Message from the Chair
for the time and courtesy that the Department of Health
extends to our Section, and believe that our members,
the clients we serve, and the public at large benefit from
collaborative dialogue.

Happy Birthday! 2016
brings with it two exciting
birthday celebrations—all
those folks with a February 29th birthday get to
celebrate (or mourn?) aging
on their actual birthday this
leap year, and the Elder Law
and Special Needs Section
turns 25. Happy Birthday to
all!!
The end of 2015 gives us
the chance to thank those who have helped make the
year so memorable, and to look forward to a challenging and exciting new year. Our Section has seen some
exciting changes, all designed to enable us to move
expeditiously to address the needs and concerns of our
Section members and our clients. We have also been
focused on the committee work that keeps us moving
forward, and have enjoyed ourselves along the way.
Our Fall meeting was held October 23-24, 2015 at
the Gideon Putnam Resort in Saratoga Springs. CoChairs Felicia Pasculli and Bill Pfeiffer put together a
terrific two day program, attended by over 100 attorneys. Our reception and dinner at the Saratoga
Thoroughbred Racing Hall of Fame was a wonderful
opportunity for attendees, guests, sponsors and exhibitors to continue the dialogue and debate that our CLE
presentations started. Our program was a success due
in large part to our sponsors and exhibitors. While we
had many of our faithful supporters with us, we were
fortunate to have some new sponsors and exhibitors
with us. Check out the photographs on our Section’s
webpage at www.nysba.org/Elderlaw and click on
“Photo Gallery” on the left side.
In the midst of all, we have been hard at work.
Rene Reixach, Valerie Bogart, Deep Mukerji and I met
in early October with some representatives from the
New York State Department of Health to discuss several issues that have been percolating for a while. Joined
by Kevin Kerwin of NYSBA’s Governmental Relations
Department, our discussion included the inconsistent
treatment of retirement accounts across the state, the
exemption of federal income tax refunds, the delay in
commencement of payment to homecare agencies for
persons approved for Medicaid but not yet enrolled in
Managed Long Term Care programs, and the challenges in budgeting where both spouses need Medicaid, but
with one in the community and the other in a nursing
home. The group was dynamic and well versed in presenting our Section’s thoughts. We are always grateful
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Our committees have similarly been hard at work.
The Veteran’s Benefits Committee has finished a
wonderful pamphlet available on our Section’s website
outlining the benefits available through the Veterans
Benefits Administration called “Benefits for Veterans
and Their Families.” It is a tool for practitioners and
veterans and their families alike! www.nysba.org/
Sections/Elder/Section_Pamphlets/Elder_Law_
Section_Pamphlets.html.
The Legal Education Committee worked with
NYSBA’s Continuing Legal Education Department to
prepare the Continuing Legal Education seminar on
the “Basics of Elder Law.” Richard Weinblatt and Fran
Pantaleo, our two most recent past Chairs, collaborated
with the staff at NYSBA to present this CLE in five
locations across the state: Westchester on November 5;
Long Island on November 19; Rochester and New York
City on December 1; and Albany on December 8. This
Basics class is always popular, and this year was no
exception. I also send a heartfelt THANK YOU to Fran
and Richard, all the local site chairs, and the entire team
of faculty, authors, and presenters who were able to
make this CLE so wonderful.
I would be remiss if I did not extend our Section’s
thanks to Mr. Jean Nelson, who assisted us in getting
this CLE together. Jean decided that the time had come
for him to retire and spend more time with his wife,
and so, after ensuring our Section was well situated for
this five-part CLE, he retired from the CLE Department
of NYSBA on October 30. On the off chance he’s spending his retirement reading NYSBA Section journals,
THANK YOU Jean for your years of service to the Association and our Section!
Our Legislation Committee has also been hard at
work. With over ten agenda items for continued attention, this is an active committee always in need of assistance. This Committee had previously advocated for a
modification to the Right of Election Statute to permit a
surviving spouse’s share to be placed in a supplemental
needs trust and still satisfy the elective share. We had
received the support of NYSBA, and, this year, have
placed this item on the top of our legislative priority
agenda. Small group meetings with legislators have
taken place to advance this issue, with the hope that
we can secure a change to the law to permit a surviving
spouse’s Elective Share to be paid into a supplemental
needs trust. This Committee has also advanced a new
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proposal on the Elective Share—permitting a waiver
of the Elective Share after the death of the first spouse.
This issue has been approved by the NYSBA Executive
Committee and we hope that we will be able to move
forward with this important issue as well.
Our Membership Services Committee has
launched a four-prong approach to growing the membership of our Section. Focusing on newly admitted
attorneys, attorneys transitioning into this area from
other areas of law, attorneys in the public sector, and
attorneys of diverse ethnic and geographical backgrounds will help our Section remain vibrant and relevant. Please do not hesitate to step up and volunteer!
And, of course, we must send a big thank you to
our Publications Committee chairs, the Co-Editors,
Tara Anne Pleat and Judy Nolfo McKenna, for their
tireless work on the Journal. Keep an eye out for the

Spring edition of the Journal, where some of our past
Chairs will be contributing pieces commemorating the
Section’s 25th Anniversary.
As our Section prepares for another budget season
and the continuation of the legislative session, we
remain as committed as ever to being the voice for our
members and the clients we serve. I would encourage
you to join us on our Legislation Committee conference
calls on the second Tuesday of each month to become
involved.
I look forward to seeing you this spring at the UnProgram in Poughkeepsie or working with you on one
of our committees. And, as always, please let me know
if there is anything I can do as Chair of the Section to
bring more member benefits to you!
JulieAnn Calareso
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