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2019 Bar Leaders Innovation Awards
The New York State Bar Association’s Committee for Bar Leaders of New York State 
is pleased to open nominations for the 2019 Bar Leaders Innovation Awards for local, 
diverse, special purpose and specialty bar associations in New York State, as well as for 
the Women’s Bar Association of the State of New York.

These awards recognize how bar associations adapt to the needs of their members 
and the community at large by introducing new programs, ideas and methodologies 
that benefit everyone involved. Every bar association is encouraged to participate. 
Every new idea put into effect, no matter how small it may seem, is welcome for 
consideration.

The awards program also provides information to bar leaders concerning new activities 
and projects that promote the public good, public understanding of the law or the 
professional responsibilities of attorneys.

The 2019 awards will be presented at the Annual Meeting in New York, January 2020. 
Award recipients are not required to attend. Arrangements will be made to recognize 
winners at their home bar associations.

Eligibility
�Projects and programs designed and significantly implemented between October 1, 
2018 and September 30, 2019 are eligible for consideration. 

Projects that were in place prior to October 1, 2018 are also welcome for consideration  
if innovations were made to the existing project that enhanced its scope and impact.

Nominated programs should:

	 n Involve or affect most of the members of the sponsoring association (or)  
	 n Make a significant contribution to the bar and the public. 

• Innovative Law Day Programs

• Pro Bono Projects

• �Public Service Programs 
(i.e., Community Interaction)

• �Youth and Adult Law-related 
Education Projects

• New Member Services

• �Published reports and hosted programs 
supporting court reform and / or law 
reform

Examples



Nomination Category
The Emerging Bar

This category recognizes the work of younger bar associations. These “emerging bars” 
often launch bold programs to establish a presence in the communities they serve. 

Eligibility requirements are the same as detailed above, with submissions in this 
category accepted only from bar associations that officially formed within the past  
10 years (i.e., since 2009).

Criteria for Evaluation
The criteria for evaluation of the nominations are:

	 n Effect of the project on the bar and/or the public
	 n Ingenuity and creativity in planning the project
	 n Overall quality of the project

Nomination Requirements
	 n Complete the nomination form
	 n Designate one appropriate category:
		  Smaller Bar associations – fewer than 500 members
		  Medium Bar associations – 500 – 1,999 members
		  Larger Bar associations – 2,000 members or more
		  Emerging Bar – Incorporated less than 10 years (since 2009)
	 n Attach any additional supporting materials and submit online as directed
	 n Only one entry per association

Questions?
Contact any member of the Committee for Bar Leaders of New York State below with 
questions regarding the Bar Leaders Innovation Awards.

Marne Onderdonk, Chair (Albany)	 Esther Betsie Cajuste (Queens Village) 
Vincent Ted Chang (New York)	 Dawn Joyce Lanouette (Binghamton) 
Patricia Meisenheimer (E. Setauket)	 Angelicque M. Moreno (Brooklyn)
Domenick Napoletano (Brooklyn)	 Leah Rene Nowortarski (Warsaw) 
Marquita Jo Rhodes (Albany)	 Aimee Richter (New York)
Luis A. Rivera (Ossining)	 Patricia L.R. Rodriguez (Schenectady) 
Kevin F. Ryan (Rochester)	 Barton L. Slavin (New York) 
Khandikile P.M. Sokoni (Ithaca)	 Mark T. Starkman (New Windsor)
Zenith T. Taylor (Forest Hills)	 Jean Marie Westlake (Syracuse)
Kaylin L. Whittingham (New York) 	 Jeffrey T. Zaino (New York)
Feikje Van Rein (Fort Lee, NJ)

mailto:monderdo@nycourts.gov
mailto:ebcajuste@gmail.com
mailto:vchang@wmd-law.com
mailto:dlanouette@hhk.com
mailto:pmeisenheimer@bmblawllp.com
mailto:amoreno@jkavanzino.com
mailto:domenick@napoletanolaw.com
mailto:lnowotarski.attlegal@yahoo.com
mailto:mrhodes@albanycountybar.org
mailto:aimeerichter@lacwkrr.com
mailto:lurivera33@gmail.com
mailto:plrrlawoffice@gmail.com
mailto:kryan@mcba.org
mailto:barton@nycattorneys.com
mailto:kms@truewalshlaw.com
mailto:marktstarkman@gmail.com
mailto:zenith@zenithtaylor.net
mailto:jeanmarie@defranciscolaw.com
mailto:klw@whittinghamlaw.com
mailto:zainoj@adr.org
mailto:fvanrein@rrrassociations.com


Nominations Must Be Received No Later Than November 15, 2019

Bar Leaders Innovation Awards
Nomination Form

Nominations may be sent:
	 n As a PDF via e-mail to Mark Wilson (mwilson@nysba.org)

	 n ��Mailed via U.S. Postal Service to  
	 Mark Wilson/Bar Services

		  One Elk Street 
		  Albany, NY  12207

Please attach narrative describing project in detail. 

Please indicate association category:

Smaller Bar Associations (fewer than 500 members)

Medium Bar Associations (500 – 1,999 members)

Larger Bar Associations (2,000 members or more)

Emerging Bar Associations (Officially Incorporated 10 years or less – since 2009)

	 Number of members at your emerging bar________________________________

Association Nominated_____________________________________________________

President_ _________________________________________________________________

Address_ __________________________________________________________________

Phone Number_____________________________________________________________

Submitted by______________________________________________________________

Title_______________________________________________________________________

Address_ __________________________________________________________________

Phone_____________________________________________________________________

�Project Summary 
(This should include primary audience, e.g. members, senior citizens, community at-large –  
and type of project, e.g. public service, pro bono, Law Day, law-related education.)

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________
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