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Message from the Chair
The General Practice Section is excited to announce its committee restructuring plan for the upcoming year, and to introduce you to the new chapter
chairs who will be playing a critical role in the restructuring process.
The Section’s Executive Committee has voted to
establish regional chapters within New York State
based on Judicial Departments. The restructuring is
designed to encourage greater local involvement in the
General Practice Section throughout the entire state.
Each chapter will be run by a chair (or co-chairs), who
will be establishing subcommittees based on members’ interests and concerns. Through these new local
chapters, meetings will be held in your area regarding
matters of importance to you, your practice and your
local area.
These local chapters will provide you with a variety of different opportunities, including CLEs, speaking events, networking and social events, and publications. Some chapters may organize subcommittees
based on topic or practice area (for example, an ad-

ministrative or criminal law
subcommittee), while others
may be organized based
on the chapter’s objectives
(for example, a publications subcommittee). This
restructuring will provide
you with an exciting opportunity to get involved with
organizing a new part of the
General Practice Section,
and will allow you to have a
leadership role within your
Lewis Tesser
local chapter. Regardless of
subcommittee organization, look forward to the opportunities for speaking engagements and publications
concerning topics of importance to your practice and
local area.
The chapter chairs for the First Department are
Paige Zandri and Timothy Nolen. Ms. Zandri is a solo
practitioner whose practice focuses on family law. Mr.
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Nolen is an Associate at Tesser, Ryan & Rochman, LLP,
whose practice focuses on business and commercial
litigation, and administrative law. The First Department Chapter’s first meeting was held on November
19, 2013, and the Chapter will be holding meetings on
the third Tuesday of each month. The next meeting is
scheduled for March 18, 2014.
The chapter chair for the Second Department is
Emily Franchina of Franchina & Giordano, P.C. Ms.
Franchina’s practice, which is based out of Garden City,
New York, focuses on elder law and estate planning.
Ms. Franchina is excited to help grow the General Practice Section within the Second Department.
The chapter chairs for the Third Department are
Joel Pierre-Louis and J. Gerard McAuliffe. Mr. PierreLouis is based out of Colonie, New York, and works for
the Dormitory Authority of the State of New York. Mr.
McAuliffe is a solo practitioner based in Johnstown,
New York, who has served as the Fulton County Public
Defender. The Third Department Chapter is looking
forward to promoting the General Practice Section’s
opportunities within the Third Department, and is considering organizing subcommittees based on judicial
districts in order to encourage involvement throughout

the large geographical area covered by the Department. The Third Department Chapter is also excited
about collaborating with county bar associations and
members of Albany Law School to organize events for
younger attorneys (including speaking engagements
and Law Day activities).
The chapter chairs for the Fourth Department are
Stephanie Calhoun and Steve Bengart. Ms. Calhoun
is an attorney with the New York State Office of the
Attorney General in its Buffalo, New York office, and
Mr. Bengart is a member of Bengart & DeMarco, LLP,
a Tonawanda, New York firm. The Fourth Department
Chapter is excited to address local issues in the Fourth
Department and organize networking activities. They
are considering working with the Erie County Bar Association to organize events.
The chapter chairs are excited about this new opportunity to reshape the General Practice Section, and
look forward to working with all of you in the months
ahead! This restructuring is a great opportunity for
you to get involved in brand new chapters and assume
leadership positions.
Lewis Tesser

Are you feeling
overwhelmed?
The New York State Bar Association’s Lawyer
Assistance Program can help.
We understand the competition, constant stress,
and high expectations you face as a lawyer, judge
or law student. Sometimes the most difficult
trials happen outside the court. Unmanaged
stress can lead to problems such as substance
abuse and depression.
NYSBA’s LAP offers free, confidential help. All
LAP services are confidential and protected
under section 499 of the Judiciary Law.

Call 1.800.255.0569
N E W Y O R K S TAT E B AR AS S OC I AT I ON
LAWYER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
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