A View from the Chair
Among other things, the
TICL Journal traditionally
serves as a source of practical
tips and provides analysis of
developing trends; this issue
is no exception. More importantly, however, the Journal is
a vehicle that allows practitioners to facilitate discussion,
share content with a colleague,
or simply learn something new
and perhaps apply it in their
everyday practice. In my opinion, though, one of the Journal’s greatest benefits is that it
provides members of our learned profession with the opportunity to deliver information in a medium with which
all lawyers are intimately familiar—the written word. On
these pages are captured advocacy, counsel, time, effort
and insight that is welcomed and appreciated.
This issue of the Journal also is a chance to catch up;
that is, to re-cap some highlights of the past year and
level-set for the remainder of 2013 in advance of what lies
ahead. In May, TICL was recognized as a Section Diversity Champion for its collective efforts on the diversity and
inclusion front. The Section historically has placed, and
continues to place, considerable emphasis on a number
of opportunities for minority attorneys including mentoring, leadership development, CLE scholarship, NYSBA
event sponsorship, and a host of other initiatives that
specifically are aimed at fostering diversity within our
membership and within our Executive Committee ranks.
As part of the venture, TICL Section leadership has committed to the NYSBA Section Mentor Program in order to
assist with attorney involvement and professional growth
in NYSBA Sections, and to help pave the way for future
leaders. TICL also co-sponsored the Commercial and
Federal Litigation Section’s Smooth Moves event in the
Spring, and provided two full tuition scholarships to eligible and diverse candidates wishing to attend the Young
Lawyers Section Trial Academy.
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Our Annual CLE was held in Annapolis, Maryland,
in August and included a comprehensive program that
drew speakers from the bench, the bar and industry. The
attendees were treated to the hospitality of the capital city,
in the company of David Schraver, the President of our
Association. The event was capped off by a memorable
twilight cruise of the Chesapeake Bay that put a fantastic
finishing touch on a noteworthy meeting. Moreover, the
Law School for Insurance Professionals enjoyed another
successful run this year in venues throughout the state.
Our new website is up and running, coinciding with the
launch of the new NYSBA platform, and is as user-friendly as ever. The portal provides meaningful content and an
outstanding electronic gateway to all things TICL.
As we set about the work of 2014, the Annual Meeting
program is in development in partnership with the Trial
Lawyers Section, which will include the ever-popular
dinner and all-day CLE that are trademarks of the yearly
gathering of our members from around the state. Additionally, plans already are under way for an unforgettable
annual CLE in 2014, so please stay tuned. As we begin
to close the books on 2013, and look forward to 2014, the
Section’s financial position remains strong, and we are
well-positioned to continue to provide the value-added
member benefits on which the Section prides itself.
In conclusion, my thanks to those who make it all
work, every day, all year long. A special note of thanks to
the contributors to this issue of the Journal, the collective
steady hands of Lyn Curtis, the NYSBA staff and David
Glazer, for putting it all together and making it look
effortless.
Most importantly, and on behalf of the entire TICL
Section Executive Committee, our thanks to you, our
members, for supporting not only the largest volunteer
state bar association in the country, but the greatest one.
Robert F. McCarthy
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