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A Message from the Section Chair
Dear Young Lawyers Section
member:
Welcome to our latest edition of
Perspective—the printed publication
of the NYSBA Young Lawyers Section (YLS)! Our last publication was
printed at the beginning of our 75th
Anniversary Year, and here we are
approaching the term’s end on May
31st. We continue to be proud of
“growing old while staying young.”
Since we last touched base, we
have had a lot of fun and exciting
events happening around the State.
During the last week in January, we held our Annual Meeting as
part of NYSBA’s Annual Meeting at
the New York Hilton Midtown. Our
Executive Committee meeting and
half-day CLE program were held
on January 29th. The CLE program
focused on bankruptcy law and was
extremely well-received. We thank
our CLE co-chairs, Nathan Kaufman,
Esq. and Erica Weisberger, Esq., for
putting together an amazing program. Thank you also to our wonderful speakers.
The Young Lawyers Section each
year honors a young lawyer who has
rendered outstanding service to both
the community and legal profession.
After our Annual Meeting CLE program, we were proud to present this
award to Muhammad Faridi, Esq.

Our twoday Bridging the Gap
program was
then held on
January 30th
and January
31st and was
co-chaired by
John Christopher, Esq.
and Courtney
Radick, Esq. A variety of substantive
legal topics were covered, including
intellectual property, personal injury,
appeals, matrimonial law, estate
planning, ethics and much more.
We thank our speakers for their
participation as well. Our programs
would not be possible without their
support.
March 29th through April 2nd
found the Young Lawyers Section
in Ithaca, NY for the Fifth Annual

Trial Academy. This program is an
intensive five-day trial techniques
program, which provides attorneys
with the opportunities to improve
their trial skills. With over 60 attendees this year, it was the best attended
year to date. Thanks to our co-chairs
Michael L. Fox, Esq. and Sarah E.
Gold, Esq. for your efforts in ensuring that this Trial Academy was a
success. Thank you also to Megan
O’Toole and Adriana Favreau, our
NYSBA Staff, for your assistance
with our Trial Academy. The program would not be the same without
your guidance and hard work.
Throughout the year, the YLS’
District Representatives from
throughout the State have been holding events near you. We held a few
annual parties, including a Toys
for Tots drive, during the holiday
season. We also had a wine tasting
event on Long Island and attended
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a Syracuse football homecoming
game. These events are a great way
to network with colleagues in your
area in a fun and informal setting.
Keep your eyes and ears open for the
opportunity to attend future district
events.
On April 26, YLS members
volunteered with City Harvest at
their Mobile Market in Washington
Heights. Volunteers were each supplied with thousands of pounds of

fresh produce which they distributed
to the market-goers, free of charge.
This wonderful opportunity to volunteer was organized by our Community Service and Pro-Bono Committee, chaired by Kara J. Buonanno,
Esq. and Erica Weisgerber, Esq. We
thank them for organizing this great
opportunity for our Section to volunteer in the community! We are also
excited to be in the process of picking
our winners for the second annual
YLS Civics Poster/Essay Contest.

Young Lawyers Section Chair Lisa R. Schoenfeld (left),
and New York State Bar Association President David
M. Schraver (right) present the Outstanding Young
Lawyeys Award to Muhammad Faridi at the Young
Lawyers Section Annual Meeting in New York City in
January.

As this is the last
edition of Perspective that
will be printed during
my time as Chair, I wanted to thank my wonderful Executive Committee
for all of their hard work
this year. While the year
is not yet over, it has
been absolutely remarkable so far. Our Section
would not be nearly as
successful as it is without all of your efforts. I
would love to personally
name each one of you,
but there is not enough
space in Perspective for
me to do so! However,
I would like to take this

opportunity to give a special thank
you to the other Officers of the Section. To Sarah Gold, Esq., who will
be Chair of the Section starting on
June 1, 2014—the Section is sure to
continue thriving under your leadership. To Erica Hines, Esq., our incoming Chair-Elect, Erin Flynn, Esq., our
incoming Treasurer, and John Christopher, Esq., our incoming Secretary
—thank you all for your dedication
and for the time you have put into
our Section. Thank you also to Jason Clark, Esq. for all of his work as
Treasurer this past year. Finally, a sincere thank you to Tiffany Bardwell,
our staff liaison. None of what we
do would be possible without you!
Thank you for never saying “no,” for
your optimistic outlook and for your
insight. You are truly incredible!
It has been an honor to serve
as the Section Chair this past year.
Thank you for the opportunity!
Sincerely,
Lisa R. Schoenfeld, Esq.
Section Chair, June 2013-May 2014
Schlissel Ostrow Karabatos, PLLC

Request for Articles
If you have written an article and would like to have
it considered for publication in Perspective,
please send it to:
Sarah E. Gold
Gold Law Firm
1843 Central Avenue, Suite 187
Albany, NY 12205
sg@goldlawny.com
Articles should be submitted in electronic document format
(pdfs are NOT acceptable), and include biographical information.
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