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Message from the Chair
It is with great pleasure
that I begin my term as Chair
of the Trial Lawyers Section.
The job requirements have
been lessened based upon the
great work and leadership of
our immediate past Chair, T.
Andrew Brown. I had the great
pleasure to work with Andrew,
and serve as Vice-Chair during
his term as Chair. Thank you,
Andrew, for your leadership,
guidance and friendship over the past year.
I look forward to sharing in the challenge of leading
the Trial Lawyers Section with Noreen DeWire Grimmick, our Vice Chair, Violet E. Samuels, our Secretary,
and Kevin J. Sullivan, our Treasurer, and the rest of our
Executive Committee. We look forward to hearing from
our members during the year regarding any questions,
concerns or suggestions in making our Section the best it
can be.
In keeping with our mission, the Trial Lawyers Section has been a staunch supporter of legal education programs and seminars for furtherance of trial practice and
litigation. For example, this year our Section supported
financially as well as with our time and talent, the New
York Regional Round of The National Trial Competition.
Our Section has had the privilege of hosting this competition for the past forty years. This year’s competition was
held January 29-31 at the Queens County Courthouse.
Twenty teams from ten different law schools from across
the state participated. Over a hundred members of the

Bar and Judiciary volunteered their time to serve as
judges and evaluators during the rounds of competition.
Many thanks to our volunteers and a special thanks again
goes to Tom Valet, our past section chair, for all his time
and effort in coordinating and running this worthwhile
program. Thank you, Tom.
Another worthwhile program our Section gets actively involved in every year is the Trial Academy held at
Cornell Law School. This five-day program was created
by the Young Lawyers Section and is held during the
spring for newly admitted attorneys and those attorneys
with limited trial skills. Our Section has supported this
worthwhile endeavor financially as well as with our time
and talent. Over the years, some of our Section members
have been instructors as well as facilitators. Thanks to
Manny Romero, Mark Moretti, Andrew Brown, Sherry
Levin Wallach and others who over the past years have
contributed their time and talents for this great program.
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I note that the NYSBA Annual Meeting in New York
City this past January was a great success. It was great to
see so many friends and colleagues from across the state.
Our joint annual dinner, held this year at Cipriani Wall
Street with our TICL Section compatriots, was well attended. Our dinner speaker this year was Jenny Rivera,
Associate Judge of the New York Court of Appeals. Many
thanks to our annual dinner chair, Evan Goldberg, for
a job well done. Not to be outdone, our joint CLE with
TICL was outstanding. Topics included an Update on
the CPLR, Legal Liability in the Age of the Drone and
Electronic Evidence, Spoliation and Discovery Issues, to
name a few of the topics. A great job was done by our
TLS program co-chairs, Violet E. Samuels and Peter C.
Kopff. Thank you both for another successful program.

chael J. Garcia from the Court of Appeals lecturing on
“How to Protect the Record.” We have Associate Justice
Thomas A. Dickerson, Appellate Division, Second Department, speaking on “Maritime Law: The Cruise Passenger’s Rights and Remedies 2016.” We have a panel of
experts and judges presenting a seminar on “Emails/
Social Media/Texts & Videos: What to Look For, Where
to Find It and What to Do with It,” just to name a few of
our outstanding CLE seminars for our meeting. Our joint
fall meeting will be a family and friends affair, with CLE
programs in the morning thereby leaving the rest of the
day to play golf, visit the attractions or enjoy the great
restaurants that New Orleans has to offer. Additional
information may be found at www.nysba.org/TICLTrialFall2016. Please join us.

While we are on the topic of an outstanding CLE,
please SAVE THE DATE for our joint fall meeting with
the TICL Section to be held Friday, October 7th through
Monday, October 10th in New Orleans. This Columbus
Day weekend event will be one of our best ever. We have
put together an informative CLE program, with a great
seminar on appellate practice (“Appellate Primer: What
Every Trial Lawyer Needs to Know but was Afraid to
Ask”). We have Judge Eugene Pigott, Jr. and Judge Mi-

Speaking of joining us, our Executive Committee is
always looking for new and energetic members to assist
and make our Section one of the best. We would ask that
if you have an interest in speaking, publishing, or joining
the Executive Committee, we can help. Please feel free to
call me at 212.440.2345 or email me at charles.siegel@cna.
com.
Charles J. Siegel

Request for Articles
If you have written an article you would like considered
for publication, or have an idea for one, please contact
one of the Trial Lawyers Section Digest Editors:
Steven B. Prystowsky
Lester Schwab Katz & Dwyer, LLP
100 Wall Street, 27th Floor
New York, NY 10005
sprystowsky@lskdnylaw.com
Andrew Kowlowitz
Furman Kornfeld & Brennan LLP
61 Broadway, 26th Floor
New York, NY 10006
akowlowitz@fkblaw.com
Articles should be submitted in electronic document format (pdfs are
not acceptable), along with biographical information.
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