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A Message from the Chair
NYSBA President-Elect
Claire Gutekunst hosted
an informal gathering of
Women Bench & Bar Leaders
from Central and Western
New York on Wednesday,
September 16. Current President of the Central New York
Women’s Bar Association,
Julia Martin, and I made the
trip west on the NYS Thruway for an enjoyable event at
the offices of Harris Beach in
Marion Hancock Fish
Pittsford. Present from the
bench were Associate Justice Peradotto of the Appellate Division, Fourth Department, and Supreme Court
Justices Deborah Karalunas and Sharon Townsend
from Onondaga and Erie Counties, respectively. Maryann Saccomando Freedman, a recognized trailblazer as
NYSBA’s first woman President, and Past President A.
Vincent Buzard also joined the group.

Inevitably, the conversation among the women
attorneys and judges ranged widely from discussion
of current caseloads, overladen court dockets, and pro
bono activities to the best discount shoe stores (they’re
in New York City) and child care (too expensive!). In
addition to these themes, all of us there share a commitment to NYSBA. Though we’ve taken different
paths, I’d bet that each woman present would agree
that her involvement with the Association has been
instrumental to her career success.
To the readers of our Section Newsletter I am
preaching to the choir. You recognize the value of the
NYSBA membership. As you know, the effort to increase membership is a significant focus of activities
for the Trusts and Estates Law Section and the Big Bar.
In particular, our Section has undertaken several special membership efforts this year under the leadership
of our Membership Committee. Five of our Districts
have hosted events to welcome new members: Ian
McLean for the First District, Mary King and Luke
Beata for the Fifth, Kate Madigan for the Sixth, Vicki
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D’Angelo for the Eighth, and Kevin Cohen for the
Ninth. Beyond that, our Section takes advantage of every outreach opportunity. Larry Keiser represented our
Section at the NYSBA “Dinner with a Lawyer” at Pace
University Law School, Chris Cioffi and Tricia Shevy
attended the NYSBA Women on the Move 2015 program in Albany, and Megan Knurr joined the NYSBA
Lawyers in Transition program in Manhattan titled,
“How to Jump Start Your Legal Career.”
In order for our Section to continue to be recognized as a critical partner in the trusts and estates legal
community, whether it is working with the OCA and
the NYS Legislature on proposed legislation, providing
top-notch CLE or otherwise, we must attract new members and encourage our members to take on Section
leadership. I thank all of those mentioned and those I
may have missed to express our appreciation in supporting the our Section and NYSBA, and in spreading
the word about the benefits of being an active member
of the Trusts and Estates Law Section.
Before I leave the topic of membership, let me also
take this opportunity to mention that Megan Knurr has
agreed to take on the Membership Committee Chair
role, succeeding Jennifer Weidner, who has been an enthusiastic leader of the Committee for the past several
years. Thank you Jennifer for your leadership and to
Megan for stepping up.
As is now the tradition, I was invited to share a
few remarks at the General Session of the Annual Trust
and Investment Conference of the New York Bankers
Association held at the Sagamore Resort in October. I
spoke to the group about recent activities of our Section, including a matter of keen interest—the ongoing
discussion within NYSBA about the statutory power of
attorney form and potential revisions. The work of this
task force continues. It is gratifying to know that the
Bankers Association turns to our membership time and
again for our perspectives and expertise. On this year’s
agenda are several of our Section leaders, including
Joe Samulski who serves as our liaison with the Bankers Association. Jill Choate Beier updated the group on
planning for digital assets, Sharon Klein talked about
hot topics in estate planning, Judge Radigan added his
perspectives to a discussion about portfolio management, and Nancy Klotz addressed the group about issues surrounding posthumously conceived children.
This past spring, our Section was contacted by
Kenneth Larywon, Chair of the NYSBA Health Law
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Section, to seek our support of a program addressing
aid in dying and end-of-life decision-making. Without
question this is a matter of interest to our Section, and
we have offered our sponsorship of the NYSBA/City
Bar program to be held on Wednesday, December 16, in
New York City with simultaneous webcast. The faculty
includes Dr. Arthur Kaplan, a nationally recognized
leader in the field of medical ethics, together with other
doctors and several attorneys. Our Section should and
will take an active role in educating New York lawyers
on how to advise clients and their families facing endof-life decisions, their choices surrounding death with
dignity, and in the discussions about proposed legislation. You can expect to hear more about this important
topic in the months and years ahead.
The Committee on Law Practice Management, with
the leadership of Sarah Diane McShea, is just completing the enormous task of updating the Association’s
publication on law practice continuity. The Planning
Ahead Guide, provided as a courtesy to all attorneys,
offers helpful step-by-step plans that every lawyer
should consider, most particularly solo and small office practitioners. The book includes articles, sample
forms and agreements and checklists to consider when
planning for practice transition due to death, disability
or retirement. The Guide directly relates to the professional lives of more than 50% of our membership who
are in solo and small offices. The Guide is also useful
when administering the business affairs of a deceased
attorney. As of this writing the updated Guide was in
final edits, but will be available through the publications menu of the NYSBA website.
Please join me in congratulating NYSBA’s Jean
Nelson on his recent retirement. In his position as Associate Director of CLE, Jean has been steadfast (and
unflappable) in working with our Section leaders to
organize thousands, if not millions, of hours of CLE
programming. Speaking on behalf of all who have
chaired our CLE Committee, Jean made that volunteer
job easy and fun! A resolution signed by the Executive
Committee members at our October meeting has been
presented to Jean in recognition of 37 years of stellar
service to our Section and NYSBA.
Thanks for reading and for your ongoing support.

Marion Hancock Fish
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