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Message from the Chair
The most significant occurrence in New York this year
with respect to dispute resolution was the exciting opening
of the New York International
Arbitration Center (“NYIAC”)
in New York City. I am proud
to say that working in conjunction with Judith Kaye, our
Section played a leading role
in helping NYIAC become a
reality.

der) to Sherman Kahn, Richard Mattiaccio, Rona Shamoon
and Edna Sussman and to the NYSBA International Section. The physical space was graciously made available on
a sublet basis by the American Arbitration Association as
it moved into its new offices midtown. We look forward
to working with NYIAC in developing its relationships
with all of the New York-based providers of arbitration
services, including the AAA, ICDR, ICC, CPR and JAMS,
as well as institutional providers from other jurisdictions.

John Wilkinson

NYIAC is a nonprofit
organization whose purpose is to promote the conduct
of international arbitration in New York. Among other
things: (i) it offers world class hearing rooms, breakout
rooms and state of the art technology for international
arbitrations and mediations of any size; (ii) it develops
programs and materials which underscore the reasons
why New York is the ideal site for international arbitration; and (iii) it sponsors and organizes important dialogue, discussion and constructive debate directed to
international arbitration in New York.
New York has always been a prime site for international arbitration. Recently, however, New York’s position
has been challenged by highly competitive efforts in foreign countries to attract international arbitration by building physical arbitration facilities. With the opening of
NYIAC, New York has once again leaped to the front of
the pack as the premier site for international arbitration.
Our Section worked long and hard against difficult
odds to help bring NYIAC into existence. Many of us
were involved, but special credits go (in alphabetical or-

Now that NYIAC is open and operating, our Section
continues to play an instrumental role. Three members of
our Executive Committee, including Richard Silberberg,
serve on the NYIAC Board; Edna Sussman is Vice Chair/
Director of NYIAC and serves with Judith Kaye as CoChair of the Search Committee; and Richard Mattiaccio is
Chair of the Contracts Committee.
Much of our Section’s focus will continue to be on
NYIAC, and we expect a mutually beneficial relationship
for many years to come. On June 20 of this year, for example, our Executive Committee unanimously approved
an unprecedented gift of $30,000 to NYIAC. That gift from
our Section has been approved by the Finance Committee and the Executive Committee of the NYSBA. And on
(continued on page 5)
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Message from the Chair (continued from page 1)
the same day it made the gift to NYIAC, our Executive
Committee also approved a new standing committee (the
International Dispute Resolution Committee), which will
be taking on a number of important projects, one of which
will be to work as closely as possible with NYIAC in
many different areas. That Committee will be co-chaired
by Richard Mattiaccio and John Fellas.1
While NYIAC has certainly been front and center
for our Section for some time, our wonderful committees have been hard at work in many other areas. I can’t
possibly mention all such committees or all such projects
in this limited space, but set forth below are some of the
highlights.
The ADR in the Courts Committee (co-chaired by
Steve Hochman and Bob Rubin) has devoted great effort
to establishing and improving court-annexed mediation
programs in New York’s State and Federal courts. It has
developed strong lines of communication with highranking people in the court system who are in a position
to approve and implement important recommendations
of the Committee. The Committee has worked effectively
to increase the number of cases sent to mediation by the
courts and to educate members of the bar and judiciary as
to the advantages of mediation and other ADR processes.
The Arbitration Committee (co-chaired by Abigail
Pessen and Jim Rhodes) has sponsored many wonderful
CLE programs designed to dispel negative myths about
arbitration and to educate advocates and arbitrators
about how to increase the efficiency and cost effectiveness of the arbitration process. In addition, the Committee
has drafted Guidelines for the Efficient Conduct of both
Domestic and International Arbitration in the Pre-Hearing
Phase. Both of these sets of Guidelines were adopted by
the NYSBA’s House of Delegates and, thus, have become
statements of policy of the NYSBA. In addition, the Committee (under the leadership of John Fellas) developed
a wonderful, eye-catching booklet on Why Choose New
York for International Arbitration. These booklets have been
widely distributed around the world to a point where
we are just about ready for a minor update and a second
printing.
At its monthly meetings, the Mediation Committee
(co-chaired by David Singer and Irene Warshauer) has featured excellent speakers with diverse mediation expertise
who have led discussions which were always interesting
and sometimes contentious in the best sense. The Committee also issued an important report on Accreditation
of Mediators, and most recently, it worked with the ADR
in the Courts Committee to issue “Recommendations for
the Adoption of Court-Annexed Mediation Throughout
the Courts of New York State.” We anticipate that these
Recommendations will mark a major step forward in
establishing court-mandated mediation throughout the
New York court system.

In June of this year, we formed a Trusts & Estates
Subcommittee of the Mediation Committee. While the
Section does not normally create practice-specific subcommittees, the need to depart from that rule of thumb
became apparent last year when Leona Beane organized
and implemented a robustly attended and highly acclaimed program on Trusts & Estates Mediation. Based on
interviews with attendees and other input, we believe that
Leona’s subcommittee will generate a significant number
of new members of our Section and will play a pivotal
overall role in the Section going forward.
The Diversity Committee (co-chaired by Alfreida
Kenny and Carolyn Hansen) has worked tirelessly to
increase diversity throughout the dispute resolution community in New York State. In furtherance of this goal, it
reached out to and worked with minority bar associations to implement major, highly attended programs to
promote diversity in the dispute resolution field. Among
other things, the Committee has succeeded in greatly
increasing diversity in our Section, both as to members, as
well as officers, co-chairs and members of the Executive
Committee. I’m proud to say that all this hard work was
recently recognized when the NYSBA named our Section
“2013 Diversity Challenge, Section Diversity Champion.”
In addition to the current chairs, Dan Kolb and Rick Weil
deserve great credit for the stunning success of the Diversity Committee.
The Legislation Committee (co-chaired by Kathleen
Scanlon and Geraldine Reed Brown) has repeatedly and
effectively voiced opposition to bills in the New York
legislature that would be contrary to the interests of the
dispute resolution community. So far, no bill the Committee has opposed has been enacted into law.
The Education Committee (chaired by Jackie Nolan
Haley of Fordham Law School) has worked long hours
to expand the teaching of arbitration and mediation in
New York law schools. Clearly, if the teaching of ADR
is increased, the use of ADR by practicing attorneys
will increase commensurately. This year, the Committee authored a widely acclaimed paper stating reasons
why state bar exam questions related to ADR should be
expanded and directed solely to ADR.
The CLE Committee (co-chaired by Gail Davis and
Elizabeth Shampnoi) again organized and implemented
wonderful fall and annual meetings which were heavily
attended and featured carefully selected programs in areas of immediate interest to the ADR community. Among
many other things, the co-chairs get great credit for the
diversity of attendees and panelists and for reaching out
to upstate New York in connection with planning their
panels of experts. In addition, the Section planned and
implemented a wonderful program in Buffalo this year.
It was enthusiastically embraced by upstate New York
and was a great success in terms of attendance, topics of
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great interest and quality of panelists. Rona Shamoon
and Marc Goldstein get much credit for conceiving and
implementing this effort.
The Section also held two large and well attended
Section meetings consisting of a five-day mediation
training program (headed by Simeon Baum and Steve
Hochman) and a three-day arbitration training program
(headed by Charlie Moxley and Edna Sussman). The
feedback on these programs was just “through the roof.”
Special thanks to Simeon, Steve, Charlie and Edna for all
they did to make these Section meetings possible and so
highly successful.
The Website Committee (co-chaired by Leona Beane
and Alexander Walden) holds great promise for the
coming year. Alexander is an associate at Bryan Cave
and is truly a website expert. We are so excited about
Alexander’s commitment (along with Leona’s) to bring
real improvement to the Section’s website this year. On a
related topic, Gerry Krauss (our Blogmaster) has created
a blog for the Section which is simply beyond compare.
You can get there by going to the NYSBA’s website and
clicking on “blogs” on the left hand side of the page. We
encourage everyone to visit our blog because if you do
so, you will be in for a real treat.
The New Lawyers and Students Committee (chaired
by Asari Aniagolu and Ross Kartez) is one of our most
energetic, motivated committees. Last year, it organized
and implemented a hugely attended reception for New
York law students at which the students networked with
Section members and then heard presentations from
Section members about a career in dispute resolution.
Currently, the Committee is planning a unique and interesting type of arbitration competition which will be a
two day event and will feature teams from most if not all
of the law schools in New York State.
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The Section’s future health and vitality rests totally
in the hands of the Membership Committee, co-chaired
by Rick Weil, Rich Silberberg and Eridania Perez. There
is no question that our membership numbers have been
challenged during the sluggish economy of the past four
years. In response, the Membership Committee has developed a marketing plan for the Section which would be the
envy of any Fortune 500 company. And happily, this effort
is resulting in some recent success. Much remains to be
done, however, in implementing this plan and in taking
other steps to increase membership. This will be one of
the Section’s highest priorities in the coming year.
The Publications Committee is co-chaired by Edna
Sussman and Laura Kaster and due to the immense
amount of work involved, we just added Sherman Kahn
as a third co-chair and Rona Shamoon as an editor for the
coming year. Nothing need be said here about the Section’s publications because you are at the start of one of
them right now and if you just spend some time turning pages and digesting the wonderful content, you will
quickly see that the Publications Committee generates
first rate articles on cutting edge topics and is one of the
prime reasons for the interest of so many in our Section.
****
Well, that’s about it for now. Thanks to the great
efforts of so many, we are looking forward to a most exciting year at the Dispute Resolution Section.
John Wilkinson

Endnote
1.

When we formed the International Dispute Resolution Committee,
we also created an International Mediation Subcommittee of the
International Dispute Resolution Committee and the Mediation
Committee. That subcommittee will be chaired by Carolyn
Hansen.
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