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Message from the Chair
Thanks to our active and
passionate membership, 201516 has been a terrific year for
the Dispute Resolution Section.
We had the highest attendance
ever at our Annual Meeting on
January 29, 2016 (Rona Shamoon and Lela Love, Co-Chairs)
and Fall Meeting on October
30, 2015 (Abigail Pessen and
Theo Cheng, Co-Chairs). At
the Fall Meeting, we were honored to have Honorable Judith
David C. Singer
Kaye speak on one of the panels, shortly before she passed away in January 2016.
The Section presented its annual three day intensive
training programs on arbitration in June (led by Charlie Moxley) and mediation in March (taught by Simeon
Baum and Steve Hochman), which were both excellent
and well attended. For the first time, a second intensive
mediation training is scheduled for September 2016. Our
Annual Diversity Program was held on April 12, 2016,
with excellent panels that addressed the important challenge of increasing diversity within the dispute resolution
bar, both as advocates and neutrals.
In order to expand its reach throughout New York
State, the Section presented a program in Albany, entitled
“Saving ADR—Maximizing Efficiency and Economy in
Arbitration” (Paul Jureller, Chair); and Suffolk/Nassau
Counties, entitled “Making the Most of Commercial and
Real Estate ADR: Representing Your Clients in Arbitration and Mediation” (David Abeshouse and Erica Garay,

Co-Chairs). Two presentations, entitled “Valuable Tools in
Avoiding and Resolving Employment Related Disputes”
and “Resolving Disputes through Arbitration and Mediation,” respectively, were made to the New York State
Council of Industry (Manufacturers Association of the
Hudson Valley) in Newburgh and New Paltz (Carolyn
Hansen and David Singer). All programs were highly successful and appreciated by those who attended.
The Section also created, developed and hosted its
first law school arbitration competition, which took place
in November 2015 and attracted 14 law school teams from
throughout New York State and New Jersey that participated in the two-day arbitration competition (organized
and run by John Wilkinson, Ross Kartez, Liz Shampnoi,
Richard Mattiaccio, Rona Shamoon). The program was
a tremendous success. The program will continue on an
annual basis. The next competition will take place on November 18-19, 2016 and will be named the second annual
“Judith S. Kaye Arbitration Competition.”
The Section, determined to honor the memory of Judith Kaye in other ways, created a special edition of the
New York Dispute Resolution Lawyer in her honor, which
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was published in April 2016. The Section also established
two scholarships—one for mediation training and one
for arbitration training. A primary objective is to promote
women and minorities for the scholarships, in recognition
of Judge Kaye’s transformative role as the first female
judge and Chief Judge of the New York Court of Appeals
and passionate advocacy for achieving greater diversity
in the legal profession. The scholarships will include free
registration for the Section’s annual mediation training or
arbitration training, as well as a free membership in the
Section and access to its programs for one year.
Various committees of the Section engaged in important projects this year. The Arbitration Committee generated a wonderful new pamphlet—An Arbitration Primer
for Litigators—which was published and is being disseminated to thousands. The International Committee created
an updated brochure, Choose New York for International Arbitration, which is being distributed to thousands as well.
The Legislation Committee has analyzed and commented
on proposed legislation in the New York State Senate and
Assembly that potentially would regulate and limit the
use of arbitration in New York. The ADR within Governmental Agencies Committee is working on a directory
of dispute resolution programs in the administrative
agencies of New York State. The ADR in the Courts Committee is researching the use of court-annexed arbitration
in New York State courts. The Mediation Committee is
creating a videotape for use in court-annexed mediation
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programs throughout the federal and state courts of New
York.
Various Section committees held meetings throughout the year. For example, the Negotiation Committee
sponsored a well-attended presentation by Dr. Henry
Weinstein, a noted attorney and psychiatrist who deals
with issues relating to the subconscious mind and unconscious bias. The Ethical Issues and Ethical Standards
Committee held a successful program with Stephen Gillers, a professor of ethics at NYU School of Law.
The Section’s “Proposal for Court-Annexed Voluntary
Mediation in the Civil Courts of New York State” was adopted by the Executive Committee of the New York State
Bar Association. President David Miranda sent a letter to
the New York State Office of Court Administration with
the recommendation that the Proposal be adopted as a
new court rule.
The Dispute Resolution Section provides a wonderful opportunity for people to meet, support each other,
learn together and advance causes that increase access to
justice through the use of dispute resolution processes.
We have accomplished much, and there is much more
that can be done. It has been an honor to serve as Chair of
the Section, and I look forward to the Section’s continued
success.
David C. Singer
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