside
Riley v. California and Personal Privacy
in the Glow of the Digital Age
3
(Andrew Crocker)
No Safety in Growing Numbers:
‘TRAP’ Laws and Reproductive
Rights
(Katherine Greenier)

4

New York’s Medical Marijuana
Law: For Some, Too Little, Too Late 6
(Karen O’Keefe)

Beware of Geeks Bearing Formulas:
The Age of Apps and Financial
Regulation
8
(Nicholas M. Herubin)
New York and the Fallibility of
False Confessions
(Lonnie Soury)
Freelance Lawyering: When an
Unconventional Choice Is the
Right Choice
(Jessica Coffin)

9

11

