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As the year begins, 
NSYBA encourages all 
a t t o r n e y s  t o  w o r k 
toward their aspirational 
goal of performing at 
least 50 hours of pro 
bono work for the year. 
In fact,  every active 
NYSBA member who 
completes this goal is eli-
gible for Empire State 
Counsel® designation. 

Launched in 2006, 
the Empire State Coun-

sel® Program recognizes NYSBA members who, 
during the previous year, performed 50 hours or 
more of pro bono legal services either through 
direct legal representation of a low-income/vul-
nerable individual; donated free legal services to 
an organization whose services are designed pri-
marily to address the legal and other basic needs 
of persons of limited financial means; or provided 
free legal services to an organization dedicated to 
increasing the availability of legal services to vul-
nerable and/or low-income populations.  

The contributions of Empire State Counsel® 

honorees and their law firms are recognized dur-
ing the Association’s Annual Meeting at the Justice 
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Brief Association vision
Over the years, the Association has evolved to 

become an organization that encourages interaction 
of its members and provides an opportunity to net-
work among other professionals, while offering a 
variety of community outreach programs of benefit 
to the White Plains community. 

From September through June of each year, the 
Association sponsors monthly events in downtown 
White Plains and the surrounding areas. These 
include luncheons and continuing legal education 
programs at which topics of local or regional impor-
tance to the White Plains legal community and the 
community at large are presented. 

Past topics have included presentations on envi-
ronmental issues, foreclosures, presentations from 

local, state and federal judges, ethics and profession-
alism, and general issues of importance to civil and 
criminal practitioners. 

Membership in the White Plains Bar Association 
(WPBA) offers a unique opportunity to interact and 
network with others in the legal profession who live, 
work and/or practice in White Plains in a setting 
designed to foster professional growth.

History
The WPBA was founded in 1947, a time when the 

practice of law in White Plains was more akin to that 
of being a country lawyer. The Association has 
grown from a handful of lawyers to today being an 
association of over 300 members and one of the larg-
est local bar associations in New York State. 

Our membership consists of local solo practitio-
ners, members of large Westchester County firms, as 
well as local, state and county court judges.

What is your Association’s most popular 
outing/social event? 

Our most popular outings are our fall social, holi-
day party and annual meeting golf outing and din-
ner, which provide an opportunity for members to 
mingle in informal settings with members of the fed-
eral, state and local judiciary and colleagues. 

What is your Association’s most pressing 
concern regarding the legal profession? 

Increasing involvement from younger attorneys.

What is your Association’s goal for next 
month? Next year? 

The WPBA’s goal is to continue to offer collegiali-
ty, connections and CLEs as we broaden our base 
and encourage younger attorneys to join the WPBA. 

As an example, the WPBA is hosting a “Night 
After Court, on the Court” and inviting members 
and their families to attend an outing at the West-
chester Knicks Basketball game in White Plains.

What is your Association’s most 
important current project/initiative? 

The Association co-sponsors the annual Ninth 
Judicial District Gender Fairness Committee’s Essay 
contest for high school students and annually pres-
ents the Bohn Vergari Public Service Award and the 
Isaac Ruben Clinical Award to outstanding students 
at Pace Law School. u

The Bar Around the Corner is a project of the Committee 
for Bar Leaders of New York State.

Pro Bono Services
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Partnering with local, nonprofit legal service providers is the best way to achieve 50-hour goal

for All Luncheon. Each Empire State Counsel® 
recipient receives a certificate suitable for framing 
and may use this honorific designation as a cre-
dential on their resume. The names of the individ-
ual honorees and their employers are published in 
a variety of Association publications in the spring. 
To learn more about the Empire State Counsel® 
program, go to www.nysba.org/ESC.

Partnering with local nonprofit legal service pro-
viders is the best way for attorneys to achieve the 
aspirational 50-hour goal. These organizations often 
provide their volunteers with everything from train-
ing to administrative support and malpractice insur-
ance. 

Pro bono opportunities
If you are looking for a volunteer opportunity in 

your area, check out the video highlights and Pro 
Bono Opportunit ies  Guide at  www.nysba. 
org/2016PCProBonoVideos. We encourage you to 
reach out to your local providers and find out how 
you can help them improve access to justice across 
the state of New York.

NY Free Legal Answers, the new online pro bono 
project hosted by NYSBA and sponsored by the ABA, 
is quickly gaining traction. Since launching at the 
end of August, more than 40 questions have been 
posted to the site by New Yorkers from around the 

state, on topics ranging from family law to consumer 
debt, employment and immigration issues. 

Thanks to more than 50 attorneys who have 
signed up to volunteer and answer these questions, 
low-income New Yorkers are receiving the advice 
and guidance they need, but might not otherwise 
get. The number of questions posted rises weekly, so 
the need for volunteer attorney participation contin-
ues to grow. 

If you are unable to volunteer with a local provid-
er, or are looking for an additional opportunity to do 
pro bono work, NY.freelegalanswers.org may be an 
option for you. 

Covered by malpractice insurance provided 
through the ABA, NY.freelegelanswers.org is accessi-
ble from anywhere via an internet connection. Sim-
ply create an account, log on, and peruse the posted 
questions to see if any fall within your areas of 
expertise. You may respond to questions at your lei-
sure and keep track of the time you spend answering 
them, all within the website. This service allows you 
to provide brief, limited scope advice on civil legal 
matters and help low-income New Yorkers obtain 
access to justice. 

For more information about NY.freelegal 
answers.org, contact NYSBA’s Pro Bono Services 
Department at 518-487-5641. u


