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A Message from the Chair
In addition, the Technology Committee plans to
host roundtable discussions at the upcoming Annual
Fall Meeting to be held at the Turning Stone Casino
and Resort in Verona, New York on October 29 and 30.
Incidentally, the Roundtables will be offered on Thursday, October 29, from 2:00 to 5:00. Thanks to David
and Gary for their willingness to take on these new
initiatives, to Gary Freidman for encouraging us to
move in this direction, and to Tom Collura and Parth
Chowlera for agreeing to lend their help.

One of the hallmarks of
our Section is that we have
an extraordinarily engaged
membership. As I can attest,
the Section leadership is the
recipient of many calls and
emails from members about
better ways to do our work,
as well as new ideas and
projects—so many, of course,
that we can’t follow up on all
fronts.
Marion Hancock Fish

However, Past Chair
Gary Freidman’s suggestion
to broaden the scope of our Technology Committee is
one that I jumped on immediately. Over the past several years, Technology Committee Chairs Gary Mund
and David Goldfarb have worked to keep the Section
up to date on technology. Recent projects include e-filing and changing the NYSBA website. Gary and David
have embraced the suggestion to expand their Committee’s role and are now considering new projects,
some oriented toward member education and practice
management, including:
• analysis and review of software;
• demonstrations of selected applications;
• membership survey of technology use;
• use of social media;
• ethical concerns in use of technology;
• cloud computing and internet security; and
• educating members through use of NYSBA’s
website and community.

An increased emphasis on technology is also being promoted by the Big Bar. Recognizing the critical
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importance of competence with technology to the successful practice of law, NYSBA President Dave Miranda
is making technology a major focus of his year. TELS
Chair-Elect Meg Gaynor attended the annual Section
Leadership Conference on May 14, and reported back
with the same message that all of the Sections should
be up to date on technology with special attention to
how the new generation of lawyers are using technology.
E-filing is a great example of how technology is
impacting all New York “T&E” practitioners. There are
currently 18 Surrogate’s Courts that have implemented
e-filing, which, not surprisingly, are in smaller and upstate counties: Allegany, Cattaraugus, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Cortland, Erie, Genesee, Livingston, Monroe,
Niagara, Ontario, Queens, Seneca, Steuben, Tompkins,
Wayne, Wyoming and Yates. E-filing is mandatory in
Cayuga, Chautauqua, Erie, Livingston, Monroe, Ontario, Seneca, Steuben, Wayne and Yates. Under Lisa
Padilla’s leadership, the E-filing subcommittee is working with OCA to develop a robust e-filing system that
will mirror the federal system in terms of helping the
courts manage caseloads and calendars more efficiently, reduce the need for duplicative data entry, and save
trees. We hope to see continued expansion of e-filing in
the next year.
One more word on technology. By now, all of you
who have used the TELS list serve are aware that we
have transitioned to the NYSBA’s “Community” platform. Indeed, some of you may be reading this issue of
the Newsletter on the Section’s Community. It is our expectation that the Community will become a versatile
and user friendly way of keeping us connected and up
to date on the latest developments. If you have questions or need assistance, you can always contact the
NYSBA Member Resource Center at 800-582-2452 or
email Brandon Vogel at bvogel@nysba.org.

There are also updates to report on the Powers of
Attorney matter. Following the presentation of proposals from our Section and the Elder Law and Special Needs Section (ELSNS) to the NYSBA Executive
Committee this past Spring, the Executive Committee
appointed a group to review these proposals and the
POA statute with the objective of gaining consensus on
what, if any, changes to the GOL should be promoted.
The Powers of Attorney Task Force Working Group is
Chaired by Ellen Makofsky and includes representatives from TELS (Kate Madigan and Bob Freedman),
ELSNS (David Goldfarb and Richard Weinblatt), as
well as members from the Business (Jay Hack), Real
Property (Jerry Antotomaso), and Health (Kathleen
Burke and Peggyanne Cooke) Law Sections. As of this
writing, it seems that our Section’s proposal to limit
changes to “technical” amendments is not widely
embraced. On the other hand, ELSNS’s proposal to expand the law to include sanctions of those who refuse
to accept the statutory forms continues to be resisted.
I believe there is common ground somewhere in between, and thank Kate Madigan and Bob Freedman
again for continuing to be our voices in this important
discussion.
This year’s Fall Meeting at the Turning Stone Resort and Casino in Verona, New York will be focused
on real estate in the trusts and estate practice, including
dealing with second homes, asset preservation planning and real estate entity valuation. Program Chair
Mary King together with Vice Chairs Rob Reynolds
and Nate Berti have also arranged a great line up of
Roundtables on Thursday afternoon. We hope to see
many of you there.
Very best,

Marion Hancock Fish

Save the Dates!
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