Message from the Section Chair
As I start this term as Chair
my thoughts look forward to the
upcoming year with the hope of
continuing the strong structure
of Section programs and involvement that has been built by past
Chairs. The Section now has over
2,000 members. When I first joined
in the early 1990s it was a small
committee which met for lunch on
a monthly basis in Manhattan. At
each meeting there would be a talk by an industry leader
or expert in health law issues. This structure was a precursor for the current committees within our Section.
During the course of my involvement with the
Section I have benefited greatly from the educational
programs developed by colleagues, treatises and updates
focused on unique developments within health law in
this state as well as opportunities to meet lawyers who
are engaged with clients across the spectrum of health
care. As our field has dramatically increased in complexity and depth the value of Section membership has grown
exponentially.
Over the course of the coming months, our Section
will continue its strong tradition of taking a leadership
role within the changing health care environment. As in
the past, our Section will assess regulatory and legislative changes, providing commentary from leading health
care attorneys in the state for the benefit of public policy.
As a prime example, this special edition of the Health
Law Journal will address legal issues relating to Performing Provider Systems, formed in response to the DSRIP
initiative. DSRIP is perhaps the most significant and
ambitious health policy initiative in New York in recent
years, and I congratulate Special Edition Editor Laurie
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Cohen for assembling an excellent array of articles on the
topic.
We will also focus on integrating a network of law
school health societies across the state into the Section’s
activities. As I write this column, I am preparing for a
kick-off CLE conference to be held at Albany Law School
on health information systems, electronic record exchange
and the use of E-health and big data in clinical research
and practice. This event is part of several year-long projects focused on surveying the law in various innovative
areas of health care while providing a forum for CLE and
publication of articles on the cutting-edge issues impacting our practice. The concept began in 2014 with a focus
on telehealth and telemedicine. Each project will provide
grants to summer law school interns to conduct research,
ending with a symposium to bring it all together with
speakers who are in the forefront of change within these
fields. This year the program has expanded to include
both Albany Law School and Fordham School of Law.
Please join me in venturing forward with the Section as we continue to grow and learn within our field,
striving to meet the needs of our clients and inform
public policy in a most critical area of social concern—our
health.
Raul A. Tabora, Jr.
Chair
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