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Joseph Finnerty has been representing press and other media organizations for over 35 
years. Based in Buffalo, he is chief outside counsel for several of western New York’s 
principal press organizations and has represented most western New York media 
outlets on case-specific matters. He represents newspaper and broadcast news clients 
in defamation defense and other newsgathering matters across the state. 
 
He is a member of the New York State Bar Association Media Law Committee and 
recently was appointed by the Bar Association President to serve on its Task Force on 
Free Expression in the Digital Age. He is a long-time member of the Media Law 
Resource Center and the National Press Club. 
 
He is a member of Finnerty Osterreicher & Abdulla. 
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