A Message from the Section Chair
In January of this year the
Senior Lawyers Section celebrated its fifth anniversary;
in that time we have more
than doubled our membership by focusing on our stated
purpose, the furtherance of
the interests and quality of life
of senior lawyer members of
the New York State Bar Association. The diversity of our
membership, which our first
Section Chair, Justin L. Vigdor,
noted in his Fall 2009 Message, continues to be a significant characteristic of our Section and a substantial factor
in choosing our CLE programs, the articles contained in
the issues of The Senior Lawyer, and our plans for future
activity.
This issue of The Senior Lawyer, produced with consummate skill and dedication by our co-editors, Stephen
G. Brooks and Willard DaSilva, continues the tradition
of providing timely and thought-provoking articles that
speak to the very varied interests of our membership.
These articles include Granny Snatchers, about New York’s
Uniform Guardianship Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction Act, by Anthony J. Enea, Esq., Chair of our Program
and CLE Committee; The Law and Lifelong Learning by
Charles A. O’Connor, III, Esq.; Planning for Seniority by
Rosemary Byrne, Esq., a Certified Life Coach and CoChair of our Financial and Quality of Life Planning Committee; Defective Metal on Metal Hip Implant Claims in Federal Multidistrict Litigation by Hadley L. Matarazzo, Esq.
and more.
The editors are always interested in receiving suggestions for articles and welcome the submission of articles
for their consideration.
Our most recent CLE program, presented on January 28th during the 2014 Annual Meeting, was crafted by
Ellen Makofsky and Anthony J. Enea to address certain
elements of a subject of continuing interest to our members, financial aspects of planning for retirement. This
program, entitled “Strategies for Optimizing and Protecting Your and Your Clients’ Assets in Retirement” covered
types of house transfers and their consequences, special
needs trusts, criteria for when a will and when a trust

should be used, factors to consider when deciding when
to begin receiving Social Security benefits, and planning
for IRA minimum distributions and Roth conversions. The
program drew more than 100 attendees and received very
favorable evaluations.
Anthony J. Enea, Chair of our CLE and Program Committee, will shortly begin the process of planning our Fall
CLE program. Please contact him with any suggestions
you may have for program topics and/or speakers, or if
you would like to assist in the implementation of the Fall
program. We also are exploring the possibility of producing short webcasts this year. Rosemary Byrne is the person
to contact if you have an interest in participating in this
project.
Our plans for this year also include continued efforts
to increase the diversity of our Section with respect to
both women and members of minority groups. To that
end our Section was a co-sponsor of the January 27, 2014
Annual Meeting Diversity Reception, which members
of our Executive Committee attended. We also were a
co-sponsor of the Commercial and Federal Litigation Section’s April 1st program “Eighth Annual Smooth Moves:
Career Strategies for Attorneys of Color.” Representatives
of our Section attended and applications for membership
in our Section were made available to the attendees.
We also are committed to supporting pro bono opportunities for all attorneys in general, and senior attorneys in
particular. As part of that commitment this issue includes
two relevant articles, Pro Bono Representation of New York
Appeals by Susan Patnode, Esq., and Cynthia Feathers,
Esq., and New York’s Attorney Emeritus Program by Fern
Schair, Esq., Co-Chair of our Pro Bono Committee. Additional information about pro bono opportunities can be
found on NYSBA’s website.
Participation in our Section’s activities is key to
achieving our objectives. I am, therefore, urging you to
join one or more of our Committees. A list of our Committees, with a brief description of their focus and the names
of the Chairs, can be found by visiting our website, www.
nysba.org/sls. I know that they will be delighted to welcome new members and new ideas.
Carole A. Burns

Senior Lawyers Section

Visit us on the Web at
WWW.NYSBA.ORG/SLS
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