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SDNY BOARD OF JUDGES REVISES ITS ELECTRONIC DEVICES POLICY

The Board of Judges of the United States District Court for the Southern District of New
York has revised its policy regarding the use of personal electronic devices and general purpose
computing devices. A copy of the new policy follows this notice.

The new policy allows members of the bar of any court, with the advance written
permission from the judge presiding and subject to security screening, to bring one or more
personal electronic devices or general purpose computing devices into the courthouses for that
trial.

Attorneys who are admitted in the Southern District of New York and have a valid New
York State Office of Court Administration Secure Pass should still apply for an SDNY Secure Pass,
which permits the holder to bring a personal electronic device into the courthouse. For more
information on how to obtain a SDNY Service Pass, visit the court’s website at

http://nysd.uscourts.gov/file/forms/attorney-service-pass-application.
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

_________________________________ X

In the Matter of Personal : STANDING ORDER
Electronic Devices and : M10-468
General Purpose Computing Devices : (REVISED]}
___________________________________ X

At a meeting of February 26, 2014, the Beoard of Judges of the
Southern District of New York approved adoption of the following
Revigsed Standing Order M10-468 and attached standard form of
order, effective February 26, 2014:

{a) Definitions

(1) “Persconal Electronic Device” includeg any cellular
telephone and any other comparable device. For
purposes of this Standing Order, this definitiocn
excludes those devices which congtitute a “General
Purpose Computing Device”, as defined below.

{(2) “General Purpose Computing Device” includes any laptop,
iPad or similar tablet device and any other comparable
device. For purposes of this Standing Order, this
definition excludes those devices which constitute a
“pergeonal Electronic Device”, as defined above.

(3y “alid Service Pagg” refere to a pass issued by the
District Executive's Office to an attorney who has been
admitted to the Bar of this Court and presents a valid
State Unified Court System Attorney Service Pass.

(4) ‘“BEnvirons” for purposes of this Standing Order
encompass United States Courthouse properties in their
entirety including all entrances to and exits from such
buildings. It deeg not include public sidewalks
outside of such properties.

(b} No one other than court officials engaged in the conduct of
court business shall bring any camera, transmitter,
receiver, recording device, Pergonal Electronic Device, or
General Purpose Computing Device intco the United States
Courthouses of thig district (“Courthouses”) or their
Environsg except as permitted by this Standing Crder.



(c)

A person who enters the Environs of the Courthouse with a
Perscnal Electronic Device or a General Purpose Computing
Device without permission as set forth in this Order, shall
check such device(s) in the security area at the entrance to
the Courthouse.

Any violation of this Standing Order, or the individual
practice or rule of any individual judge, may result in
sanctions including, but not limited to, fines, temporary
confiscation of a device uged in connection with such
viclation, and/or forfeiture of the privileges granted by
this Standing Order.

Any attorney with a Valid Service Pass, Assistant United
States Attorneys and Federal Defenders, in each case for
this district, mway, subject to security screening, bring one
Personal FElectronic Device into the Courthouses and their
Environs for that attorney's own use. The Personal
Electronic Device may not be shared with any other person
and must not be usged in a manner that disrupts or interferes
with any judicial proceeding.

No Perscnal Electronic Device may be brought into any
courtroom, witness room or jury room, robing room or
associated space, or into any judicial chambers, 1f the
judge to whom the space is assigned prohibits the
introduction of such devices either generally or during a
particular session of the court.

Any member of the Bar of any court may, with the advance
written permission of the judge presiding and subject to
security screening, bring one or more Personal Electronic
Devices or General Purpose Computing Devices into the
Courthouses and their Environs for use in a particular trial
or proceedings before that judge.

For avoidance of doubt, a Valid Service Pass by itself does
not authorize an attorney to bring a General Purpose
Computing Device into the Courthouses and their Environs.

An attorney with a Valid Service Pass must separately
receive authorization from the presiding judge to bring in a
General Purpose Computing Device into a Courthcouse and may
do so only for the specific court proceeding for which the
attorney has received written permission.

The written permission of the judge presiding shall be
granted by means of a standard form of order (attached as



Exhibit A and available at www.nysd.uscourts.gov/forms.php)
which shall (1) enumerate the devicesg for which permission
is granted and (2) the date(s) to which such authorization
applies. The form of the order may be amended from time to
time by the Court in accordance with its internal

procedures.

All sound emitting capabilities including, without
limitation, any ringtone or vibrating sound, must be off
whenever a Personal Blectronic Device or General Purpose
Computing Device is in any ccurtroom.

No Personal Electronic Device or Perscnal Computing Device
may record any sound or image whatsoever while in the
Courthouses and their Environsg. Any infra-red ports or
capabilitiesg, and any blue-tooth capabilities, shall be
turned off whenever the device is in any Courthouse or its
Environs.

No Personal Electronic Deviceg or General Purpose Computing
Device shall ever be connected wirelessly or otherwise to
the Court's computer network or any device connected
thereto.

Ne General Purpose Computing Device connected to a court
reporter's device for the purpose of receiving a real-time
feed may be connected to or otherwise networked with any
other Perscnal Electronic Device or General Purpose
Computing Device.

No Personal Flectronic Device or General Purpose Computing
Device may be used by anyone in any courtroom for
communicating with other individuals or entities without the
prior express permission of the presiding judge. Foxr the
avoidance of doubt, telephone calls, e-mailsg, internet or
web-based research and text or instant messaging may not be
conducted in a courtroom without the pricr express
permission of the presiding judge.

Printers, scammers, and white boards with wireless
transmission capabilities shall not be connected to
authorized Personal Electronic Deviceg or General Purpose
Computing Devices while in a courtroom without prior express
authorization of the presiding judge.

The Chief Judge or, in the absence of the Chief Judge, the
Chair of the Court’s Security Committee, may suspend the
privilege of bringing Personal Electronic Devices or General



Purpose Computing Devices into the Courthouses and their
Environs that is granted by this Standing Order. The
suspension may be in whele or in part and may affect only
particular Courthouses and their Environs or parts thereof.
Any such suspengion shall terminate at the conclusion of the
next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Judges
except to the extent the Board of Judges continues the
gugpengion either in its original or a modified form.

{gq) Any presgiding judge may suspend the privilege previously
granted to any individual of bringing Personal Electronic
Devices or General Purpose Computing Devices into the
Courthouses and their Environs in his or her sole

digcretion.

SO ORDERED: Oﬁ//ﬂ//\ W

lLoretta A. Preska
Chief Judge

Dated: New York, New York
February 9?7, 2014



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

IN THE MATTER OF AN APPLICATION

TO BRING PERSONAL ELECTRONIC DEVICE(S)
OR GENERAL PURPOSE COMPUTING DEVICE(S)
INTO THE COURTHOUSES OF THE

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

FOR USE IN A PROCEEDING OR TRIAL

The following Order is subject to the definitions, obligations and restrictions imposed
pursuant to Standing Order M10-468, as Revised. Upon submission of written application to this
Court, it is hereby

ORDERED that the following attorney(s) are authorized to bring the Personal Electronic
Device(s) and/or the General Purpose Computing Device(s) (collectively, "Devices") listed below
into the Courthouse for use in a proceeding or trial in the action

captioned

., No. . The

date(s) for which such authorization is provided is (are)

Attorney Pevice(s)




(Attach Exira Sheet If Needed)

The attorney(s) identified in this Order must present a copy of this Order when entering the
Courthouse. Bringing any authorized Device(s) into the Courthouse or its Envions constitutes a
certification by the attorney that he or she will comply in all respects with the restrictions and

obligations set forth in Standing Order M10-468, as Revised.
SO ORDERED:

Dated:

United States Judge

Revised: February 26, 2014
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