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Message from the Chair

Change
Change can be daunting and exhila-

rating at the same time. Going in a new 
direction can be unnerving, unsettling, and 
downright stressful. But I have found that it 
is usually the case that the fear and anxiety 
of something new and different is far worse 
than the actual task or event. And it is my 
experience that change is positive, offering 
new opportunities, relationships, experienc-
es, and the opportunity to learn new things.

The Section has always been involved in 
an evolutionary process, which has tended 
to be iterative. The creation of the Fuld and 
Haig Awards were milestones, as was the cre-
ation of Smooth Moves, the Section’s diversity program. 
The Section created a Commercial Litigation Academy 
and released the Social Media Guidelines. Last year, we 
established the Shira A. Scheindlin Award and the Judith 
M. Kaye Scholarship program. And this year’s Section 
Report entitled “If Not Now, When?” has been uni-
formly well received and widely publicized, and is, like 
Smooth Moves, part of the Section’s effort to broaden its 
message and its impact beyond the substance of com-
mercial law and litigation practice.

We are working to build on our successes, but we 
are also moving to embrace necessary and benefi cial 
changes. We have some new committee chairs, and each 
chair is committed to actively engaging with you. We are 
reviewing the Section’s bylaws and expect recommend-
ed improvements to be published by the end of 2017. 
One of our Executive Committee members has volun-
teered to act as liaison to the Second Circuit to provide 
volunteer opportunities for the Circuit Court’s Justice 
For All program. Our current Section Ambassador, Mark 
Zauderer, is working to bring the message of the value 
of active engagement with the Section to younger law-
yers who work in large law fi rms. We are even working 

on a fun program to help raise money for 
the New York Bar Foundation.

As I optimistically expected, the Sec-
tion’s Task Force Report was adopted by 
the House of Delegates at its November 4 
meeting. (Yes, I was mindful of the ill-fated 
headlines “Dewey Wins” but my confi dence 
remained!) And to maximize the impact of, 
and to advance, the recommendations of 
the Report, we have taken the mock trial 
program out of the Scheindlin Award pro-
gram and will present it as a part of a bigger 
CLE program devoted to advancing the 
development of commercial litigation skills, 
with a particular focus on women litigators. 

Thus the Section will have two standing events—one to 
honor the accomplishments of women trial lawyers and 
the other to teach and support the next generation of 
Scheindlin Award nominees. 

We added the word “inclusion” to the name of the 
committee that brings us the Smooth Moves program 
and are working to build upon that program to make it 
even more diverse and inclusive.

And while these changes are ongoing, our Execu-
tive Committee continues to look for new opportunities, 
Section committees will continue to present reports and 
CLEs, we will hold regular Bench/Bar programs with 
Commercial Division justices around the State, and pub-
lish our outstanding Newsletter and Litigator magazine. 
We will again host an Evening at Thurgood Marshall 
Courthouse in New York City on January 23, our Annual 
Meeting on January 24, and our Spring meeting at The 
Sagamore on May 4, 5, and 6.

Your ideas, suggestions, and feedback are a criti-
cal part of the Section’s evolution. Please share them. I 
look forward to seeing you at one of our Section events. 
Thanks for being a member of this community.

Mitchell J. Katz

www.nysba.org/ComFedNewsletter

Commercial and Federal
Litigation Section Newsletter
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Call 1.800.255.0569
NEW YORK STATE BAR ASSOCIATION

LAWYER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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a job but rather as a career. That’s how I 
view it every day. There are many things 
about this profession that I truly enjoy. 
I love trying cases before a judge, jury, 
arbitrator, or mediator, making presenta-
tions of evidence, examining witnesses, 
and presenting arguments to convince 
one of those decision-makers to see the 
case from your client’s viewpoint and 
win. All of this, however, is with the ulti-
mate goal to help the client solve their le-
gal issue, which can sometimes be daunt-
ing and overwhelming to non-lawyers. 
The other great aspect of being a lawyer 
is to help clients avoid legal problems in 
the fi rst place, before an issue arises. 

4. How does the future look in your fi eld? 

The legal fi eld, like many other fi elds, 
has been and continues to go through 
substantial changes. These changes range 
from an increased focus on alternative 
dispute resolution, including arbitrations 
and mediation, in lieu of full-blown trials 
before a court or juries, to changes in the 
way that lawyers are paid for the services 
that they provide clients in the form of 
alternative fee arrangements. Given that 
this is a client service and we serve clients 
at their pleasure, lawyers and the justice 

Interview
From Public Service to a Top Law Firm:
How Kevin Smith Became a Prominent Litigator for a Top 
Law Firm at the Heart of Manhattan 
By Andrews Alves-Barros

A top law fi rm, Sheppard Mullin, is located at Rock-
efeller Plaza in the heart of Manhattan, and one of their 
most prominent lawyers in litigation received us for 
an interview. Kevin Smith, special counsel in the fi rm’s 
Labor and Employment Department, shared some aspects 
of his history and his views on the judiciary system. Mr. 
Smith focuses on civil litigation, including employment, 
commercial, securities, and class action litigation. The full 
interview can be found below.

1. Do you have any other lawyers in your family?

No. In fact, my father never graduated 
high school and entered the U.S. Navy at 
the age of 17; the times were a little differ-
ent when he was growing up. My mother 
graduated from high school but did not 
attend college. I was the fi rst in my family 
to attend college and even law school. I 
credit my parents with instilling in me the 
benefi ts of school and a good education.

2. I understand you graduated from Brooklyn Law 
School and worked as an assistant corporation 
counsel with the City of New York, Offi ce of the 
Corporation Counsel. Do you think that lawyers 
entering into employment law and civil litigation 
should work a few years for the government?

That path worked well for me. At the 
time I was graduating from law school 
I wanted to enter the public sector to 
give back to the community, but I also 
wanted to litigate and try cases in court 
and before juries. Being a lawyer for the 
City of New York gave me that oppor-
tunity. I spent four years in that offi ce, 
and it is one of the best law offi ces in the 
City. It was a great experience. I was able 
to work with excellent attorneys, very 
good people, and at the same time try 
numerous cases in federal court, which 
provided me with invaluable experience 
that I have continued to use to this day as 
a trial lawyer.

3. What do you like most about your job?

I don’t view being a lawyer—either at 
Sheppard Mullin or anywhere else—as 

Stay up to date on the latest news
from the Association

www.twitter.com/nysba 

Follow NYSBA on Twitter
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The judge, jury, 
or arbitrator 
will only want 
to see and hear 
about relevant 
evidence. I also 
recommend 
that they try to 
fi nd a men-
tor or men-
tors willing to 
spend the time 
to work with 
them; typically, 
mentors have 
invaluable ad-
vice that goes 
a long way 
to avoiding 
mistakes during 
a litigation.

8. I researched your profi le and I saw that one of 
your areas of expertise is health care. What do 
you think about the current health care system? 
And, if the current administration replaces the 
Obamacare will that affect the health fi eld for 
lawyers?

Just as with immigration reform and the 
fi nancial industry changes mentioned 
earlier, health care reform and changes 
in the health laws will require lawyers to 
continue to be abreast of those changes 
and advise their clients accordingly. Each 
change generates a required analysis of 
the law or regulation and advice to our 
clients.

9. Which lawsuit was the hardest for you?

I wouldn’t say that any particular lawsuit 
is hard for me. Each lawsuit has its own 
uniqueness, but I will say that employ-
ment litigation, compared to a business 
or contract dispute, contains a bit more 
emotion from the parties that make them 
harder to resolve.

10. What do you think about the current judicial 
system? Do you think it attends to the citizens 
demands?

Yes. Although the wheels of justice 
move slowly, the right result is typically 
achieved. Of all the judges and arbitra-
tors before whom I have appeared, I do 
believe each one wants to get to the just 
result and do the right thing for the par-
ties who are appearing before them.

system will continue to fi nd ways to pro-
vide the best service at the best cost in the 
most expeditious manner. As for trials, I 
foresee many more cases going to arbitra-
tion rather than proceeding before a jury; 
the costs of a jury trial have become very 
expensive unfortunately. The fi nancial 
industry, through FINRA, takes many 
of their employment disputes to arbitra-
tion. I see that trend continuing in other 
industries as well. 

5. Do you feel that the current policies in regard to 
immigration will make the profession harder for 
employment lawyers?

Sometimes changes to policies, laws, or 
regulations by the government create 
challenges for lawyers to provide clear-
cut advice for their clients or require that 
lawyers continually update their clients 
with new or changed guidance to en-
sure continued compliance with those 
changed policies, laws, or regulations.

6. The United States is slowly leaving a recession 
after almost 10 years, and you worked closely 
with the American Arbitration and the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Authority. Do you think 
that the country is ready to start a period of 
deregulation in the fi nancial markets?

Given that the Congress has started to 
pass legislation to lessen those regula-
tions, including changes to Dodd-Frank, 
for example, the country will likely see 
some form of de-regulation. However, 
because of other developments in the 
world in which we live, we will likely see 
increased controls arise out of other ar-
eas, including, for example, data security 
and cyber risks. No matter what happens, 
though, the market has and continues to 
adjust and adapt to the changes in regula-
tion and controls and there are enough 
lawyers to guide the fi nancial industry 
through them. 

7. What tips would you give to lawyers who are 
pursuing a career in litigation?

If a new attorney wants to specialize in 
litigation, I recommend that they ob-
tain as much experience as possible in 
the courtroom presenting evidence and 
arguments to a jury and judge. Doing so 
hones legal skills and allows that lawyer 
to focus on the evidence and issues that 
the lawyer will encounter during the 
litigation that will be important and rel-
evant when it comes time to try the case. 

Kevin Smith
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Your commitment as members has made NYSBA the largest voluntary state 
bar association in the country. You keep us vibrant and help make us a strong, 
effective voice for the profession.

As a New York State Bar Association member you recognize 
the value and relevance of NYSBA membership. 

For that, we say thank you.

N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

Sharon Stern Gerstman
President

Pamela McDevitt
Executive Director
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Safeguarding Against Cyber Attacks
By Jamilia Moore

On September 19, 2017, the New York State Bar As-
sociation (NYSBA) held a CLE program at Kraft Kennedy 
on “Safeguarding Against Cyber Attacks”. The Com-
mittee on Law Practice Management, the Committee 
on Continuing Legal Education, and the Committee on 
Technology and the Legal Profession co-sponsored the 
CLE. Marian C. Rice, Esq., Michael S. Kraft, Esq., John 
Kogan, Mike Mooney, and Leeann Nicolo were all panel-
ists. Mark A. Berman, Esq., Chair of NYSBA’s Committee 
on Technology and the Legal Profession, introduced the 
program.

The three-hour program began with a presentation by 
Marian C. Rice of L’Abbate, Balkan, Colavita & Contini, 
LLP, explaining the impact of cyber security within the 
legal fi eld. Rice examined a study of 200 law fi rms and 
their cyber security practices, which found that 80 percent 
of those fi rms did not vet in advance third party users 
with which they had contracted. Rice also shared recent 
litigation experiences arising from hacking into small and 
large law fi rms. She also shared the implications of ABA 
Formal Opinion 477, which states that a lawyer “should 
keep abreast of changes in the law and its practice, 
including the benefi ts and risks associated with relevant 
technology.”

(paid advertisement)

Michael S. Kraft of Kraft Kennedy continued edu-
cating attendees by outlining various possible security 
breaches by hackers, such as phishing, spoofi ng, and 
malware. John Kogan and Leeann Nicolo, also of Kraft 
Kennedy, continued the CLE by addressing how the legal 
industry can seek to prevent such scams from endanger-
ing law fi rms. Such prevention practices and procedures 
would include patching systems, anti-virus software, and 
backing up important fi les for recovery. 

Mike Mooney, a professional liability practice leader 
from USI Affi nity, wrapped up the programming by 
discussing industry standards for insurance coverage 
regarding cyber attacks. As a general rule, all companies 
need up-front separate insurance for cyber liability be-
cause once an attack occurs the company will be unable to 
obtain such coverage for the attack. Though cyber insur-
ance protects companies from many types of losses, it will 
not protect against theft of intellectual property, brand 
damage, loss of future revenue, and negligence induced 
by cyber breaches. 

In the end, all attendees returned to their lives 
more informed about the risks and legal duties of cyber 
security. 



Please return this application to:  MEMBER RESOURCE CENTER  
New York State Bar Association, One Elk Street, Albany NY 12207 
Phone 800.582.2452/518.463.3200 • FAX 518.463.5993  
E-mail mrc@nysba.org • www.nysba.org

NYSBA 2018 Membership Application
N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

  ENROLLMENT INFORMATION   ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES (check One)

  SECTIONS — I WISH TO JOIN THE FOLLOWING SECTION(S):

  DUES PAYMENT

Please check the appropriate box:     I wish to join the New York State Bar Association    I wish to reactivate my membership 
  I wish to join the Sections checked below (NYSBA membership required)

Name _______________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________

City _________________________  State ______  Zip _________

The above address is my    Home    Office    Both

Please supply us with an additional address.

Address ______________________________________________

City ___________________________  State _____  Zip ________

Office phone ( ______ ) _________________________________

Home phone ( ______ ) _________________________________

E-mail address _________________________________________ 

Fax number   ( ______ ) _________________________________

Date of birth  _______  /_______  /_______

Law school ________________________ Graduation date ______

States and dates of admission to Bar: ________________________

* Law Student Rate: half price ** Law Student Rate: $5  *** Law Student Rate: $10  
**** Law Student Rate: $15 † Law Student Rate: $12.50     +Law Student Rate: FREE

6/17

Class based on first year of admission to bar of any state.  
Membership year runs January through December.

METHOD OF PAYMENT:  Check (payable in U.S. dollars)   AIP (see reverse)

 MasterCard   Visa   American Express   Discover

Account Number

Expiration Date _____________________  Date  _____________

Signature _____________________________________________

Association Membership Dues

Section Dues 
(Optional)

TOTAL ENCLOSED :

New members: Please include proof of your admission to the practice of law.

ACTIVE/ASSOCIATE IN-STATE ATTORNEY MEMBERSHIP

 Attorneys admitted 2010 and prior $275

 Attorneys admitted 2011-2012 185

 Attorneys admitted 2013-2014 125

 Attorneys admitted 2015 - 3.31.2017 60

ACTIVE/ASSOCIATE OUT-OF-STATE ATTORNEY MEMBERSHIP

 Attorneys admitted 2010 and prior $180

 Attorneys admitted 2011-2012 150

 Attorneys admitted 2013-2014 120

 Attorneys admitted 2015 - 3.31.2017 60

OTHER

 Sustaining Member $400

 Affiliate Member 185

 Newly Admitted Member* FREE

 Law Student Member                                                    FREE

DEFINITIONS
Active In-State = Attorneys admitted in NYS, who work and/or reside in NYS
Associate In-State = Attorneys not admitted in NYS, who work and/or reside in NYS
Active Out-of-State = Attorneys admitted in NYS, who neither work nor reside in NYS
Associate Out-of-State = Attorneys not admitted in NYS, who neither work nor reside in NYS
Sustaining = Attorney members who voluntarily provide additional funds to further  
support the work of the Association
Affiliate = Person(s) holding a JD, not admitted to practice, who work for a law school or 
bar association
*Newly admitted = Attorneys admitted on or after April 1, 2017
Law Students = Person(s) enrolled in an ABA accredited law school (includes law graduate 
students, within 2 years of graduation only, awaiting admission)

 Antitrust* $30.
 Business Law** 25.
 Commercial & Federal Litigation* 40.
 Corporate Counsel*   30.
 Criminal Justice+  35.
 Dispute Resolution***  35.
 Elder Law & Special Needs*  30.
 Entertainment, Arts & Sports Law* 35.
 Environmental & Energy Law* 35.
 Family Law* 35.
 Food, Drug & Cosmetic Law* 25.
 General Practice** 25.
 Health Law** 30.
 Intellectual Prop er ty Law* 30.
 International† 35.

 Judicial   25.
 Labor & Employment Law** 35.
 Local & State Government Law* 30.
 Real Property Law+ 40.

(Attorneys admitted 5 years or less are $10)

 Senior Lawyers 20. 
(Focus on Attorneys age 55 and over)

 Tax* 25.
 Torts, Insurance, &  40. 

       Compensation Law**
 Trial Lawyers**** 40.
 Trusts & Estates Law** 40.
 Young Lawyers 20.

(Law Students, and attorneys admitted  
less than 10 years)

Section Dues Total $ ________

$

$



Payment Schedule

Automated Installment Plan (AIP) Enrollment Form
Save Time with AIP

Now New York State Bar Association (NYSBA) members can save time with direct dues payment. An alternative 
to writing checks and mailing your membership dues, with AIP you can authorize NYSBA to withdraw payments 
electronically from your credit card account. Go to www.nysba.org/AIP for more information. You can conve-
niently sign up for AIP on the enrollment form below. It’s safe, easy and convenient!

Member Information

Name: __________________________________________________ NYSBA Membership ID # : __________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number: ______________________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________________

Please return this form to: NYSBA, Member Resource Center, One Elk Street, Albany, NY 12207
Phone 800.582.2452/518.463.3200 FAX 518.463.5993

E-mail mrc@nysba.org

Credit Card     ■ AMEX   ■ DISC   ■ MC   ■ VISA
 
Credit Card Number: Exp. Date:

Authorized Signature: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

AUTOMATED INSTALLMENT PLAN (AIP) ENROLLMENT AUTHORIZATION  I hereby authorize NYSBA to instruct my financial 
institution to deduct directly from my account the amount necessary for my annual membership, per the payment schedule select-
ed below: 1, 2, 3 or 4 payments on or about the 25th of the relative month(s). All installment payments must be completed 
by April 30, 2018. Those opting into the installment payment program in Dec, Jan, Feb or March of the current dues billing year 
may have their payments consolidated and accelerated to meet this requirement. By selecting the AIP method I understand this 
agreement will remain in effect for future membership years, unless I request cancellation in writing to: NYSBA, Dues 
Processing, One Elk Street, Albany, NY 12207.

/

    Total to be debited: $

Signature: __________________________________________________________  Date: _____________________

■ AIP — Credit/Debit Card Authorization 

■  1 Full Payment        ■  2 Payments        ■  3 Payments        ■  4 Payments

.

6/17

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Membership dues to the New York State Bar Association are not tax deductible as charitable contributions for income tax purposes. However, they may be tax deductible as 
ordinary and necessary business expenses subject to restrictions imposed as a result of association lobbying activities. The NYSBA estimates that the non-deductible portion of your 2018 dues which 
is allocated to lobbying is approximately 2.0%. Portions of your dues payment are allocated toward the annual publication subscriptions for the following: NYSBA Journal, $14.75; New York State 
Law Digest $6.25; State Bar News $7.25.



NYSBA Commercial and Federal Litigation Section Newsletter  |  Winter 2017  |  Vol. 23  |  No. 3  11    

Chief Judge Robert Katzmann of the Second Circuit 
opened the meeting by praising the Commercial and 
Federal Litigation Section for serving as a link between 
the Bar and the courts. The Chief Judge commended the 
report published by the Section (written by the Section’s 
Task Force on Women’s Initiatives) titled “If Not Now, 
When? Achieving Equality for Women Attorneys in the 
Courtroom and in ADR.” 

The Chief Judge next reviewed the Second Circuit’s 
community engagement and outreach programs. One re-
source discussed was the Justice for All: Courts and the 
Community program and its website, which provides 
information for teachers and students. This program 
provides classroom materials, information on natural-
ization ceremonies, and materials for reenactments of 
signifi cant court cases. The Chief Judge also mentioned 
the Teachers Institute run by the Justice Resource Center, 
which pairs a scholar and a judge with a teacher partici-
pating in the Institute to discuss curriculum for civics 
classes.

The Chief Judge made a call for participation by 
members of the Section in the Constitution and Citizen-
ship Day program that each year sends attorneys and 
judges to schools to discuss the legal system. The Chief 
Judge also hopes to develop materials to provide to the 
attorneys and judges who participate in this program. 
The Chief Judge ended his comments by extolling the Sec-

tion’s efforts in promoting civic engagement and stressing 
the importance of educating young people on the legal 
system and the importance of protecting our constitu-
tional system.

After the prior meeting’s minutes were approved, 
Mitchell Katz discussed the Scheindlin Award and the 
award ceremony. Mitchell encouraged attendance at the 
ceremony for the Award. Mitchell also discussed the 
plan for an event to reach-out to law clerks to be held at 
the Thurgood Marshall Courthouse before the Annual 
Meeting.

The Section next discussed the 2017 Litigation Acad-
emy, which was a great success. The Section is looking for 
members to help build out the event for Spring 2019, to be 
held at Fordham Law School. 

Also discussed was the Section’s Task Force on 
Women’s Initiatives and its recently published report. 
The Section has created a group to prepare materials for 
speakers to bring the message contained in the report 
wherever there is a request for it. Feedback on how to 
continue discussions on the report and promote its mes-
sage are welcome.

Mitch also requested volunteers to form an ad hoc 
committee to act as liaisons between the Section and the 
Second Circuit’s outreach programs to assist the Second 
Circuit in its efforts on those programs.

September 7, 2017, Section Executive Committee Meeting
By Chris Donati

The Section’s District Leaders
County (District) District Leader Firm

New York (1st) Joseph Drayton
Adrienne Beth Koch

Cooley LLP
Katsky Korins LLP

Kings (2nd) Gregory M. LaSpina Borchert & LaSpina, P.C.

Albany (3rd) James T. Potter Hinman Straub P.C.

Onondaga (5th) Jonathan B. Fellows
Suzanne M. Messner

Bond Schoeneck & King PLLC

Monroe (7th) Jeffrey J. Harradine
Stacey Eve Trien

Ward Greenberg Heller & Reidy LLP
Leclair Korona Vahey Cole LLP

Erie (8th) Heath J. Szymczak Bond Schoeneck & King PLLC

Westchester (9th) Courtney Rockett Boies, Schiller & Flexner LLP

Nassau/Suffolk (10th) Michael Cardello, III
Kathryn C. Cole

Moritt Hock & Hamroff LLP
Farrell Fritz, PC

Queens (11th) Frances Y. Ruiz Ruiz Law Group PC
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Ceremony for the Shira A. Scheindlin Award
for Excellence in the Courtroom

and the
Honorable Judith Kaye Commercial and

Federal Litigation Scholarship Award

NYSBA President Sharon Stern
Gerstman, Hon. Shira A. Scheindlin,

and Carol Robles-Román

Hon. Shira A. Scheindlin, Award Recipient
Linda Clark, Hon. Mae A. D’Agostino,

and Section Chair Mitch Katz

Hon. Shira A. Scheindlin, Award Recipient
Patricia Miller, Hon. Zachary W. Carter,

and Section Chair Mitch Katz
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Social Media CLE Panel September 2017 Highlights
By Chelsea Gonzalez

On September 18, 2017, a CLE program conducted 
a panel discussion on the ethical implications of social 
media. Panel members included:

• Mark A. Berman, Esq., Ganfer & Shore LLP, New 
York, NY

• Hon. John M. Curran, Supreme Court of the State 
of New York, Appellate Division, Fourth Judicial 
Department, Buffalo, NY

• Riane F. Lafferty, Esq., Bond, Schoeneck & King, 
Buffalo, NY

• Amber Melvin, Esq., University at Buffalo School of 
Law, Buffalo, NY

• Heath Szymczak, Esq., Bond, Schoeneck & King, 
Buffalo, NY.

Recognizing the increasing popularity of social 
media and its integral role in our everyday lives, panel-
ists discussed guidelines for using different social media 
platforms as responsible attorneys.  It is fi rst important 
to note that the Social Media Committee of the Commer-
cial and Federal Litigation Section of the New York State 
Bar Association was established in 2014, when it fi rst 
developed and issued guidelines for social media.  These 
guidelines remain at a Section level and are updated 
when necessary. 

It is no secret that social media networks and their 
policies continue to evolve frequently.  Research is key 
to learning more about a particular platform. Begin by 
reading the terms of service or user agreement, which 
provide the most basic user information. Another option 
is to visit Mashable.com, a website that may be utilized to 
determine best social media practices and provides tips 
on usage. Attorneys may also sign up for a social media 
network, without releasing their personal information, in 
a fi rst attempt to discover how to use the site or app. It is 
benefi cial to know how users interact with each other on 
a specifi c social media platform, as well as how informa-
tion and notifi cations are displayed. Further, the purpose 
of the platform is meaningful. For example, understand 
whether the platform is primarily for peer-to-peer com-
munication or whether the information is disseminated 
among larger audiences.

For attorneys, the Rules of Professional Conduct are 
in place to ensure professionalism and appropriate con-
duct at all times. Rule 1.1 discusses competence, which 
is a requirement of every legal professional. Reading the 
terms and rules, or, most importantly, privacy implica-
tions, of a social networking site is absolutely essential. 
Social media use by attorneys in their capacity as at-
torneys, whether soliciting new clients or giving legal 

advice, has the potential to create ethical violations. It is 
easy to forget one’s role when engaging in social media. 
One must be aware of positional confl icts and actively 
work to make certain one is not putting one’s license, 
fi rm, or client(s) at risk.

Providing legal advice via social media requires care 
and caution. Private communication is always best. If 
asked a legal question in a Bar-sponsored chatroom, one 
may give a generic answer and offer one’s contact infor-
mation for further inquiries. Be aware that solicitation is 
prohibited via live communication. Chatrooms fall into 
this category, as communication is instant. It may be use-
ful to archive any email messages in the event that one 
needs them at a later time as proof. 

Depending on the platform and privacy settings, so-
cial media can also be used to mine evidence against par-
ties. Attorneys should never directly contact a represented 
party. However, viewing the profi le of an unrepresented 
party creates a larger gray area. When interacting with 
others online, even those who are not represented, one’s 
statements must always be truthful. Deception is consid-
ered an ethical violation. If making a friend request on a 
social media network, an attorney’s accurate name must 
be displayed on his or her profi le. Within some jurisdic-
tions, one must also disclose that one is an attorney and 
identify one’s place of employment.  Attorneys should 
never interact with jurors, even online. This is another 
instance when competence is crucial because notifi cations 
on social media platforms can constitute communication. 
Terms and conditions of social media networking sites are 
always subject to change, which emphasizes the need to 
be familiar with their policies as they evolve. 

In regard to attorney-client relationships, attorneys 
are encouraged to advise clients on social media use 
by informing them of privacy settings, what they may 
post, or they may be advised to remove a post. As a legal 
professional, one may not disclose any client informa-
tion online, as that constitutes an ethical violation. This 
again emphasizes the need for attorneys to be competent 
in their social media use because sensitive information 
of clients must be protected at all times.  However, in the 
event that a former client posts a negative review online, 
attorneys are able to respond generically, never revealing 
sensitive information about the client.

Overall, as technology advances, attorneys must stay 
informed and aware of those advances and how they may 
impact their clients and business. When in doubt, one 
should refer to the ethics guidelines and err on the side of 
caution.
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Volunteers Needed!
Whether you are a government attorney, solo practitioner, part-time attor-
ney, or any other type of attorney looking for an easier way to do pro bono 
work, Free Legal Answers is for you!

NY.freelegalanswers.org is a website where low-income members of the 
public can go to post basic legal questions that attorneys can answer for free. 
Attorneys may, at their leisure, log on to the website and respond to questions 
from anywhere at any time. You can even do pro bono in your PJs!

“Pro Bono in Your PJs”

N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

Log onto 
NY.freelegalanswers.org 
and sign up to be a 
volunteer today!  

Questions?
Contact Kristen Wagner
Director, Pro Bono Services, NYSBA
kwagner@nysba.org | 518.487.5640
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CPLR Amendments: 2017 Legislative Session
(2017 N.Y. Laws ch. 1-407)
CPLR § Chapter (Part) 

(Subpart, §)
Change Eff. Date

503(a) 366 Adds to proper venue the county in which a substantial part of the events 
or omissions giving rise to the claim occurred

10/23/17

2112 99 (2) Deletes exception that e-fi ling may not be mandated in certain types of ac-
tions and proceedings

7/24/17

3408(a) 58 (FF, 2) Adds exception for certain reverse mortages 4/20/17 (until 
2/13/20)

4518(c) 229 Adds procedure for certifi cation of out-of-state hospital records 8/21/17

Notes: (1) The expiration of CPLR 1101(f) and the amendment to CPLR 1101(d), as enacted by 1999 N.Y. Laws ch. 412, Part 
D, § 4, as amended, was extended from Sept. 1, 2017, to Sept. 1, 2019.  2017 N.Y. Laws ch. 55, Part A, § 16.

(2)  The expiration of CPLR 2111(b)(2-a), as enacted by 2015 N.Y. Laws ch. 237, was extended from Sept. 1, 2017, to Sept. 1, 
2018.  2017 N.Y. Laws ch. 99, § 3.

NYLitigator Invites Submissions

www.nysba.org/NYLitigator

The NYLitigator welcomes submissions on topics of interest to members of the Section. An article 
published in the NYLitigator is a great way to get your name out in the legal community and 
advertise your knowledge. Our authors are respected statewide for their legal expertise in such 
areas as ADR, settlements, depositions, discovery, and corporate liability.

MCLE credit may also be earned for legal-based writing directed to an attorney audience upon 
application to the CLE Board.

If you have written an article and would like to have it considered for publication in the NYLitiga-
tor, please send it in electronic document format (pdfs are NOT acceptable), along with biographical 
information to its Editor:

Daniel K. Wiig, Esq.
Municipal Credit Union

Legal Department
22 Cortlandt Street

New York, NY 10007
dwiig@nymcu.org

Authors’ Guidelines are available under the “Article Submission” tab on the Section’s Web site: 
www.nysba.org/NYLitigator.
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2017 Amendments to the Uniform Rules for Supreme and 
County Courts, Rules Governing Appeals, and Certain 
Other Rules of Interest to Civil Litigators
(West’s N.Y. Orders 1-20)

A copy of these rules changes is available on the Section’s website at http://www.nysba.org/Sections/Commercial_Federal_Litigation/
Commercial_and_Federal_Litigation_Section.html under the New Rules tab.

22 NYCRR § Subject (Change) Eff. Date

130-1.1-a(b)
(ii)

All Corrects cross-reference to Rules of Professional Conduct
Link: http://nycourts.gov/rules/chiefadmin/AO-70-17.pdf

4/5/17

202.70(d)(2) Sup. Adds (1) provision on forum selection clauses consenting to the exclusive jurisdic-
tion of the Commercial Division and choice of law clauses and (2) sample forum 
selection clause (App. C) and choice of law clause (App. D)
Links: http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO-116-17-ForumSelection.
pdf
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO-205.pdf

7/1/17 & 
1/1/18

202.70(g), 
Rule 10

Sup. Requires certifi cation of discussion of availability of ADR with opposing counsel 
and whether party is willing to pursue mediation; adds form for attorney ADR 
certifi cation
Link: http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO%20202.pdf

1/1/18

202.70(g), 
Rule 11

Sup. Adds date for identifi cation of mediator where parties certifi ed willingness to pur-
sue mediation under Rule 10
Link: http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO%20202.pdf

1/1/18

202.70(g), 
Rule 20

Sup. Requires that notices of TRO include copies of all supporting papers
Link: http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/TROs-AO-71.pdf

7/1/17

202.70(g), 
Rule 26

Sup. Court may require that estimate of trial length contain total number of anticipated 
hours for trial, on which court may rule
Link: http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO-64-17-Comm%20Div%20
hours.pdf

7/1/17

202.70(g), 
Rule 30(c)

Sup. Adds a requirement for consultation regarding expert testimony
Link: http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/Expert%20Consultation.pdf

5/1/17

202.70 Sup. Revises Model Status Conference Stipulation and Order (App. A)
Links:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO-205.pdf
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO-206.pdf

1/1/18

202.70 Sup. Establishes a Large Complex Case List pilot program for Commercial Division, 
New York County
Link:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/orders/AO%20203.pdf

1/1/18

Have you used the Commercial and Federal Litigation Section 
member community?

What Are Member Communities?
The member communities are private, online professional networks, built on 
the concept of listserves that offer enhanced features such as collaboration 
tools and document libraries. They offer you a variety of tools to help you 
connect, network and work collaboratively with fellow NYSBA members. 

Find us at www.nysba.org/comfedcommunity.
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November 15, 2017: Proposed Amendment to Commercial Division Rule 11-g to Mitigate Risk Associated with Inad-
vertent Privilege Waiver During Disclosure
Discription of proposal:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/InadvertentPrivilegeWaiver.pdf
Email comments to rulecomments@nycourts.gov by January 16, 2018

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

August 7, 2017: Proposed Amendment of Rules of the Attorney-Client Fee Dispute Resolution Program to Provide for 
Notice of the Right to Arbitrate 
Description of proposal:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/PCR-Part137.pdf

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

June 1, 2017: Proposed Rules for Electronic Filing in the Appellate Division of Supreme Court
Description of proposal:  
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/Request-AppDivEfi ling.pdf

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

May 25, 2017: Proposed Statewide Practice Rules of the Appellate Division
Description of proposal:  
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/Appellate-Division-Rules.pdf

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

April 10, 2017: Proposal to Amend E-fi ling Rules to Require an Opportunity to Correct a Failure to Provide Working 
Copies of Motion Papers
Description of proposal:  
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/Efi le-WorkingCopiesA.pdf

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

December 14, 2016: Proposed CLE Requirement on Diversity, Inclusion and the Elimination of Bias
Description of proposal:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/CLE-DiversityInclusionEliminationOfBias.pdf

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

October 12, 2016: Proposed Amendment to Commercial Division Rules – Sealing of Court Records
Description of proposal:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/RequestPublicComment-Commercial%20Division-Sealing.pdf
Public Comments:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/received/SealingCourtRecords-Comment.pdf

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

October 6, 2016: Proposed Amendment to Commercial Division Rules - Hyperlinking
Description of proposal:  
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/RPC-Commercial-Division-Hyperlinking.pdf

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

September 16, 2016: Proposed Amendments to the Rules Governing Electronic Filing
Description of proposal:  
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/Request-Public-Comment-E-Filing.pdf
Public Comments:
http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/PDF/received/ElectronicFilingRules-Comment.pdf

Proposed Rules of Interest to Civil Litigators 
(http://nycourts.gov/rules/comments/index.shtml)
Note: The comment periods for all of the following proposed rules, except the fi rst, have expired.
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Name ___________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

________________________________________________

City ________________ State ____ Zip _________________

The above address is my  Home  Office  Both

Please supply us with an additional address.

Name  ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City ____________________ State _____ Zip ____________

Office phone  ( _______) ____________________________

Home phone ( _______) ____________________________

Fax number ( _______) ____________________________

E-mail address _____________________________________  

Date of birth _______ /_______ /_______

Law school _______________________________________

Graduation date ____________

States and dates of admission to Bar: _____________________

■■  I am a Section member — please consider me for 
appointment to committees marked.

Please return this application to: 
MEMBER RESOURCE CENTER, 
New York State Bar Association, One Elk Street, Albany NY 12207 
Phone 800.582.2452/518.463.3200 • FAX 518.463.5993 
E-mail mrc@nysba.org • www.nysba.org

N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E  B A R  A S S O C I A T I O N

Join a committee
Rewarding Opportunities for 
Professional Growth
Committees serve as the laboratory for much of the 
Section’s greatest work: reports, comments on pending 
legislation or rule changes, continuing education of the 
bench and bar, and receptions with leading figures in a 
practice area or in the judiciary. 

Commercial and Federal Litigation Committees

Please designate in order of choice (1, 2, 3) from the list below, a 
max i mum of three committees in which you are interested. You are 
assured of at least one committee appointment, however, all 
appointments are made as space availability permits.

___ Antitrust (FED1300) 

___ Appellate Practice (FED1400) 

___ Alternative Dispute Resolution (FED1200)

___ Civil Practice Law and Rules (FED1900) 

___ Civil Prosecution (FED2000) 

___ Commercial Division (FED5200)

___ Continuing Legal Education (FED1020)

___ Corporate Litigation Counsel (FED6600)

___ Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy Litigation (FED2700)

___ Diversity and Inclusion (FED6100)

___ Electronic Discovery (FED6400) 

___ Employment and Labor Relations (FED3000) 

___ Ethics and Professionalism (FED4300)

___ Federal Judiciary (FED3200) 

___ Federal Procedure (FED3300) 

___ Hedge Fund and Capital Markets Litigation 
 (FED7600)

___ International Litigation (FED3600)

___ Internet and Intellectual Property Litigation 
 (FED6900)

___ Legislative and Judicial Initiatives (FED7400)

___ Securities Litigation and Arbitration (FED4600)

___ Social Media (FED7500) 

___ State Court Counsel (FED5700) 

___ White Collar Criminal Litigation (FED6800)
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Andrew C. Rose

Gizele Frances Rubeiz

Martin Samson

Shira Sandler

Hon. David B. Saxe

Alessandra T. Scalise

John C. Scalzo

Stanley A. Schutzman

Manraj S. Sekhon

Alexander Sendrowitz

Adam B. Shamah

Boris Shapotkin

Brendan Martin 
  Sheehan

Esther Shuchat

Michael A. Sirignano

Steven Skulnik

Joshua S. Sprague

Karen Marie Steel

Patrick Clayton Swiber

Mohammad A. Syed

Joseph I. Terkell

Grace Tesmer

Christopher E. Vatter

Michael Wainwright 
  Whitcher

Ryan Weiner

Lee Wright

Wa Yang

Yana Yanishevskaya

Gordon Young

Justin Zaretzky

Mathew Zarzana

Peter Zlotnick

The Commercial and Federal Litigation Section 
Welcomes New Members
Isabella Abelite

David J. Abrams

Immanuel Adeola

Michael Joseph Alber

Gina Angrisano

Armando Emilio
  Batastini

Matthew F. Bates

Hon. Ariel E. Belen

Alison Arden Besunder

Jonathan D. Blattmachr

John S. Bliss

Ayala Blumenkrantz

Cecilia Bonetti

Anne Marie Bowler

Michael Colin Brett

Stephen L. Brodsky

Amanda Brody

Craig S. Brown

Paul J. Burgo

Brian D. Carr

Victor Celis

Sylvia Y. Chou

Matthew W. Christiana

Brett A. Colbert

Michael Patrick Collins

Adam Conrad

Matthew Karlisle 
  Cowherd

Allyn J. Crawford

Eileen M. Cunningham

Lauren Michelle Kohn 
  Dayton

Lauren Devendorf

Haile DiTieri

Matthew D. Donovan

Kaan Ekiner

Maria Ermakova

William Feldman

Ronald Andrew Ferrara

Reed Daniel Forbush

Barbara L. Ford

Gina Marie Fornario

Nicholas Frandsen

Leigh Anne Frattolillio

Zheng Gao

Michael S. Garrett

Paul Richard Genender

Christopher Gilroy

Raymond A. Giusto

Alan Shore Gover

Kaitlyn Greiner

Suzanne M. Grosso

Claire Marie Hankin

Keith Haymes

James B. Heaton, III

Ira L. Herman

Scott T. Horn

Ashley Ann Hughes

John G. Hutchinson

Brian Jasinski

Daniel Anthony 
  Johnson

Thomas B. Jones, Jr.

Stephanie J. Kamerow

Andrew S. Kazin

Timothy Pierce Kebbe

Victoria Jane Kehoe

Katerina M. 
  Kramarchyk

Katherine B. Kramer

Alexandra Larkin

John Anthony 
  Lentinello

Daniel S. Lieberman

Patrick J. Long

Javier M. Lopez

Robert J. Lum

Catherin MacDuff

Imad S. Matini

Jean-Claude Mazzola

John P. McConnell

William Donald 
  McCracken

Joseph Patrick McGurk

Jami Wintz McKeon

Amanda Leigh Mitchell

Jacob Moghimi

Jessica Christine Moller

Ashley Marie Monette

Thomas Montefi nise

Bradley J. Nash

Gabriela Nastasi

Morton Newburgh

Taylor Norton

Michael K. O’Donnell

Aneesa Osborne

Daniel Lawrence 
  Pelletier

Rachael Marie Pelletter

Katherine Peluso

Moshe G. Peters

Renee Elizabeth 
  Plexousakis

Charles D. Porter
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Section Committees and Chairs
Alternative Dispute Resolution
Charles J. Moxley Jr.
MoxleyADR LLC
850 Third Avenue
14th Floor
New York, NY 10022
cmoxley@moxleyadr.com

Jeffrey T. Zaino
American Arbitration Association
150 East 42nd Street
17th Floor
New York, NY 10017
zainoj@adr.org

Antitrust
Jay L. Himes
Labaton Sucharow LLP
140 Broadway
New York, NY 10005
jhimes@labaton.com

Laura E. Sedlak
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton &
Garrison LLP
1285 Avenue Of The Americas
New York, NY 10019-6064
lsedlak@paulweiss.com

Appellate Practice
Suzanne O. Galbato
Bond Schoeneck & King PLLC
One Lincoln Center
Syracuse, NY 13202
sgalbato@bsk.com

James M. McGuire
Holwell Shuster & Goldberg, LLP
750 Seventh Avenue
26th Floor
New York, NY 10019
jmcquire@hsgllp.com

Civil Practice Law and Rules
Thomas C. Bivona
Milbank Tweed Hadley McCloy LLP
28 Liberty Street
45th Floor
New York, NY 10005-1413
tbivona@milbank.com

Helene R. Hechtkopf
Hoguet Newman Regal & Kenney, LLP
10 East 40th Street
New York, NY 10016-0301
hhechtkopf@hnrklaw.com

Civil Prosecution
Neil V. Getnick
Getnick & Getnick LLP
521 Fifth Avenue
33rd Floor
New York, NY 10175
ngetnick@getnicklaw.com

Richard J. Dircks
Getnick & Getnick
521 5th Avenue
33rd Fl.oor
New York, NY 10175
rdircks@getnicklaw.com

Commercial Division
Teresa M. Bennett
Menter, Rudin & Trivelpiece, P.C.
308 Maltbie Street
Suite 200
Syracuse, NY 13204-1498
tbennett@menterlaw.com

Mark Arthur Berman
Ganfer & Shore LLP
360 Lexington Avenue
14th Floor
New York, NY 10017-6502
mberman@ganfershore.com

Matthew R. Maron
The Trump Organization
725 Fifth Avenue
26th Floor
New York, NY 10022
mmaron@trumporg.com

Continuing Legal Education
Kevin J. Smith
Shepherd Mullin Richter &
Hampton LLP
30 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10112
KJSmith@sheppardmullin.com

Corporate Litigation Counsel
Robert J. Giuffra Jr.
Sullivan & Cromwell LLP
125 Broad Street
New York, NY 10004-2400
giuffrar@sullcrom.com

Michael W. Leahy
American International Group, Inc.
80 Pine Street
13th Floor
New York, NY 10005
michael.leahy2@aig.com

Creditors’ Rights and Bankruptcy 
Litigation
James Carlton Thoman
Hodgson Russ LLP
140 Pearl Street
The Guaranty Building
Buffalo, NY 14202
jthoman@hodgsonruss.com

Sheryl P. Giugliano
Diamond McCarthy LLP
489 Fifth Avenue
21st Floor
New York, NY 10017
diamondmccarthy.com

Alan J. Brody
Greenberg Traurig LLP
161 Grayson Drive
Belle Mead, NJ 08502
brodya@gtlaw.com

Diversity and Inclusion
Sylvia Ometa Hinds-Radix
NYS Appellate Division
Second Department
320 Jay Street
Brooklyn, NY 11201
shradix@nycourts.gov

Carla M. Miller
Universal Music Group
1755 Broadway
4th Floor
New York, NY 10019
carla.miller@umusic.com

Electronic Discovery
Michael L. Fox
Mount Saint Mary College
School of Business
330 Powell Avenue
Newburgh, NY 12550
michael.fox@msmc.edu

Maura R. Grossman
Maura Grossman Law
503 East 78th Street, #1A
New York, NY 10075
maura@mauragrossman.com

Employment and Labor Relations
Louis P. DiLorenzo
Bond, Schoeneck & King, PLLC
600 3rd Avenue
22nd Floor
New York, NY 10016
dilorel@bsk.com
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Employment and Labor Relations 
(continued)
Gerald T. Hathaway
Drinker Biddle & Reath
1177 Avenue of the Americas
41st Floor
New York, NY 10036
gerald.hathaway@dbr.com

Ethics and Professionalism
Jennifer Smith Finnegan
Herrick Feinstein LLP
2 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016-5675
jfi nnegan@herrick.com

Anthony J. Harwood
Harwood Law PLLC
488 Madison Avenue
18th Floor
New York, NY 10022
tony.harwood@aharwoodlaw.com

Anne B. Sekel
Foley & Lardner LLP
90 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10016-1314
asekel@foley.com 

Federal Judiciary
Jay G. Safer
Wollmuth Maher & Deutsch LLP
22 Marbourne Drive
Mamaroneck, NY 10543
JSafer@WMD-LAW.com

Dawn Kirby
DelBello Donnellan Weingarten
Wise & Wiederkehr, LLP
One North Lexington Ave
11th Floor
White Plains, NY 10601
dkirby@ddw-law.com

Federal Procedure
Michael C. Rakower
Rakower Law PLLC
488 Madison Ave
18th Floor
New York, NY 10022
mrakower@rakowerlupkin.com

Stephen T. Roberts
Mendes & Mount, LLP
750 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10019-6829
stephen.roberts@mendes.com

Hedge Fund and
Capital Markets Litigation
Benjamin R. Nagin
Sidley Austin LLP
787 Seventh Avenue
New York, NY 10019-6018
bnagin@sidley.com

International Litigation
Clara Flebus
New York Supreme Court
Appellate Term
60 Centre Street
Room 401
New York, NY 10007
clara.fl ebus@gmail.com

Internet and Cybersecurity
Joseph V. DeMarco
DeVore & DeMarco, LLP
99 Park Avenue
Room 1100
New York, NY 10016
jvd@devoredemarco.com

Peter J. Pizzi
Walsh Pizzi O’Reilly Falanga LLP
One Newark Center
1085 Raymond Boulevard
Newark, NJ 07102
ppizzi@thewalshfi rm.com

Legislative and Judicial Initiatives
Vincent J. Syracuse
Tannenbaum Helpern Syracuse
& Hirschtritt LLP
900 Third Avenue
17th Floor
New York, NY 10022-4728
syracuse@thsh.com

Publications
Mark Davies
11 East Franklin Street
Tarrytown, NY 10591-4116
MLDavies@aol.com

Daniel K. Wiig
Municipal Credit Union
22 Cortlandt Street
New York, NY 10007
daniel.wiig@yahoo.com

Nominating
Melanie L. Cyganowski
Otterbourg, Steindler, Houston & Rosen
230 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10169-0075
Mcganowski@otterbourg.com

Securities Litigation and Arbitration
Jonathan L. Hochman
Schindler Cohen & Hochman LLP
100 Wall Street
15th Floor
New York, NY 10005-3701
jhochman@schlaw.com

James D. Yellen
Yellen Arbitration and Mediation
Services
156 East 79th Street
Suite 1C
New York, NY 10021-0435
jamesyellen@yahoo.com

Social Media
Ignatius A. Grande
Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP
One Battery Park Plaza
New York, NY 10004
grande@hugheshubbard.com

Ronald J. Hedges
Ronald J. Hedges LLC
484 Washington Avenue
Hackensack, NJ 07601
r_hedges@live.com

State Court Counsel
Melissa A. Crane
Manhattan Criminal Court
100 Centre Street
New York, NY 10013
macrane@nycourts.gov

Deborah E. Edelman
Supreme Court of the State of New York
60 Centre Street
Room 232
New York, NY 10007
dedelman@nycourts.gov

White Collar Criminal Litigation
Joanna Calne Hendon
Spears & Imes LLP
51 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10010-1603
jhendon@spearsimes.com

Evan T. Barr
Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver
& Jacobson LLP
One New York Plaza
New York, NY 10004
evan.barr@friedfrank.com
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Editor
Mark L. Davies
11 East Franklin Street
Tarrytown, NY 10591
mldavies@aol.com

Section Officers

Chair
Mitchell J. Katz
Menter, Rudin & Trivelpiece, P.C.
308 Maltbie Street
Suite 200
Syracuse, NY 13204-1498
mkatz@menterlaw.com

Chair-Elect
Robert N. Holtzman
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Insurance Law 
Practice
Second Edition (w/2016 Revision)

•  Know how to identify and understand the terms of an insurance 
 policy

•  Become familiar with several types of insurance, including auto-
 mobile, fi re and property, title, aviation and space

• Gain the confi dence and knowledge to skillfully represent either 
   an insurer or insured, whether it be during the policy drafting 
   stage or a claim dispute

Insurance Law Practice, Second Edition is an invaluable reference 
for attorneys who practice insurance law in New York State. It cov-
ers almost every insurance-related topic, discussing general princi-
ples of insurance contracts, litigation involving insurance contracts, 
types of insurance policies, and other pertinent issues. New and 
experienced practitioners alike will benefi t from the practical and 
comprehensive approach to this complex area of the law. 
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handling offer applies to orders shipped within the 
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