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to it, use its. Corrected Version: 
the law firm held its annual 
company meeting last week.

8. contractions are used to write it 
is or it has. Corrected Version: it’s 
the first day of trial. 

9. Don’t use an apostrophe in words 
that are plural but not possessive. 
Corrected Version: the defendant 
was born in the 1960s.

10. Don’t use an apostrophe and  
an s (’s) to make a regular noun 
plural. Just add an s. Corrected 
Version: apostrophes are  
confusing. n

the judges’ interns were at the 
trial. 

4. if a plural word doesn’t end in 
s, add an apostrophe and an s 
(’s) to show possession. Corrected 
Version: the men’s suits were all 
black.

5. an apostrophe and an s (’s) are 
added to all singular nouns to 
show possession, even if the 
nouns end in s. Corrected Ver-
sion: Judge rodriguez’s ruling 
remained unquestioned. 

6. apostrophes are used to omit 
a letter or letters in a contrac-
tion. But contractions are rarely 
used in legal writing; although 
perfect in emails and Legal Writer 
columns, they’re considered too 
informal in most other forms 
of legal writing. Corrected Ver-
sion: the court officer should 
not allow the attorneys near the 
bench.

7. It’s means it is or it has. to show 
possession, meaning belonging 

Answers: Apostrophes 
1. only one plaintiff sued. the wit-

ness belongs to the plaintiff. an 
apostrophe and an s (’s) should 
be placed to show possession. 
Corrected Version: the plaintiff’s 
witness testified for three hours. 

2. the attorney belongs to charles. 
an apostrophe and an s (’s) 
should be placed to show pos-
session, even though charles 
ends in s. it’s common to use an 
apostrophe alone with a singular 
word ending in s to show pos-
session (Justice thomas’ opin-
ion). But the Legal Writer sug-
gests using an apostrophe and 
s after singular words that end 
in s. Doing so is always correct. 
Corrected Version: charles’s attor-
ney was late for the trial.

3. the interns belong to the judge. 
Possession needs to be evident in 
this sentence. Corrected Version: 

what did i just write? what lan-
guage were those questions written 
in? Did i just black out? where am i? 
these are the natural questions that go 
through a law school student’s head 
after every exam, myself included. For-
tunately, i have figured out that i am 
sitting at my dining room table, look-
ing at my computer. How exactly did i 
wind up here? well, i am not quite sure 
about that. another 16 credits toward 
the degree are on the books.

My last exam is done. i am exhaust-
ed and slightly delirious, yet the 

NYSBa Journal deadline looms. So this 
month i offer just a few, scattered 
thoughts on law school life, with the 
promise of full details, and greater 
reflection, in February’s column.

the bad news is that time flies. the 
good news is that i’m the pilot. Hand-
ing in my last final exam today marked 
a successful landing for the first half of 
law school. three semesters up, three 
semesters down.

as sick and twisted as this may 
sound, i am already looking forward to 
the start of next semester. i have been 

offered (and accepted) a field place-
ment for the spring semester at the 
New York State Department of envi-
ronmental conservation, working in 
the office of Hearings and Mediation 
Services. More on this in the months 
to come.

So, as luck would have it, i am 
still flying. i’ve got enough gas to 
make it another three semesters, and 
in the event i have miscalculated, i can 
always make an emergency landing 
and pursue my career as an expressive 
dancer.  n
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