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NYSBA

MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 25, 2018

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE

NYSBA ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY LAW SECTION

The meeting of the NYSBA Environmental and Energy Law Section Executive Committee 

was convened on January 25, 2018 at the Section’s Annual Meeting in New York City, New 

York.  A list of the meeting attendees is attached at the end of the Minutes.

1. Welcome

Chair Kevin Bernstein (“KB”) provided a general welcome to the attendees, an overview of 

the agenda for the Executive Committee meeting and the Section program on Friday.  Kevin 

noted the attendance for the off-site lunch was at 120 members and that he thought the 

Executive Committee meeting with lunch being provided and being set up in a round table 

format would be conducive to a productive meeting.  

2. Approval of Minutes

The Minutes from the Section’s Executive Committee meeting of October 22, 2017 had 

been previously distributed to the members and were reviewed, with edits to the attendance 

list.  A motion to approve the Minutes, as amended, was made by Rosemary Nichols, and 

seconded by Howard Tollin and were unanimously approved.

3. Financial Report

Treasurer Howard Tollin (“HT”) provided an overview of the Section’s 2017 budget and 

noted that the Section was on budget with respect to its expenditures and he anticipated a 

surplus in excess of $15,000.00 over expenses for the 2017 fiscal year.  HT noted the Section 

currently has an $80,000.00 surplus and the Section received over $20,000.00 in sponsorship 

for the Annual Meeting.  There was then a general discussion regarding the use of the 

Section’s surplus with Lisa Bataille (“LB”) explaining the Association’s restrictions on the 

use of the surplus and stressing that the surplus must be used for programs of relevance to 

all members and can’t be used to subsidize special interest meetings such as the Fall or 

Annual meeting.  Terresa Bakner suggested the Section consider using the surplus for awards 

and scholarships which resulted in a general discussion.  HT then provided an overview of 

the 2018 budget, attached to the Executive Committee Agenda packet, and answered 

questions as raised.  
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4. Membership Report

Rob Stout provided an overview of the Section’s membership and noted that the Section 

surpassed 1,000 members before the end of the 2017 calendar year.  He noted that the 

challenge now is to retain and increase those membership numbers.  The NYSBA 

President’s challenge is for the Section to have 1,058 members by December 31, 2018.  

Various individuals noted there were opportunities for growth and there was a general 

discussion regarding strategies for membership initiatives.  It was noted the Section overlaps 

with the municipal, real estate and young lawyers section and there should be an effort in 

2018 to continue outreach to those members as well as reaching out to law schools.  There 

was a general discussion that other professional organizations are recognizing membership 

demographics are trending older and there is a need to attract younger professionals and 

outreach should start with students, which may include law firms hosting receptions.  There 

exist opportunities to expand student membership.  

5. House of Delegates Report

Linda Shaw provided an overview of attendance at the House of Delegates meeting noting 

the last meeting was held prior to the November election and the focus was on the 

Constitutional Convention.  It was noted there is one House of Delegates member per 1,000 

members of a Section and that as Linda had been elected to be the Section’s Secretary 

position starting June 1, 2018, the Section would need to have a new representative to the 

House of Delegate.  Any interested individuals should contact Marla.  Linda provided an 

overview of issues discussed at the House of Delegates Section Caucus where leadership 

from the Association’s Sections discussed issues of common concerns.  

6. New York Environmental Lawyer Publication

Miriam Villani indicated work is nearing completion on the February issue with its 

submission deadline of February 15th.  Submission deadlines for the balance of the year are 

June 1st, October 1st and December 31st and anyone with an interest in submitting an article 

should do so with those deadlines in mind.  There was then a general discussion regarding 

the Section essay contest with submission due by June 1, 2018 and a list of the law school 

liaisons discussed at the October 22nd meeting is attached to these Minutes as well as a copy 

of the essay flyer, as Exhibit A.  

7. 2018 Programs

John Parker provided an overview of the legislative forum indicating he was looking at dates 

in May with a focus on May 23rd.  There was a general discussion of whether this would be 

suitable for a CLE course, but it was noted that as there was a requirement that the speakers

submit materials and therefore this is not the type of presentation which is appropriate for 

CLE credit.  The Committee then discussed the oil spill symposium and the committee is 
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still considering dates and pondering if this can be a CLE course.  Jim Rigano provided an 

update with respect to the Environmental Overview CLE which is being offered at four 

locations (Buffalo, NYC, Long Island, Albany and webcast) on various dates in April 2018.  

A copy of the program flyer was included in the agenda packet.  Anyone interested in 

speaking at the program should contact Jim.  Larry Schnapf indicated there is a potential for 

Brownfields CLE in the Fall and there was a general discussion regarding the Environmental 

Insurance Section holding a seminar and discussion of a Corporate Governance and 

Environmental Compliance program.  

Marla then provided an overview of the Fall 2018 program to be held at Mount Tremper, 

located near Woodstock, on October 19 through October 21, including a discussion of 

potential topics.  

8. Future of Federal Environmental Law Task Force

Dave Freeman provided an overview of the Task Force activities over the past year and 

indicated that the Co-Chairs of the Task Force, himself, Gail Port and Kevin Healy, convene 

a conference call once a month and there are approximately 20 attendees.  Dave provided an 

overview of the Task Force activities over the past year as follows:

1) Letter to the Congressional Delegation urging the 

Administration to maintain funding for important 

environmental programs.

2) The NYSBA Bar President’s letter to President Trump 

drafted by the Task Force and approved by the 

Executive Committee.

3) Task Force comments on the recision of the CPP Act.

4) Members of the Task Force testified at the CPP Hearing.

5) The Task Force received a call from Congressman 

Tonko requesting questions for the Congressman to ask 

of Secretary Pruitt.

It was noted that Lisa Bataille and Ron Kennedy of Bar Association staff are very helpful in 

assisting the Task Force in navigating the Association’s policies on submitting comments on 

pending and proposed legislation.  Gail Port noted the Task Force has received feedback 

that its input is helpful and the Task Force will continue its efforts in 2018.

9. Social Media
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Meaghan Colligan provided an overview of the presentation to be provided at the end of 

Friday’s program to encourage Section members to actively participate in the Section’s social 

media accounts.  The Twitter account was activated in August and there are four volunteers 

who monitor the account and ensure there are active postings.  Meaghan encouraged 

members of the Committee to follow the Section’s Twitter handle (@nysbaeels) and tweet.  

Meaghan noted that in addition to members posting on the Section’s Twitter account the 

Social Media Committee is retweeting articles so as to promote members, working on 

proposals to tweak the website and working with staff to move old blogs to the NYSBA’s 

community page.  It was also suggested to upload committee reports to the blog.  Meaghan 

also requested volunteers for members of the Social Media Task Force.  

10. Minority Fellowship

It was noted the first fellowship was awarded in 1992 and the question was raised “where are 

they now?”  A list was prepared and attached to the agenda packet.  It was suggested the list 

be posted on the Section’s website.  It was also noted that Michael Gerard forwarded the list 

to the Westchester Foundation on December 6, 2017 seeking funding of no less than 

$10,000.00 a year to assist with financing minority fellowships and is awaiting a response.

11. Committee Manual Revisions

Ginny Robbins provided an overview of the edits to the Committee Manual and there was a 

suggested edit by Nicholas Ward-Willis that a new Section 10 be added to page 5 to read as 

follows:

In accordance with the request of the Chair of the Social Media 

Committee, provide an entry on the Section’s blog no less than 

once a year and actively participate on the Section’s Twitter 

account and other social media.  

Walter Mugdan seconded the edit and all approved.  There was then a motion 

by Walter Mugdan and seconded by Larry Schnapf to approve the Committee 

Manual, as edited, which was unanimously approved.

12. Attorney General’s Report

Kevin explained the Section has been having discussions as to how to get more involved 

with the various regulatory agencies and it was agreed it was a benefit to the membership to 

receive reports from the agencies.  To that end, AAG Andrew Gershon of the 

Environmental Protection Bureau, agreed to provide an update.  Andrew provided a detailed 

and informative overview of the AG’s Environmental Protection Bureau, including staffing, 

the types of matters being handled with specific citation to particular investigations, 

administrative proceedings and cases of interest.  After his presentation and receiving 
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questions, it was agreed that Mariam would work with Andy to publish the AG’s report in 

the New York Environmental Lawyer publication.  

13. New Business

There was then a general discussion of miscellaneous matters including Larry Schnapf’s 

suggestion the Section consider providing a new book on environmental law similar to what 

other Sections have done.  Larry volunteered to be the Editor and solicited interest for 

chapter authors.  

There being no further business, a motion to adjourn was made by Rosemary Nichols and 

seconded by Ginny Nicholas with all in favor.
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ATTENDEES

Neil J. Alexander
Susan E. Amron
Terresa M. Bakner
Lisa J. Bataille
Kevin Bernstein
Michael S. Bogin
Meaghan A. Colligan
David J. Freeman
John L. Greenthal
Andrew J. Gershon
Ragna Henrichs
Carl R. Howard
Robert J. Kafin
Amy K. Kendall
John P. Kirkpatrick
Alan J. Knauf
Daniel Mark Krainin
Jan S. Kublick
Eileen D. Millett
Laura L. Mona
Donna Mussio
Rosemary Nichols
Telisport W. Putsavage
Virginia C. Robbins
Steven C. Russo
Daniel A. Ruzow
Joel Sachs
David S. Sampson
Lawrence P. Schnapf
MacKenzie Spring Schoonmaker
Michele Schroeder
Adam J. Schultz
Linda R. Shaw
Keith G. Silliman
Adam Michael Stolorow
Robert Alan Stout, Jr.
Howard M. Tollin
Melissa M. Valle
Miriam E. Villani
Cheryl P. Vollweiler
Nicholas M. Ward-Willis
Marla E. Wieder
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EXHIBIT A

EXCERPT FROM OCTOBER 22, 2017 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MINUTES:

4. Section Scholarship

There was an extended discussion regarding how to increase outreach to law school students 
to encourage them to participate in the Section’s Annual Essay Contest. Miriam Villani 
provided an overview of past outreach efforts and noted recruiting students would be more 
successful if there were individual liaisons to the law schools to promote the essay. After 
further discussion, it was agreed that the following individuals would be liaisons to the law 
schools to promote the students to participate in the essay contest: 1) NYU – Michael 
Bogin; 2) Pace – MacKenzie Shoonmaker; 3) St. John’s – Miriam Villani; 4) Fordham – Eric; 
5) Albany – Rob Stout; 6) Hofstra – Frank Piccinni and Howard Tollin; 7) University of 
Buffalo – Amy Kendall; 8) Syracuse – Ginnie Robbins; and 9) Brooklyn Law School –
Nicholas Ward-Willis. It was agreed that Nick and Miriam will work in early 2018 to work 
with liaisons in promoting the essay contest.
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EXHIBIT B

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Corporate Counsel Committee

Petroleum Spills Committee

Environmental Insurance Committee

Hazardous Waste/Site Remediation Committee

Toxic Tort Committee

Legislation Committee
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