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It is a great privilege for me 
to take the helm of the Commer-
cial and Federal Litigation Sec-
tion as its 21st Chair. During the 
15 years that I have been associ-
ated with the Section, I have had 
the honor of serving in several 
capacities under the leadership 
of the many outstanding and tal-
ented people who have guided 
the Section—making it one of 
the most successful Sections 
in the New York State Bar Association. I want to thank 
Mark Zauderer, who introduced me to the Section and 
has inspired me to assume ever-increasing leadership re-
sponsibilities during the years. As a committee member, 
committee chair, member of the Section’s Executive Com-
mittee and Section offi cer, I have worked with 15 Section 
Chairs: Mark Alcott, Gerald Paul, Mark Zauderer, Bernice 
Leber, John Nonna, Jack Auspitz, Sharon Porcellio, Jay 
Safer, Cathi Hession, Lewis Smoley, Lauren J. Wachtler, 
Stephen Younger, Lesley Rosenthal, Carrie Cohen and, 
of course, Peter Brown. I thank you all for your mentor-
ing and kindness. These are very big shoes to fi ll, and I 
will try my best to remember what you have taught me. 

It has been an honor and 
pleasure to serve as the Chair 
of the Commercial and Federal 
Litigation Section for the past 
year. Our growing and strong 
Section is in wonderful condi-
tion and ready to receive the 
vigorous leadership of our new 
Chair, Vince Syracuse. I know 
that Vince is ready to lead the 
Section to even greater achieve-
ments in the coming year. 

Looking back on our accomplishments, I see the re-
sults of the hard work and dedication of so many of our 
Section’s members and committee Chairs. They are the 
engine that makes this Section one of the most successful 
in the New York State Bar Association. I feel particular 
pride in several signifi cant accomplishments. 

Having had the privilege of serving during the Sec-
tion’s 20th Anniversary, I wanted a celebration which 
might include all of our members. The result was the 
Section’s 20th Anniversary celebration on November 18, 
2008, at the ornate Russian Tea Room in New York City. 
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Over 200 Section members and judges attended. We were 
honored to have New York State Bar Association Presi-
dent Bernice Leber greet the Section members and add 
her voice in celebration of our accomplishments.

Every year, the Section presents an outstanding 
program at the Annual Meeting of the New York State 
Bar Association. This past January was no exception as 
the Section’s Vice-Chair, Jonathan Lupkin, organized an 
excellent set of presentations. The Section’s Annual Lun-
cheon is a highlight event for commercial lawyers across 
New York State. The luncheon had a record attendance of 
over 400 lawyers and judges. The Stanley H. Fuld Award 
was presented to the Honorable Loretta A. Preska, a Dis-
trict Court judge in the Southern District of New York.

One of the legacy programs of former Section Chair 
Lesley Friedman Rosenthal is the “Smooth Moves” pro-
gram directed at involving minority lawyers in Section 
activities. This program has become a model for the New 
York State Bar Association as to how each Section can 
better serve the needs of minority lawyers in New York 
State. The CLE portion of the program was directed at 
practice development strategies. As the second part of 
the program, the Honorable George Bundy Smith Pio-
neer Award was presented to Elaine R. Jones, the former 
President and General Counsel of the NAACP Legal 
Defense Fund.

The Section has funded an internship in the Com-
mercial Division directed at minority law students 
completing their fi rst year of school. This year, we were 
pleased to present the award to Ms. Nia Kitwana Ngozi 
Jackson of Hofstra University School of Law. 

Our Section committees put on a number of very 
high quality CLE programs during the past year. How-
ever, I must make a special note of the “Ethics & Civility” 
program, which this year celebrated its tenth anniver-
sary, drawing hundreds of lawyers in locations across 
the New York State. The leadership and participation of 

A Message from the Outgoing Chair
(Continued from page 1)

Section members in every region of the state made this a 
high-quality program in every venue. 

Our Section’s Spring Meeting was held on May 1-3 in 
Cooperstown, New York. Incoming Chair Vince Syracuse 
organized an enlightening program directed at “Litiga-
tion in the Modern Age.” Over three dozen judges, guest 
speakers, and Section members participated as instructors 
in the lively CLE presentations. A highlight of each Spring 
Meeting is the presentation of the Robert L. Haig Award 
for Distinguished Public Service. This year the award was 
presented to the Honorable Judith S. Kaye, former Chief 
Judge of the New York State Court of Appeals. We were 
honored to have the award presented by her successor, 
the Honorable Jonathan Lippman, the current Chief Judge 
of the Court of Appeals. 

Our Section’s activities benefi ted from the continued 
strong support of the Association’s outgoing President 
and a former Chair of this Section, Bernice Leber. Bernice 
has been one of our consistent cheerleaders. I must also 
acknowledge our incoming President, Michael Getnick, 
who has been an active participant in this Section’s Spring 
Meeting for a number of years. We were honored to have 
his thoughtful welcoming remarks as part of our Spring 
Meeting.

The Section’s success during the past year would not 
have been possible without the hard work and support 
from my distinguished team of offi cers, including Vince 
Syracuse, Jonathan Lupkin, Susan Davies, and Deborah 
Kaplan. The Section’s Executive Committee and commit-
tee chairs have been another source of constant support in 
this past year. In addition, many of our past Section chairs 
have continued to provide informal advice and support as 
I led the Section’s activities. 

Thank you for the honor of serving as your Section 
Chair for the past year. I am certain that our new leader-
ship team will continue our history of accomplishment. 

Peter Brown
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A Message from the Incoming Chair
(Continued from page 1)

I truly appreciate your confi dence in me and hope that I 
will merit your trust.

Our Section owes its success to people, and we all 
owe a debt of gratitude to our outgoing offi cers. They 
have worked so hard to make this past year one of the 
most successful in the Section’s history. Thanks go to 
Peter Brown, who led the Section last year as Chair, and 
Susan Davies, whose outstanding work as Treasurer has 
kept our house in good fi nancial order. The 2009/2010 
year promises to be a great one for our Section, and I am 
looking forward to the support of a team composed of 
some very experienced Section leaders: Jonathan Lupkin, 
Chair-Elect; David Tennant, Vice-Chair (who brings us 
upstate representation); Paul Sarkozi, our new Treasurer; 
and Deborah Kaplan, who will continue as Secretary.

Our goal at the Section is to help connect New York 
State’s leading commercial litigators with one another, 
as well as with the judges deciding their cases, in order 
to improve the quality of representation of clients, to 
provide a forum for the further development of law and 
procedure in the areas of commercial and federal litiga-
tion, and to enhance the administration of justice. We pro-
vide the bench and bar with a laboratory through which 
changes to procedural and substantive law and court 
rules can be proposed, vetted, and discussed. We also de-
velop and present numerous continuing legal education 
programs on topics most useful and relevant to our mem-
bers’ practice areas. Our more than 30 active Section com-
mittees promote research and discussion on the current 
issues affecting our practices. These committees produce 
reports that are the lifeblood of the Section, which allow 
us to play a crucial role in the development of commercial 
litigation practice to better serve our clients.

The Section further serves its mission by providing 
valuable networking opportunities for commercial and 
federal litigators to develop relationships and share prac-
tice experiences with one another, with federal and state 
judges, and with arbitral, regulatory, and administrative 
offi cers. Most importantly, active membership in the Sec-
tion provides an opportunity to be of service to the court 
system and the administration of justice. 

Our biggest challenge this year is membership. I 
know that lawyers lead very busy lives and that many 
demands are placed on our time. Whether it is the need to 
bill hours or family responsibilities, it is certainly easy to 
fi nd “excuses.” Participation in Bar Association activities 
is an integral element of our practices. I have always felt 
that my participation in the work of our Section has made 
me a better lawyer. I hope that you will continue to sup-
port the Section and that you will encourage your friends 
and attorneys at your fi rms to do so as well.

 As part of my efforts to build and maintain member-
ship, I plan on continuing our close partnership with the 

Young Lawyers Section and hope that we can encourage 
YLS members to join our committees. We started this pro-
cess in 2008 and continued this year, when we partnered 
with the YLS at our Spring Meeting by offering subsidies 
and discounts to those who have been admitted for less 
than 10 years. We also presented two-track CLE programs, 
which allowed newly admitted attorneys to earn CLE 
credits at the Spring Meeting and encouraged them not 
only to attend the Spring Meeting but also to participate in 
our Section’s many activities. 

The continuation of our various diversity initiatives, 
including our highly successful “Smooth Moves” pro-
gram, is another important item on the 2009/2010 agenda. 
It is my hope that Smooth Moves, which will be in its 
fourth year in 2010, can serve as a membership gateway. 
Our diversity committee is working to accomplish that 
objective and is also preparing a long-range plan to help 
increase the diversity of our Section at the membership, 
committee, and leadership levels. 

I also believe that it is essential for us to have greater 
upstate representation on our committees and on the Sec-
tion’s Executive Committee; I will try to appoint upstate 
committee chairs and co-chairs. I also want to encourage 
the participation of upstate lawyers at the offi cer level. It is 
important to note that with the election of David Tennant 
from Rochester as Vice-Chair, we will have an upstate 
Section Chair in 2011. This creates several important op-
portunities for us, and we are exploring the possible use of 
video conferencing for Executive Committee meetings, so 
that we can have a greater upstate presence. 

I look forward to working with all of you during my 
year as Chair and hope that you will share your thoughts 
with me and our other Section offi cers and committee 
chairs about the Section’s activities, or any issue that may 
be of interest to you that can help us in the fulfi llment of 
our mission. More importantly, my goal is to help you 
get the most out of your Section membership; we want to 
make sure the Section offers programs that satisfy your 
needs. We have many activities that are now in the plan-
ning stage, but your input is essential to our success. 
Please do not be shy about contacting any offi cer or com-
mittee chair; your ideas and suggestions are what our Sec-
tion is about, so we welcome what you have to say about 
committee activities, CLE programs, proposed legislation, 
or any commercial litigation issue that may be relevant to 
your practices. 

Thanks for your continued support of the Section and 
its activities. I look forward to seeing you at Section events 
during the months to come. I know that you will give me 
your support during the next year and am confi dent that 
our Section will prosper with your assistance. 

Vincent J. Syracuse
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is the former Co-chair of the Sec-
tion’s Commercial Division Law 
Report Committee. A graduate 
of Yale University and Harvard 
Law School, Mr. Sarkozi’s practice 
focuses on business litigation and 
arbitration, both in the United 
States and internationally, with a 
particular concentration on dis-
putes in New York’s Commercial 
Division. His experience covers a 
broad range of matters involving 
banking, media, technology, securities, contracts, partner-
ships, real estate, antitrust, and employment disputes, and 
he has also represented corporations and individuals in 
U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission investigations. 
Mr. Sarkozi has extensive experience in settling business 
disputes—both in the context of litigation and through 
mediation. He currently serves on the Adjunct Faculty at 
Columbia Law School, where he teaches the “Negotiation 
Workshop,” and also serves as a private mediator and 
in the Commercial Division of the Supreme Court, New 
York County. Mr. Sarkozi has also played an active role 
in the Section’s CLE offerings. In 2009, he organized and 
coordinated several programs for the Section’s Spring 
Meeting. In 2008, he presented programs on “Piercing the 
Corporate Veil” and “Conducting Effective Depositions.” 
Finally, in 2007 Mr. Sarkozi participated in the presenta-
tions given to the Justices of the Commercial Division at 
the New York State Judicial Institute at Pace University. 

Biographical information for Mr. Syracuse, Mr. Lup-
kin, and Ms. Kaplan can be found on the Section’s Web 
pages at www.nysba.org/comfed.

The Section also elected Section Chair Vincent J. Syra-
cuse and former Section Chairs Peter Brown and Lesley F. 
Rosenthal of Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts, Inc. 
as the Section’s delegates to the New York Bar Associa-
tion’s House of Delegates. David Rosenberg of Marcus 
Rosenberg & Diamond LLP and Co-chair of the Section’s 
Committee on Real Estate and Construction Litigation 
was elected as an alternate delegate.

The Section expresses its appreciation to outgoing 
2008-2009 Section Chair Peter Brown and outgoing 2007-
2009 Section Treasurer Susan M. Davies for their outstand-
ing service to the Section.

The Section’s 2009-2010 offi -
cers assumed their duties on June 
1, 2009. Pursuant to Article III of 
the Section’s by-laws, Vincent J. 
Syracuse of Tannenbaum Help-
ern Syracuse & Hirschtritt LLP 
succeeded Peter Brown of Baker 
& Hostetler as Section Chair, and 
Jonathan D. Lupkin of Flem-
ming Zulak Williamson Zauderer 
LLP succeeded Mr. Syracuse 
as Section Chair-Elect. David 

H. Tennant of Nixon Peabody LLP was elected Section 
Vice-Chair, and Paul D. Sarkozi of Tannenbaum Helpern 
Syracuse & Hirschtritt LLP was elected Section Treasurer, 
at the Section’s Annual meeting on January 28, 2009. 
Deborah Kaplan of Baker & Hostetler was re-elected Sec-
tion Secretary. 

David H. Tennant is a partner with Nixon Peabody 
LLP (Rochester, New York) where his practice includes 
complex commercial litigation and appellate matters. He 
is a founding member of his fi rm’s appellate team. Mr. 
Tennant serves on the Executive Committee for the Com-
mercial and Federal Litigation Section, co-chairs the Sec-
tion’s Committee on Appellate Practice, and is a member 
of the Section’s Committee on the Commercial Division. 
He serves as the Section’s liaison to the Commercial 
Division for the Seventh Judicial District. Mr. Tennant is 
a frequent lecturer and writer on appellate practice and 
ethics, serves as program chair for the NYSBA Ethics & 
Civility program in Rochester, and moderated the fi rst-
ever Commercial Division CLE involving all three Com-
mercial Division Justices from Syracuse, Rochester, and 
Buffalo. Mr. Tennant recently served as a CLE presenter 
to Commercial Division justices and judicial staff at the 
New York State Judicial Institute at Pace University. He is 
a past chair of the NYSBA’s Committee on Mass Disas-
ter Response, on which he remains active, with his most 
recent committee service helping families affected by 
the mass shootings at the American Civic Association in 
Binghamton, New York.

Paul Sarkozi is a partner at Tannenbaum Helpern 
Syracuse & Hirschtritt LLP in New York City and a 
member of its litigation and alternate dispute resolution 
practice group. Mr. Sarkozi has been a member of the 
Section’s Executive Committee since 2006, is the Chair of 
the Section’s Committee on the Commercial Division, and 

Section Welcomes New Offi cers:
David H. Tennant and Paul D. Sarkozi

David H. Tennant Paul D. Sarkozi
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Attorney for the Eastern District of New York, was the 
moderator for the panel’s discussion, which focused on 
imparting practical advice for attorneys of color on effec-
tive techniques toward building a client base in a down 
economy, including developing subject matter expertise, 
mining business contacts, marketing oneself within one’s 
own law fi rm, and other ways to proactively translate 
contacts into lucrative business.

Elaine R. Jones, the President and Director-Counsel 
Emeritus of the NAACP Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund (LDF), was this year’s recipient of the George Bun-
dy Smith Pioneer Award. “During her remarkable career, 
Elaine Jones worked determinedly to fi ght for justice and 
equality. She is a dynamic leader and trailblazer, embody-
ing the pioneering example set by retired Court of Ap-
peals Judge George Bundy Smith,” said Peter Brown, the 
Section’s 2008-09 Chair.

Ms. Jones received her undergraduate degree from 
Howard University, and then became the fi rst black 
woman to enroll in the University of Virginia School of 
Law and, ultimately, the school’s fi rst African-American 
graduate. Ms. Jones’ career continued to encompass a 
series of pioneering “fi rsts,” as she became one of the fi rst 
African-Americans to serve in Turkey as part of the Peace 
Corps; the fi rst African-American to be elected to the 
American Bar Association’s Board of Governors; and the 
fi rst woman to lead the acclaimed and historic NAACP 
LDF, which was founded by Thurgood Marshall. Ms. 
Jones joined the NAACP LDF as a staff attorney in 1970, 
defending death row inmates and taking on countless civ-

il rights cases. She also served 
as counsel of record in the 
landmark Supreme Court 
death penalty case Furman 
v. Georgia. During her nearly 
30-year career at NAACP 
LDF, she played an inte-
gral role in shaping LDF’s 
contributions to the Voting 
Rights Act Amendments of 
1982 and the Civil Rights Act 
of 1991. Ms. Jones also re-
ceived the Eleanor Roosevelt 
Human Rights Award from 
President Clinton in 2000.

After a stirring and 
inspiring tribute to her life 
and career, Ms. Jones was 
presented with the Pioneer 
Award by her immediate 
successor at NAACP LDF, 
Ted Shaw, who is currently a 

On March 25, 2009, the Commercial and Federal 
Litigation Section presented its third annual “Smooth 
Moves” program at Lincoln Center for the Performing 
Arts in New York City. Smooth Moves is the Section’s 
premiere diversity event, organized annually to attract 
attorneys of color to more active participation within 
the Section. This year’s event, which was hosted by the 
Section at no charge, attracted more than 200 participants 
from all sectors of the profession—law fi rms large and 
small, in-house legal departments, government, and not-
for-profi t organizations.

Since its inception in 2007, the event has included 
both a CLE program and a networking reception, cul-
minating in the presentation of the Section’s Honorable 
George Bundy Smith Pioneer Award. The Pioneer Award 
is given each year to a litigator of color whose career 
accomplishments exemplify those of the retired Court 
of Appeals judge for whom the award is named: legal 
excellence, community involvement, and mentoring. The 
award was established by the Section in recognition of 
Judge Smith’s work in the civil rights movement, and 
his 30 years of public service in the New York judiciary, 
including 14 years as an associate judge of the Court of 
Appeals. The Section also awards a Minority Law Stu-
dent Summer Fellowship at the event to a fi rst year law 
student, who spends the summer working in the cham-
bers of a Commercial Division justice. The Fellowship is 
funded by the Section and administered by The New York 
Bar Foundation. 

The CLE program this year was entitled “Business 
Development Strategies for 
Attorneys of Color in Chal-
lenging Economic Times” 
and featured an absolutely 
stellar panel of practitioners: 
Andrew T. Hahn, Sr., Partner, 
Seyfarth Shaw LLP and presi-
dent of the National Asian 
Pacifi c American Bar As-
sociation; James E. Johnson, 
Partner, Debevoise & Plimp-
ton LLP; Elizabeth D. Moore, 
Partner, Nixon Peabody 
LLP; Elpidio “PD” Villarreal, 
Director of Litigation for New 
Jersey-based Schering-Plough 
Corporation; and Theodore V. 
Wells, Jr., Partner, Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton & Gar-
rison LLP. Loretta E. Lynch, 
Partner, Hogan & Hartson 
LLP, and formerly the U.S. 

Third Annual “Smooth Moves” CLE Program
for Attorneys of Color

From Left: Andrew Hahn, Seyfarth Shaw (CLE Panelist); 
Elpidio “PD” Villarreal, Schering-Plough (CLE Panelist); Elaine 
R. Jones, George Bundy Smith Pioneer Award Recipient; 
Elizabeth Moore, Nixon Peabody (CLE Panelist); Loretta 
Lynch, Hogan & Hartson (CLE Moderator); Ted Wells, Paul 
Weiss (CLE Panelist); James Johnson, Debevoise & Plimpton 
(CLE Panelist); Hon. George Bundy Smith, Chadbourne & 
Parke; Carla Miller, Program Co-Chair; Barry Cozier, Program 
Co-chair
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& Parke LLP) and Cesar A. Perales (Co-Founder, Presi-
dent, and General Counsel, Puerto Rican Legal Defense 
and Education Fund).

Ms. Nia Jackson, a fi rst-year law student at Hofstra 
Law School, was awarded the Commercial Division’s 
Minority Law Student Fellowship. Ms. Jackson received 
her undergraduate degree from Villanova University and 
holds an International M.B.A. from Pepperdine Univer-
sity. Ms. Jackson will spend the summer of 2009 in the 
chambers of Commercial Division Justice Eileen Bransten.

The Section gratefully acknowledges the sponsor-
ship generously provided by the following law fi rms: 
Gold Sponsor: Lowenstein Sandler PC; Silver Sponsors: 
Baker & Hostetler LLP, Cadwalader, Wickersham & Taft 
LLP, Chadbourne & Parke LLP, Fried Frank LLP, Jenner 
& Block LLP, Labaton Sucharow LLP, Patterson Belknap 
Webb & Tyler LLP, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Gar-
rison LLP, Seyfarth Shaw LLP; Bronze Sponsors: Epstein 
Becker & Green, P.C., Hiscock & Barclay LLP, Latham & 
Watkins LLP, Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP, Shalov 
Stone Bonner & Rocco LLP, and Tannenbaum Helpern 
Syracuse & Hirschtritt LLP. Thanks to the support of 
these law fi rms, the Section is able to provide the Smooth 
Moves CLE program and reception at no charge. The Sec-
tion also thanks Ellen Grauer Court Reporting Co. LLC 
for contributing the transcription of the award ceremony 
that will be reprinted in the Fall 2009 issue of NYLitigator. 

Finally, the Section also acknowledges the tireless 
work of the Smooth Moves Planning Committee: Barry A. 
Cozier, Epstein Becker & Green P.C. and Carla M. Miller, 
Universal Music Group, the event’s Co-chairs; Lesley 
Friedman Rosenthal (Section Chair, 2006-07), Zenola 
Harper and Cecelia Gilchriest, all of Lincoln Center for 
the Performing Arts; Tracee Davis, Zeichner Ellman & 
Krause LLP; Susan Davies, Shalov Stone Bonner & Rocco 
LLP; and Hon. George Bundy Smith, Chadbourne & 
Parke LLP.

Professor at Columbia University School of Law and Of 
Counsel to Fulbright & Jaworski LLP. During his presen-
tation, Mr. Shaw stated,

[Elaine] has this life force. And I thank 
God that that life force has been given to 
the cause of human rights, racial and so-
cial justice, [and] to making our country 
better. She is one of the great Americans. 
And George Bundy Smith is one of the 
great Americans. To link them even more 
closely through the presentation of this 
award is a singular honor.

Judge George Bundy Smith also noted at the awards 
presentation,

I am delighted that tonight’s awardee 
is Elaine Jones. She was a legend at the 
Legal Defense Fund. . . . So, I am particu-
larly honored that she is going to accept 
this award this evening. . . . And, again, 
we still have an awful lot of work to do. 
But, as long as we have leadership like 
Elaine Jones gave to America, America is 
in good hands.

In accepting the award, Ms. Jones noted,

[A]ll of the problems of past history of 
social and economic signifi cance fi nd 
their way into the court. And so we, as 
lawyers, help establish the rules. What 
are the guideposts? What is the gateway? 
And, therefore, that is our charge. Our 
public service is critical to us . . . I thank 
you, Judge Smith. I thank you New York 
State Bar, Commercial and Federal Liti-
gation Section, for embracing me. I thank 
all of you for coming out and this show 
of support. And the work goes on. 

The past recipients of the Section’s Pioneer Award 
are Hon. George Bundy Smith of New York (Chadbourne 

From Left: Ted Shaw, Fulbright & Jaworski, Award 
Presenter; Elaine R. Jones, George Bundy Smith 
Pioneer Award Recipient; Hon. George Bundy Smith, 
Chadbourne & Parke

From Left: Hon. Eileen Bransten, New York Supreme 
Court, Commercial Division; Ted Shaw, Fulbright & 
Jaworski, Award Presenter; Elaine R. Jones, George 
Bundy Smith Pioneer Award Recipient; Nia Jackson, 
Minority Law Student Summer Fellowship Recipient; 
Hon. George Bundy Smith, Chadbourne & Parke 
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Judge Judith S. Kaye. The Haig 
Award is presented annually by 
the Section to honor a member 
of the legal profession who has 
rendered distinguished public 
service. This award is named 
in honor of Robert L. Haig, the 
founder of the Commercial 
and Federal Litigation Section 
and our fi rst Section Chair.           
NYSBA President-elect Stephen 
P. Younger introduced Chief 
Judge Lippman who presented 
the award to Chief Judge Kaye. 
Because Chief Judge Kaye has 
been a consistent supporter of 
the Section and its activities, we 

were all privileged to honor her at the Spring Meeting. 

Other highlights of 
the weekend included:

• An Opening Dinner 
in the Great Hall of 
the Baseball Hall 
of Fame. NYSBA 
President Michael 
E. Getnick gave the 
keynote speech, 
which emphasized 
the importance of 
Bar Association 
activities. Dinner 
was followed by 
the stand-up comedy of Paul Eyre of Baker and 
Hostetler LLP, whose routine was called the “Remi-
niscences of an Ex-Managing Partner.” 

The Commercial and Fed-
eral Litigation Section held its 
annual Spring Meeting at the 
Otesaga Resort in Cooperstown, 
New York, on May 1-3, 2009. 
The Spring Meeting attracted 
attorneys and judges from across 
New York State for an outstand-
ing weekend of eight informa-
tive CLE programs, which fea-
tured over 35 different speakers, 
and nightly social and network-
ing events. The weekend was 
organized by Incoming Section 
Chair Vincent J. Syracuse of 
Tannenbaum Helpern Syracuse 
& Hirschtritt LLP. Following last 
year’s success, in partnership with the Young Lawyers 

Section and the help of 
YLS Chair Sherry Levin 
Wallach, the Spring Meet-
ing offered a dual-track 
CLE program: “Track A” 
for experienced litigators 
and “Track B” for young 
lawyers. The “Track B” 
programs were organized 
by Paul D. Sarkozi, also of 
Tannenbaum Helpern. 

The 2009 Spring 
Meeting was an out-of-
the-park home run for the 
Section. The highlight of 

the weekend was the presentation of the 2009 Robert L. 
Haig Award for Distinguished Public Service. Chief Judge 
Jonathan Lippman presented the award to former Chief 

The Commercial and Federal Litigation Section
Goes to the Hall of Fame and Hits a Home Run

Jonathan D. Lupkin, Vincent J. Syracuse, Stephen Younger, 
Hon. Judith S. Kaye, Hon. Jonathan Lippman, Peter Brown, 
Michael E. Getnick

Outgoing Section Chair Peter 
Brown Presenting the Section’s 
Award for Distinguished 
Service to Outgoing Section 
Treasurer Susan Davies

Presentation of Service Award 
to Peter Brown by Incoming 
Chair Vincent J. Syracuse

Section Offi cers for 2009/2010 Jonathan D. Lupkin (Chair-
Elect), David H. Tennant (Vice-Chair), Vincent J. Syracuse 
(Chair), Deborah Kaplan (Secretary), and Paul Sarkozi 
(Treasurer)

Dana V. Syracuse (YLS), Sherry Levin Wallach (YLS), 
Jonathan Lupkin (C&FLS), Hon. Judith S. Kaye, Vincent 
J. Syracuse (C&FLS), Hon. Jonathan Lippman, Philip 
Fortino (YLS)
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service as Chair in 2008/2009, our 
other outgoing offi cers, the former 
Chairs who joined us, and the 
many people who helped make 
our Spring Meeting a success, 
especially our speakers at the eight 
CLE programs that were presented 
during the weekend.

•  Four “Track A” CLE programs:

– “What to Do When the Media 
Calls?”—moderated by the Hon. 
Barbara R. Kapnick with panel-
ists Eric Dash, The New York Times; 
Aaron Lucchetti, The Wall Street 

Journal; Ken Sunshine, Ken Sunshine Consultants, 
Inc.; and Mark C. Zauderer, Flemming Zulack Wil-
liamson Zauderer LLP.

– “Sports Law and Lore”—moderated by Jamie 
B.W. Stecher, Tannenbaum Helpern Syracuse & 
Hirschtritt LLP; with Dan Halem, Senior VP, Gen-
eral Counsel—Labor, Offi ce of the Commissioner of 

Baseball; Jeffrey L. Kessler, Dewey & LeBoeuf LLP; 
Bradley I. Ruskin, Proskauer Rose LLP; and David 
W. Sussman, Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and 
Flom LLP.

– “Strategies for Protecting Sports, Music and Publi-
cation Content on the Internet: Litigating Against 

Domestic and Foreign Content 
Pirates”—moderated by Peter J. Piz-
zi, Connell Foley LLP; with panelists 
John Curran, Stroz Friedberg; Joseph 
DeMarco, DeVore & DeMarco LLP; 
Lance R. Griffi n, Executive Counsel, 
Corporate Legal, the Walt Disney 
Company; and Michael J. Mellis, 
Senior Vice President and General 
Counsel, MLB Advanced Media, L.P.

– “Ethical Issues in the Investiga-
tion of a Lawsuit, Part 2”—moder-
ated by Anthony J. Harwood and 
James M. Wicks, Farrell Fritz PC; 

• Former Chief Judge Judith 
S. Kaye’s presentation of the 
Section’s 2009 Award for Ex-
cellence in Commercial Brief 
Writing to Garrett B. Moritz 
of Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & 
Katz. The competition was 
judged by Hon. Andrew J. 
Peck, James D. Yellen and 
Jonathan D. Lupkin and was 
open to all Section members 
who fi led briefs or memoran-
da of law of up to 25 pages 
in commercial litigation dur-
ing 2008/2009, in either New 
York State or federal courts.

• Seven innings of “Who’s on First—What’s on 
Second”-style softball at the Clark Sports Center on 
a beautiful spring Saturday afternoon. The game 

marked the 
debut of 
the Com-
mercials, 
managed 
by OCA’s 
Special 
Counsel to 
the Com-
mercial 
Division, 
Jeremy R. 
Feinberg, 
and the 
Federals, 
managed 
by Tan-
nenbaum 

Helpern’s Jamie B.W. Stecher. By special order 
of various judges who were asked to oversee the 
competition and guarantee that our Section would 
not pose any threat to Major League Baseball, the 
outcome of the game has been placed under seal.

• The Section’s “All Star” Gala 
Dinner, featuring more than 
180 judges, lawyers, spouses, 
and guests. During the din-
ner, welcoming remarks were 
made by outgoing Chair Peter 
Brown, who also presented the 
2009 Chair’s Award for Distin-
guished Service to the Section 
to Susan M. Davies, retiring 
Section Treasurer. Incoming 
Chair Vincent J. Syracuse out-
lined his plans for 2009/2010 
and expressed the Section’s 
thanks to Peter Brown for his 

CLE Track A—”Ethical Issues in the Investigation 
of a Lawsuit, Part 2”—Jeremy R. Feinberg, James 
M. Wicks, Benton Campbell, Richard Marc Plansky, 
Prof. Edward D. Cavanagh

CLE Track A—”Sports Law and Lore”—David W. 
Sussman, Bradley I. Ruskin, Jamie B.W. Stecher, 
Jeffrey Kessler, Dan Halem

Presentation of Robert L. Haig Award for 
Distinguished Public Service to Former 
Chief Judge Judith S. Kaye by Chief Judge 
Jonathan Lippman and Robert L. Haig

Presentation of the 2009 Brief Writing Award 
to Garrett Moritz of the Wachtell Lipton team
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and Melinda H. Waterhouse, DLA 
Piper LLP (US). 

–  “E-Discovery: What Every Ju-
nior Lawyer Needs to Know About 
Litigation Holds and Gathering, 
Reviewing and Producing Electronic 
Documents,” presented by Colleen 
Voshell, FTI Consulting, Inc.; Erika J. 
Duthiers, Nixon Peabody LLP; and 
Patrick G. Radel, Getnick Livingston 
Atkinson & Priore, LLP.

The Section appreciates the sup-
port of former chairs Robert L. Haig, Mark C. Zauderer, 
Lauren J. Wachtler, Stephen P. Younger, and Carrie H. Co-
hen, who joined us and helped make the weekend a suc-
cess. The Section thanks Hudson Reporting for transcrib-
ing several of the CLE presentations as well as the Friday 
and Saturday evening after-dinner speeches. Thanks to 
Hudson, 
those of you 
who were 
unable to 
be with us 
in Cooper-
stown will 
be able to 
read about 
the weekend 
programs 
and events 
in the NY 
Litigator. The Section further thanks Flemming Zulack 
Williamson Zauderer for its sponsorship of the Saturday 
evening dinner, the Forensic CPA Council for its spon-
sorship of the Saturday evening cocktail reception, and 
Forensics Consulting Solutions for its sponsorship of 
the Saturday morning breakfast. Most importantly, the 
success of the Spring Meeting was the direct result of the 

hard work and dedica-
tion of Lori Nicoll and her 
team at the NYSBA. Brava, 
Lori! 

Plans are already 
being made for the 2010 
Spring Meeting, which 
will take place at The 
Sagamore in Lake George 
on May 21–23, 2010. Please 
save the date and get 
ready for another exciting 
weekend.

with Benton Campbell, U.S. 
Attorney, Eastern District of 
New York; Professor Edward 
D. Cavanagh, St. John’s Uni-
versity School of Law, Queens; 
Jeremy R. Feinberg, NYS Uni-
fi ed Court System, Statewide 
Special Counsel for Ethics and 
the Commercial Division; and 
Richard Marc Plansky, Kroll 
Associates, Inc.

• Four “Track B” CLE programs:

– “What to Do When the Prosecutor Calls: Practi-
cal Criminal Defense Tips for the Junior Lawyer,” 
presented by Jonathan S. Abernethy, Fulbright & 
Jaworski; Michael C. Miller, Steptoe & Johnson 
LLP; and Sherry Levin Wallach, Wallach & Rendo 
LLP.

– “Trying 
Your First 
Non-Jury 
Case and 
Preserving 
Issues for 
Appeal: 
The Me-
chanics for 
Success”—
moderated 
by Dana V. 
Syracuse, 
Hartman 
& Craven 
LLP; with 
the Hon. 

Karla Moskowitz, Associate Justice, Appellate 
Division, First Department; Robert N. Holtzman, 
Kramer Levin Naf-
talis & Frankel LLP; 
and Jonathan D. 
Lupkin, Flemming 
Zulack Williamson 
Zauderer.

– “Beyond the MPRE: 
Real Life Ethics for 
the New Business 
Lawyer,” presented 
by Hon. John M. 
Curran, Supreme 
Court, Erie County; 
Jeremy R. Feinberg; 
David A. Lewis, 
Proskauer Rose LLP; 

CLE Track B—”Trying Your First Non-Jury 
Case and Preserving Issues for Appeal: The 
Mechanics for Success”—Jonathan D. Lupkin, 
Dana V. Syracuse, Justice Karla Moskowitz, 
Robert H. Holtzman

Anthony Harwood, Dana V. Syracuse, Paul D. 
Sarkozi, Susan M. Davies

The Commercials vs. The Federals

Taking a Break During CLE
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Litigation Section. As in prior years, briefs and memo-
randa of law of up to 25 pages that had been fi led in New 
York State or federal courts during the prior calendar year 
were eligible for consideration. The entries were judged 
by U.S. Magistrate Judge Andrew J. Peck, Jonathan D. 
Lupkin, and James P. Yellen. The competition was coordi-
nated by Susan M. Davies.

The Section congratulates the Wachtell Lipton team 
on being the 2009 winners, and expresses its thanks to 
the competition judges and to everyone who entered the 
competition.

A copy of the Wachtell Lipton’s team’s Award-win-
ning brief is available on the Section’s Web site at www.
nysba.org/comfed. 

At the Spring Meeting in Cooperstown, New York, 
on May 2, 2009, the Honorable Judith S. Kaye announced 
Marc Wolinsky, Peter C. Hein, Ian Boczko, Garrett B. 
Moritz, Catherine Hardee, Carrie M. Reilly, and Jennifer 
R. Galeon of Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz as the win-
ners of the Section’s 2009 Award for Excellence in Com-
mercial Brief Writing. The Wachtell Lipton team received 
the award for its  Memorandum of Law in Support of 
Motion for Summary Judgment fi led on June 13, 2008, on 
behalf of Defendant JPMorgan Chase & Co. in In re Bear 
Stearns Litigation, a New York County Commercial Divi-
sion case assigned to Justice Herman Cahn. 

This year, submissions for the Brief Writing Award 
competition were accepted from members of the Young 
Lawyers Section as well as the Commercial and Federal 

Wachtell Lipton Team Wins Section’s
2009 Brief Writing Award

Garrett B. Moritz, who accepted the 2009 Award for 
Excellence in Commercial Brief Writing on behalf 
of the team from Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz, is 
pictured (second from left) with Vincent J. Syracuse, 
Hon. Judith S. Kaye, and Susan M. Davies.
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CPLR § Chapter (§) Change Eff. Date

1101(f) 56(17) Extends sunset until Sept. 1, 2011 4/7/09

5205(l), (o) 24(1), 24(2)
Eliminates exemptions in CPLR 5205(l)-(n) where NYS or a 
municipality is the judgment creditor or where debt is for child 
support or maintenance

5/4/09

5222(k) 24(3)
Eliminates exemptions in CPLR 5222(h)-(j) where NYS or a 
municipality is the judgment creditor or where debt is for child 
support or maintenance

5/4/09

5222-a(a),      
(b)(1), (b)(2), 
(c)(1), (c)(4)

24(4), 24(5), 
24(6) Eliminates support collection units 5/4/09

5222-a(i) 24(7)
Provides that CPLR 5222-a does not apply where NYS or a 
municipality is the judgment creditor or where debt is for child 
support or maintenance

5/4/09

5230(a) 24(8) Exempts execution notices where NYS or a municipality is the 
judgment creditor or where debt is for child support or maintenance 5/4/09

5232(e) 24(9) Adds to preservation clause restraint, removal, and execution required 
to enforce a child support or maintenance obligation 5/4/09

5232(h) 24(10)
Eliminates exemptions in CPLR 5232(e)-(g) where NYS or a 
municipality is the judgment creditor or where debt is for child 
support or maintenance

5/4/09

5241(b)(2)(l) 215(11) Corrects cross-references to Fam. Ct. Act and Dom. Rel. Law 10/9/09

5241(h) 215(12) Modifi es priority of deductions 10/9/09

CPLR Amendments: 2009 Legislative Session
(Chapters 1-14, 16-217)

Save the Dates
January 27, 2010

Commercial and Federal Litigation Section
Annual Meeting

Hilton New York • New York City

May 21–23, 2010
Commercial and Federal Litigation Section

Spring Meeting
The Sagamore Resort • Lake George , NY
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22  N.Y.C.R.R.  § Court Subject (Change)

202.12(c)(3) Sup. Adds establishment of method and scope of electronic discovery to matters to 
be considered at preliminary conference

202.12(l) Sup. Deletes proviso that requests for CPLR 3407 preliminary conferences need not 
be accompanied by § 202.12(a) good-faith affi rmations

202.70(a) Sup. Increases monetary threshold of Commercial Division in New York County to 
$150,000 and in Nassau County to $100,000

Parts 691, 700 2d Dep’t Changes cross-references from Code of Professional Responsibility to Rules of 
Professional Conduct

700.4 2d Dep’t Gender-neutralizes the rule on Obligations of Attorneys

Part 1200 All Replaces Code of Professional Responsibility with Rules of Professional 
Conduct

Note that the court rules published on the Offi ce of Court Administration’s Web site include up-to-date amendments to 
those rules:  http://www.nycourts.gov/rules/trialcourts/index.shtml.

2009 Amendments to the Uniform Rules for Supreme and 
County Courts, Rules Governing Appeals, and Certain 
Other Rules of Interest to Civil Litigators
(N.Y. Orders 1-13 of 2009)

NYLitigator Invites Submissions

www.nysba.org/NYLitigator

The NYLitigator welcomes submissions on topics of interest to members of the Section. An article in 
NYLitigator is a great way to get your name out in the legal community and advertise your knowledge. 
Our authors are respected statewide for their legal expertise in such areas as ADR, settlements, deposi-
tions, discovery, and corporate liability. MCLE credit may also be earned for legal-based writing direct-
ed to an attorney audience upon application to the CLE Board.

If you have written an article and would like to have it considered for publication in the NYLitigator, 
please send it in electronic document format (pdfs are NOT acceptable), along with biographical infor-
mation to its Editor:

David J. Fioccola, Esq.
Morrison & Foerster

1290 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10104

(212) 336-4069
dfi occola@mofo.com

Authors’ Guidelines are available on the Section’s Web site: www.nysba.org\comfed.
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Catch Us on the Web at
WWW.NYSBA.ORG/COMFED

March 10, 2009
Guest speaker Simeon H. Baum, Chair 

of the NYSBA Dispute Resolution Sec-
tion, engaged the Section in an interactive 
discussion of various models of dispute 
resolution, including the merits of joint 
sessions versus caucus. Mr. Baum also 
distributed two reports by the Dispute 
Resolution Section, one regarding 
the Arbitration Fairness Act and one 
concerning arbitration discovery in 
domestic commercial cases. 

The Executive Committee dis-
cussed plans for the “Smooth Moves” program and the 
Spring Meeting.

April 7, 2009
Guest Speaker the Honorable Justice Herman Cahn, 

recently retired Justice of the Supreme Court, Commercial 
Division, New York County, discussed various issues af-
fecting the Commercial Division, including adjusting judi-
cial salaries and continuing the New York State Supreme 
Court Commercial Division’s judicial internship program. 
Justice Cahn posited mediation as a valuable tool, and 
the Executive Committee discussed the merits of various 
methods of mediation, as well as which types of cases 
ought to be heard by the Commercial Division. 

The Executive Committee discussed upcoming Sec-
tion events and programs and the possible fi ling of an am-
icus brief in a case certifi ed to the New York State Court 
of Appeals involving the issue of whether, as a matter of 
law, a party commits champerty when, as the holder of a 
defaulted debt obligation, it acquires the right to pursue 
a lawsuit against a third party in order to collect more 
damages through that litigation than it had demanded in 
settlement from the assignor.

December 9, 2008
Guest speaker the Hon. Ira B. 

Warshawsky, Justice of the Supreme 
Court, Commercial Division, Nassau 
County, shared with the Section his 
thoughts on current trends in litiga-
tion, from electronic discovery to sum-
mary judgment motions, articulated 
several of his own personal preferences 
with respect to litigations and trials, and 
suggested cost-saving measures of which 
parties might avail themselves, such as 
sharing litigation databases. 

The Executive Committee received a 
report of the Committee on Class Action on the differ-
ences in the circuits’ approaches to satisfying Rule 23’s 
class certifi cation requirements. The Executive Committee 
approved the Committee on Federal Procedure’s reports 
on the Advisory Committee on Civil Rules’ proposed 
changes to Fed. R. Civ. P. 26 and 56.

February 10, 2009
Guest speaker John W. Moscow, Partner, Baker & 

Hostetler LLP, shared with the Executive Committee his 
experience at the New York County District Attorney’s 
Offi ce investigating and prosecuting the Bank of Credit 
and Commerce International (BCCI) for its role in one 
of the largest “Ponzi schemes” in history. He provided 
a historical overview of both the origin of BCCI and the 
Government’s investigation of BCCI.

The Executive Committee discussed a draft report of 
the NYSBA Task Force on Privacy. The Executive Com-
mittee also discussed plans for upcoming Section events 
and programs.

Notes of the Section’s Executive Committee Meetings
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Section Committees and Chairs
ADR
Carroll E. Neesemann
Morrison & Foerster LLP
1290 Avenue Of The Americas
New York, NY 10104-0012
cneesemann@mofo.com

Antitrust
Jay L. Himes
Labaton Sucharow LLP
140 Broadway
New York, NY 10005
jhimes@labaton.com

Hollis L. Salzman
Labaton Sucharow LLP
140 Broadway, 34th Fl.
New York, NY 10005
hsalzman@labaton.com

Appellate Practice
David H. Tennant
Nixon Peabody LLP
1100 Clinton Square
Rochester, NY 14604-1792
dtennant@nixonpeabody.com

Melissa A. Crane
Appellate Division - First Department
27 Madison Avenue, Room 320
New York, NY 10010
macrane@courts.state.ny.us

Bankruptcy Litigation
Douglas T. Tabachnik
Law Offi ces of Douglas T. Tabachnik, PC
63 West Main Street, Su. C
Freehold, NJ 07728
dtabachnik@dttlaw.com

Civil Practice Law and Rules
James Michael Bergin
Morrison & Foerster LLP
1290 Avenue Of The Americas
New York, NY 10104
jbergin@mofo.com

Thomas C. Bivona
Milbank Tweed Hadley McCloy LLP
One Chase Manhattan Plaza, 45th Fl.
New York, NY 10005
tbivona@milbank.com

Civil Prosecution
Richard J. Dircks
Getnick & Getnick
620 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10020
rdircks@getnicklaw.com

Neil V. Getnick
Getnick & Getnick
620 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10020
ngetnick@getnicklaw.com

Class Action
Ira A. Schochet
Labaton Sucharow LLP
140 Broadway, 34th Fl.
New York, NY 10005
ischochet@labaton.com

Commercial Division
Mitchell J. Katz
Menter, Rudin & Trivelpiece, P.C.
308 Maltbie Street, Su. 200
Syracuse, NY 13204
mkatz@menterlaw.com

Paul D. Sarkozi
Tannenbaum Helpern Syracuse
& Hirschtritt LLP
900 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022
sarkozi@thshlaw.com

Commercial Division Law Report
Paul D. Sarkozi
Tannenbaum Helpern Syracuse
& Hirschtritt LLP
900 Third Avenue
New York, NY 10022
sarkozi@thshlaw.com

Jonathan D. Lupkin
Flemming Zulack Williamson
Zauderer LLP
One Liberty Plaza, 35th Fl.
New York, NY 10006
jlupkin@fzwz.com

Complex Civil Litigation
Edward A. White
Hartman & Craven LLP
488 Madison Avenue, 16th Fl.
New York, NY 10022
ewhite@hartmancraven.com

Corporate Litigation Counsel
Jamie E. Stern
ING
230 Park Avenue, 15th Fl.
New York, NY 10169

Carla M. Miller
Universal Music Group
1755 Broadway, 4th Fl.
New York, NY 10019
carla.miller@umusic.com

Creditors’ Rights and Banking Litigation
S. Robert Schrager
Hodgson Russ LLP
60 East 42nd Street, 37th Fl.
New York, NY 10165
rschrager@hodgsonruss.com

Michael Luskin
Hughes Hubbard & Reed, LLP
1 Battery Park Plaza, 17th Fl.
New York, NY 10004
luskin@hugheshubbard.com

Diversity
Tracee E. Davis
Zeichner Ellman & Krause LLP
575 Lexington Avenue
New York, NY 10022
tdavis@zeklaw.com

Electronic Discovery
Constance M. Boland
Nixon Peabody LLP
437 Madison Avenue, 23rd Fl.
New York, NY 10022
cboland@nixonpeabody.com

Adam I. Cohen
FTI Consulting, Inc.
3 Times Square
New York, NY 10036
adam.cohen@fticonsulting.com

Employment and Labor Relations
Gerald T. Hathaway
Littler Mendelson P.C.
900 3rd Avenue, 8th Fl.
New York, NY 10022
ghathaway@littler.com

Edward Hernstadt
Hernstadt Atlas LLP
11 Broadway, Su. 615
New York, NY 10004
ed@heatlaw.com

Ethics and Professionalism
James M. Wicks
Farrell Fritz PC
1320 RexCorp Plaza
Uniondale, NY 11556
jwicks@farrellfritz.com

Anthony J. Harwood
18 Vanderburgh Avenue
Larchmont, NY 10538
teewood2000@aol.com
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Evidence
Lauren J. Wachtler
Mitchell Silberberg & Knupp LLP
Tower 49, 12 East 49th St., 30th Fl.
New York, NY 10017
ljw@msk.com

Michael Gerard
Morrison & Foerster LLP
1290 Avenue of the Americas
New York, NY 10104
mgerard@mofo.com

Federal Judiciary
John D. Winter
Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler
1133 Avenue of the Americas, Su. 3500
New York, NY 10036
jwinter@pbwt.com

Jay G. Safer
Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP
885 Third Avenue, 26th Fl.
New York, NY 10022
jsafer@lockelord.com

Federal Procedure
Gregory K. Arenson
Kaplan Fox & Kilsheimer LLP
850 Third Avenue, Su. 1400
New York, NY 10022
garenson@kaplanfox.com

International Litigation
Ted G. Semaya
Eaton & Van Winkle LLP
Three Park Avenue, 16th Fl.
New York, NY 10016
tsemaya@evw.com

Immigration Litigation
Clarence Smith Jr.
Law Offi ce of Clarence Smith Jr.
305 Broadway, Su. 806
New York, NY 10007
smithjr.clarence@gmail.com

Michael D. Patrick
Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & Loewy LLP
7 Hanover Square, 10th Fl.
New York, NY 10004
mpatrick@fragomen.com

Internet and Intellectual Property 
Litigation
Joseph V. DeMarco
DeVore & DeMarco, LLP
99 Park Avenue, 16th Fl.
New York, NY 10016
jvd@devoredemarco.com

Peter J. Pizzi
Connell Foley LLP
85 Livingston Avenue
Roseland, NJ 07068
ppizzi@connellfoley.com

Oren J. Warshavsky
Baker & Hostetler LLP
45 Rockefeller Plaza
New York, NY 10111
owarshavsky@bakerlaw.com

Membership
Peter Andrew Mahler
Farrell Fritz PC
370 Lexington Avenue, Room 500
New York, NY 10017
pmahler@farrellfritz.com

Edwin M. Baum
Proskauer Rose LLP
1585 Broadway
New York, NY 10036
ebaum@proskauer.com

Nominations
Melanie L. Cyganowski
Otterbourg, Steindler, Houston & Rosen
230 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10169
mcyganowski@oshr.com

Pro Bono and Public Interest
Robert L. Becker
Raff & Becker, LLP
470 Park Avenue South
3rd Fl. North
New York, NY 10016
beckerr@raffbecker.com

Real Estate and Construction Litigation
David Rosenberg
Marcus Rosenberg & Diamond LLP
488 Madison Avenue, 17th Fl.
New York, NY 10022
dr@realtylaw.org

Robert L. Sweeney
Whiteman Osterman & Hanna LLP
99 Washington Avenue, 19th Fl.
Albany, NY 12210
rsweeney@woh.com

Edward Henderson
Kilpatrick Stockton LLP
31 West 52nd Street
New York, NY 10019
ehenderson@kilpatrickstockton.com

Securities Litigation and Arbitration
James D. Yellen
Yellen Arbitration and Mediation Services
156 East 79th Street, Su. 1C
New York, NY 10021-0435
jamesyellen@yahoo.com

Jonathan L. Hochman II
Schindler Cohen & Hochman LLP
100 Wall Street, 15th Fl.
New York, NY 10005
jhochman@schlaw.com

State Court Counsel
Kathy M. Kass
Law Department, Supreme Court
60 Centre Street
New York, NY 10007
kkass@courts.state.ny.us

Deborah E. Edelman
30 West 63rd Street
New York, NY 10023
dedelman@courts.state.ny.us

State Judiciary
Charles E. Dorkey III
McKenna Long & Aldridge LLP
230 Park Avenue, 17th Fl.
New York, NY 10169
cdorkey@mckennalong.com

White Collar Criminal Litigation
Joanna Calne Hendon
Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
222 Broadway, 16th Fl.
New York, NY 10038
joanna_hendon@ml.com

Evan T. Barr
Steptoe & Johnson LLP
750 Seventh Avenue, Su. 1900
New York, NY 10019
ebarr@steptoe.com

Task Force on the State of Our 
Courthouses
Melanie L. Cyganowski
Otterbourg, Steindler, Houston & Rosen
230 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10169-0075
mcyganowski@oshr.com

Sharon M. Porcellio
Ward Norris Heller & Reidy LLP
300 State Street
Rochester, NY 14614-1020
smp@wnhr.com

Gregory K. Arenson
Kaplan Fox & Kilsheimer LLP
850 Third Avenue, Su. 1400
New York, NY 10022-7237
garenson@kaplanfox.com
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