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A Message from the Section Chair
It is hard to believe that my tenure as Chair of this Section is nearing
its end. It seems like only yesterday
we were in Washington, D.C., at the
Supreme Court, seeking admission
for over 40 members of NYSBA.
Months later, I am already nostalgic
for this past.
In my last message, I recounted
how I came to be a part of the Young
Lawyers Section. In this past year as
its Chair, I came to truly understand
both my role and the importance
of the Young Lawyers Section to its
members.
The last 18 months have been
particularly intense, as the New York
State Bar Association’s House of
Delegates dealt with thorny issues
involving pro bono reporting, and,
most recently, the Uniform Bar Exam.
Where attorneys can practice, how we
are licensed, and what is expected of
us have all been in play. It is through
thoughtful discussions with my fellow delegates that I have endeavored
to give our Section a voice. In all of
this, I know that—though we may be
at the beginning of legal careers—the
decisions made today will resonate,
altering legal practice in the years to
come.
For my own part, I have risen to
speak, both expressing the perspectives of the Section and on behalf of
attorneys to come. Being Chair of the
Young Lawyers Section is a role that
I take great pride in, and I will continue to support the efforts of the Section and all officers who follow.

Recently, I
heard an award
acceptance
speech in which
the awardee
spoke of her
reasons for
becoming part
of NYSBA. I
nodded in recognition as she
recounted seeking role models on which she could
model her practice as an attorney,
since she had no such models in her
family. Like her, it was through all the
great practitioners that I have met at
NYSBA that I found my path. If I too
can help guide others, even as I mature in my own practice, I intend to
do so with the same integrity, honor,
professional skill, and courtesy as
those who have shown me.
In my time as Chair, not one accomplishment was gotten alone or
in a vacuum. Nothing would have
been possible without the support of

my fellow officers: John Christopher
and Terrence Tarver, or our Section’s
hard-working Executive Committee.
I would also like to thank past Chair,
Lisa Schoenfeld, as well as incoming
Chair, Erica Hines, and Chair-Elect,
Erin Flynn. I leave the Section in capable hands and with great hopes
for the future. Tiffany Bardwell, our
Section Staff Liaison, and tireless advocate, makes all things possible. Her
support and friendship have been
invaluable.
I would also like to thank NYSBA
staff and everyone at the Bar Center,
which I have come to think of as a
home away from home. It is through
everyone’s dedication and their unflinching support of the Young Lawyers Section that we remain on the
road to success. In the years to come, I
look forward to working with you all,
and any attorney, new to the profession, who could use a helping hand.
Sarah E. Gold, Section Chair
Gold Law Firm
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