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Matthew Leish is Assistant General Counsel at Tribune Publishing Company, where he 
serves as the primary newsroom lawyer and litigator for the New York Daily News and 
Tribune Publishing’s other digital and print publications in the northeast.  He is 
responsible for handling or supervising all newsroom-related litigation, including 
defamation and privacy claims, access to courtrooms and documents, FOIL/public 
records, reporter’s privilege, newsgathering, and copyright matters.  He also provides 
day-to-day advice and counsel to the publications’ editors and reporters, conducts pre-
publication review and vetting of print and online content, and advises management on 
employment, advertising, and general business matters.   
 
Mr. Leish previously served in the same capacity for both the Daily News and U.S. 
News & World Report prior to Tribune Publishing’s acquisition of the Daily News in 
2017.   Before joining the Daily News, he practiced media and First Amendment law at 
several firms, including as a partner at Davis Wright Tremaine, where he represented 
authors, publishers, newspapers, and television networks in defamation, privacy, and 
copyright actions and also handled commercial litigation matters.  
 
He is a frequent panelist and speaker on First Amendment and media law issues and 
has taught a class on legal and ethical issues for journalists at CUNY’s Craig Newmark 
Graduate School of Journalism.  He currently serves as co-chair of the Media Law 
Resource Center’s Internet Law Committee. 
 
Mr. Leish is a graduate of Columbia Law School. 


