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New officers ready to serve Conference of Bar Leaders
A new chair 

and vice-chair and 
members of the 
Executive Council 
of the New York 
State Conference 
of Bar Leaders 
(NYSCBL) took 
office on July 1. 

Vice-chair 
Karla Wilsey of 
Rochester 

(Abrams Fensterman Law Firm) suc-
ceeded Earamichia Brown of New York 
City (New York State Office of the State 
Inspector General) as chair for a two-
year term. Diane M. Herrmann, a solo 
practitioner from Schenectady, began a 
one-year renewable term as vice-chair. 
Both have served on NYSCBL’s 
Executive Council for five years. 

They bring with them leadership 
experience from their previous work 

with local bar 
associations. 
Wilsey was trea-
surer of the 
Monroe County 
Bar Association, 
chair of its House 
Finance and Audit 
Committee and 
a member of 
its Executive 

Committee of the Board of Trustees. 
Herrmann has served as executive 
director of the Schenectady County 
Bar Association.

“Earamichia is a tough act to follow. 
I look forward to continuing her initia-
tives and finding new ways to enhance 
our collaboration with bar associations 
across the state,” said Wilsey. “Our 
organizations are more healthy and 
strong when leaders know they can 
rely on their counterparts for informa-

tion and advice. I am excited to chair 
this dedicated group of bar leaders, 
bringing together a treasure trove of 
knowledge, experience and creativity 
from our diverse bar associations 
throughout the state.”

During Brown’s tenure, NYSCBL 
instituted regularly scheduled confer-
ence calls for bar leaders and directors 
and increased the frequency of the 
Directory of Bar Associations in New 
York State from two to four times a year.

“We have such a talented and hard-
working pool of bar association lead-
ers,” said Brown. “It’s important to 
keep the lines of communication open 
and to let everyone know of our role 
as a resource.” 

New council members
There also are changes to the 

Executive Council. Deborah L. Martin 
of Briarwood (Quinn Emanuel 

Urquhart & Sullivan, LLP), who 
serves on the Board of Directors of 
the Metropolitan Black Bar Association, 
will be NYSCBL’s First Department 
representative. Abayomi Ajaiyeoba 
of Brooklyn (Office of Administrative 
Trials and Hearings/New York City 
Environmental Control Board), 
president of the Nigerian Lawyers 
Association, will represent the 
Second Department. 

State Bar President-Elect David M. 
Schraver of Rochester (Nixon Peabody 
LLP) also sits on the council for a one-
year term. He succeeds Seymour W. 
James, Jr., who recently began his term 
as State Bar president. A complete list 
of Executive Council members is 
available at www.nyscbl.org. 

NYSCBL will hold its first live 
streaming webcast during the 
annual fall workshop in Albany 
on October 18. ◆ 
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Founded in 1993, the National Organization of Veterans’  
Advocates, Inc. is the unparalleled leader in training Veterans’  
advocates. Attend our upcoming seminar in Philadelphia, PA 

October 11-13 at the Sheraton Society Hill. NOVA has something 
to offer for novices and the most experienced practitioners. Learn 
the latest developments, practical tips and techniques and earn 
CLE credits from the experts who practice in this field. NOVA 
also offers training DVD’s- The Beginners Guide to Veterans Law 

VETERANS’ ADVOCATES  
EXPAND YOUR PRACTICE! 

For more details visit www.vetadvocates.org or contact 
Regina Alegre at RAlegre-NOVA@cox.net

“The Veterans Law Experts”

Teresa Schiller 
of Rensselaer has 
been promoted to 
Associate 
Executive 
Director, effective 
June 1.

She will have 
significant respon-
sibility for the 
day-to-day man-
agement of the 

association; and will assist with the 
development, implementation and 
management of the association’s mis-
sion, goals and objectives and the devel-
opment of the annual budget.

Schiller joined the State Bar in June 
2010 as Director of Law Practice 

Here at the Bar Center

Schiller promoted to Associate Executive Director

Kevin B. 
Getnick of Clifton 
Park succeeds 
Teresa Schiller as 
an Executive 
Services Counsel 
for the State Bar. 

His duties 
include providing 
staff assistance 
for some of the 

President’s new committees, and 
various special projects.

Getnick most recently was a senior 
assistant counsel with the Counsel’s 
Office of the New York State Office of 
Court Administration. He previously 
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Getnick

Management and was named Executive 
Services Counsel in May 2011.

She previously was the manager of 
pro bono and community programs at 
Clifford Chance US, LLP and a litiga-
tion associate at the firm. She also 
served as a law clerk for U.S. District 
Court Judge Harry Leinenweber in the 
Northern District of Illinois and the 
Hon. Jane Roth of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit in 
Wilmington, Delaware.

A graduate of Rice University and 
University of Chicago Law School, 
Schiller is a past president of the New 
York Women’s Bar Association and 
a past vice-president of the Women’s 
Bar Association of the State of New 
York. ◆

Getnick joins State Bar as Executive Services Counsel
served as an Appellate Court attorney 
for the New York State Appellate 
Division, Third Department. He 
interned at the Massachusetts Attorney 
General’s Office and the U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, Northern District 
of New York.

A graduate of Suffolk University 
Law School, he was president of the 
Environmental Law Society and 
co-director of the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Association. Getnick also 
was commencement speaker for his 
class. 

Getnick received his undergraduate 
degree in psychology from Hobart & 
William Smith College. ◆

Follow NYSBA on Twitter

visit www.twitter.com/nysba 
and click the link to follow us and stay up-to-date 

on the latest news from the Association


