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Message from the Chair
A year goes by fast! As I
wind down my year as Chair
of the Trial Lawyers Section, I
look back upon a great year of
many accomplishments that we
can all be proud of. It’s been
an honor to serve as Chair of
such an outstanding group of
lawyers.
Our mission as a Section
is to promote and advance the
interests of trial practice and
the trial lawyers who are our members. With the active
support of so many of our members, we successfully carried out this mission. We offered many continuing legal
education programs throughout the year, along with
many other programs sponsored or cosponsored by our
Section. Many of these programs were specifically for trial lawyers. Many others were of interest to all NYSBA
members, including numerous diversity initiatives held
throughout the state.
One program that our Section proudly sponsored
over the past year was the Trial Academy, a weeklong
program created by the Young Lawyers Section, held each
spring at Cornell Law School for already admitted attorneys. This is an excellent way for the more experienced
members of our Section to support (mostly) younger
lawyers in the development of their trial practice skills.
I’ve been a member of the teaching faculty of the Trial
Academy for the past four years, as have other members

of our Section. This program stands out as one NYSBA’s
finest.
Another outstanding program that our Section sponsored over the past year was the National Law School
Trial Competition. We have sponsored this program in
New York for many years thanks to Section member and
past Chair Tom Valet. Over the years this program has
developed trial skills of countless students attending the
various law schools in New York, continuing to benefit
them long after they’ve entered the practice of law. This
program and the Trial Academy are more important now
than ever, particularly in the civil practice arena, as it has
become increasingly more difficult to develop competent
trial skills with far fewer cases going to trial than in the
past. We look forward to supporting these programs for
many years to come.
Our signature Summer Meeting was a great success, and well attended, in Newport, Rhode Island. We
all managed to learn some new trial tactics amidst all
the fun that Newport provides. Our recent Fall Meeting
in New York City was equally successful. We are now
busy planning for the NYSBA Annual Meeting which
will take place in New York City in January. During the
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Annual Meeting, in conjunction with the Torts, Insurance
and Compensation Law Section, we will hold an all-day
continuing legal education seminar. We’ve lined up an
outstanding panel of speakers on such topics as premises
and dram shop liability, the latest in social media and
discovery, insurance coverage, and employer liability.
Please plan to attend and support the Section.
During the Annual Meeting we will also hold our annual Section reception and dinner. This is always a wellattended event during which we will present awards
and honor members of the judiciary and practitioners for
their past contributions to the profession. We expect, as
in past years, many judges and leading practitioners to
be in attendance.

All of the CLEs and other programs that take place
throughout the year require a considerable amount of
time and commitment by Section members. Special
thanks to all of you who gave of your time over the past
year to make these programs successful.
Lastly, I want to thank the members of our Section for
trusting in me to serve as Chair for the past year. It was a
fun and enjoyable experience that I will always look back
on fondly. I look forward to remaining involved and active under the incoming leadership of Charlie Siegel, who
will take over as Chair in January. Under Charlie’s leadership I look forward to our Section having another great
year.
T. Andrew Brown
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