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Message from the Chair
It’s hard to believe that
I’m halfway through my term
as Chair of the Trial Lawyers
Section. It’s been a wonderful
opportunity working with so
many great trial lawyers from
across the State. I continue to be
impressed with the level of talent and dedication of so many
TLS members in working hard
to continue the success of our
Section.

County, also joined us and spoke on a topic beneficial
to all, courtroom etiquette and common courtroom mistakes. We look forward to inviting both former Judge
Graffeo and Justice Weston back to speak at future events.

This talent and dedication to the Section was on full
display at our recent Summer Meeting, which took place
at the end of July in Newport, Rhode Island. Newport is
always a wonderful place to be in the summer. And as all
who attended will attest, it didn’t fail us.

In addition to great CLEs, we managed to fit in a lot
of fun, including sightseeing, a sailing cruise, a lobsterclambake, cocktail receptions and a well-run golf tournament overseen by our Golf Chair, Daniel Ecker. I was
particularly pleased with the number of younger attorneys in attendance, who took full advantage of the many
networking opportunities to meet many of New York’s
best trial lawyers and judges.

Typical of past summer meetings, we had a great
lineup of CLEs and other programs. Joining us once again
was Professor Patrick Connors, Albany Law School, who
lectured on CPLR updates and ethics. His lectures are always interesting and insightful.
Also joining us was the Honorable Victoria Graffeo,
former Associate Judge of the New York State Court of
Appeals. Judge Graffeo spoke on the differences in motion practice, brief writing, and oral arguments in the
Court of Appeals and other appellate courts of New
York. Having recently served on the Court of Appeals,
there’s probably no one better to speak on this topic.
The Honorable Michelle Weston, Supreme Court, Kings

We were also fortunate to have some of New York’s
best trial attorneys presenting this year. Irv Hirsch,
Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & Dicker LLP, presented the defendant’s proof in a wrongful death lawsuit,
while Steve Schwarz, Faraci Lange LLP, spoke on plaintiff’s proof in a wrongful death action. This CLE proved
informative for trial lawyers of all experience levels.

I want to thank our co-chairs Peter Kopff and
Violet Samuels for putting together such an outstanding Summer Meeting. I also want to thank Cathy Teeter,
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NYSBA staff who always does a great job with planning
and organizing our meetings. We also appreciate our
meeting sponsors, AppealTech and Reporter’s Ink Corp.,
for their support.

neys. Each of us should also encourage others to get more
involved. Our last three summer meetings, in Ireland, the
Napa Valley and Newport, were well attended and enjoyed by all. We hope to have you join us next year.

Attending the Summer Meeting proved to be another
great way of getting more involved in the Section. Those
more involved not only add to better the Section, but
also find greater overall satisfaction as practicing attor-

Be on the lookout for the announcement of our fall
CLE and networking event. Like last year, which proved a
huge success, this year’s fall program will be nothing less.
I look forward to seeing you all there!
T. Andrew Brown

The Trial Lawyers Section Digest is also
available
online
Including access to:
• Past Issues of the Trial
Lawyers Section Digest
(2001-present)*
• Trial Lawyers Section Digest
(2001-present) Searchable
Index
• Searchable articles from the
Trial Lawyers Section Digest
(2001-present) that include
links to cites and statutes.
This service is provided by Loislaw and is an exclusive Section
member benefit*
*You must be a Trial Lawyers Section member and logged in to access.
Need password assistance? Visit our Web site at www.nysba.org/pwhelp. For questions
or log-in help, call (518) 463-3200.

NE W Y O R K
S TAT E B A R
A S S OC I ATI O N

Go to www.nysba.org/TrialLawyersDigest

2

NYSBA Trial Lawyers Section Digest | Fall 2015 | No. 67

