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Message from the Chair

One Tuesday morning last January, I sat in the
back of the Nassau Hall
Room at the New York Hilton and allowed myself a
little bit of a smile. In front
of me were row upon row
of members of the General
Practice Section, listening
attentively. These were our
colleagues from all over the
State, who had descended
on New York to participate
Zachary Abella
in our Section’s Annual
Meeting. We will have spring and/or fall meetings
again and when we do, they will be tremendous, but
until then, it is only the meeting in Midtown Manhattan that brings us together as a Section. As I spoke
with members, I also noted the cities on their lapels:
Bayside, Syracuse, Saratoga Springs, Rochester, etc.
It was a time for our membership to interact face-toface, catch up, trade war stories, learn something, and,

The General Practice
Section is very excited about
the upcoming year. We have
an ambitious agenda that I
think will enhance the value
of your GP Section membership, help you in your daily
practice, and effect positive
changes in our communities.

(continued on page 2)

First, I am pleased to announce the creation of a local
GP Section Chapter in your
Lewis Tesser
area! The Section’s Executive
Committee has voted to establish regional chapters based on Judicial Departments
within New York State. Through these local chapters,
meetings will be held in your area concerning matters
that are important to you and your practice. You can
make a difference in the practice of law in New York,
network in meaningful ways to enhance your practice,
serve your clients more effectively; and work to en(continued on page 3)
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hance the public interest. There are now GP chapters
available to Section members in each of the State’s four
Judicial Departments. To join your local chapter, please
visit www.nysba.org/GPChapters.
Second, in an innovative approach to mentoring, the General Practice Section is establishing a new
“mentoring blog,” GP Law Connect. GP Law Connect
will be a legal blog where mentors and mentees are
paired up to co-author articles for online publication. Through publishing in a reputable public forum,
mentors will be given a potential and growing referral source for business development, as well as the
opportunity to share their invaluable knowledge and
experience with a new lawyer. Mentees, likewise, will
have the opportunity to draft and/or co-author articles
in their chosen field of law and benefit from the insight
and direction of an experienced attorney. GP Law Connect will kick off with an MCLE program October 17th
at Baker Hostetler in New York City, Blogging 101—
Social Media Marketing and Mentoring—Ethical and
Practical Considerations. (The program will be recorded for those who are unable to attend in person.) The
program is co-sponsored by the NYSBA Law Practice
Management Committee, and the GP Section will host
a welcoming reception following. If you are interested
in participating in GP Law Connect, please contact
GeneralPractice@nysba.org.
The Section’s leadership has also recently made
plans to institute a new law student writing competition. The competition will give the lawyers of tomorrow a chance for exposure in the legal community
through their writing, as well as the potential for
winning prizes. Details will follow. In the realm of
enhancing the public interest, the GP Section, through
the New York Bar Foundation, is pleased to be making
a generous contribution to aid pro bono work in New
York State. At this writing, details are being finalized
for the grant.
The GP Section continues to offer you, as a member, the resource of its listserve—soon to be available
with some great new enhancements with the launch of
NYSBA’s new website—as well as its weekly wEbrief
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updates, periodic GPS Tracker with practical tips for
busy practitioners, and of course the publication you
are holding right now, One on One.
This edition of One on One contains articles on medical evidence, autism as it affects the family unit, exciting specifics about the 2013-2014 New York State Executive Budget, the individual liability of board members
and enforcing money judgments in Surrogate’s Court.
It also has NYSBA Ethics Opinion 950-60.
This is a great Section, and I am proud to be writing
to you as its Chair. Its greatest asset, though, is you—
its members. We want to provide a forum for you to
share your knowledge and experience as a practicing
attorney, and to benefit from the breadth of experience
of others. Many of us operate in a solo or small firm
environment, but as members of the General Practice
Section, we are each part of a diverse and growing community. I encourage you to get involved in your local
GP Section Chapter; contact the authors of this newsletter for publication opportunities, join in the conversation on our listserve, take advantage of the opportunity
to participate in GP Law Connect. The GP Section has
much to offer you and you have much to offer your
Section!
I personally want to extend my thanks, appreciation and best wishes to Zach Abella, our outstanding
Chair for the 2012-2013 season. Under Zach’s leadership, the GP Section made great strides in helping all
general practitioners in New York State. Fortunately
for us all, Zach is remaining as an active member of our
Section—stay tuned for notice of a very exciting CLE
that Zach is coordinating.”
If you have any comments or suggestions on how
we can serve you better, I would love to hear from you.
You can contact me directly at ltesser@tesserryan.com,
or if you have any questions, we are available at
generalpractice@nysba.org. Be sure to check out our
website for more details on the Section and upcoming
events at www.nysba.org/GP.
Lewis Tesser
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