A Message from the Section Chair
I am honored to have been
elected to serve as the Chair
of the Health Law Section for
2013-2014. There are 1,282
members of the Health Law
Section. Though our Section
is fewer in number than some
others, the members are particularly active and engaged
in the legal issues of the day in
our area of practice.
I know that I speak for the
entire Section in expressing sincere appreciation to Ellen
V. Weissman for her strong leadership of the Section for
2012-2013. Ellen served for several years as the superb
Chair of the Payment and Reimbursement Committee.
Ellen’s name prefaces “best” “leading” or “super” in each
of the respective lawyer rating surveys. She brought the
same level of performance to chairing the Section in a
pivotal health law year.
“The only constant in life is change” could be applied
to health law. Although Heraclitus was not musing about
our area of practice, his observation is pertinent. There is
always something new and challenging, whether it be the
recommendations of the Berger Commission and Medicaid Redesign Task Force or the range of CMS Initiatives
(ACOs, RACs). The hospital landscape continues to resemble the battlefield of a war of attrition. Several venerable and popular hospitals in urban, suburban and rural
areas of our State have closed or reduced inpatient or
outpatient services or are clinging to life. Reimbursement
cutbacks, however styled, and unfunded mandates are
relentless. Organizational models for efficient health care
delivery are being designed and implemented at a rapid
fire pace. The seismic shock of the Affordable Care Act
will reverberate in the health care and legal systems for
years to come. The environment is fraught with pressures
of all kinds. In short, our clients face more challenges than
ever before. It has never been more important for those
who practice law in our field to be informed. Participation
in Section activities is among the ways we can learn and
be poised to give our clients the best advice possible.

Meetings
Fall Meeting
The Fall Meeting was held on Friday, October 25, at
the New York State Bar Association headquarters in Albany. Program Chair Raul A. Tabora Jr., assisted by Daniel
Meier, prepared a timely and practical CLE—Affordable
Care Act & Readiness for 2014 and Beyond—Public Benefit Exchange: Impact on Insurers, Providers, and Medic-
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aid Program. Raul assembled experts for each segment of
the program. I am grateful to Raul for once again taking
charge of developing an excellent CLE program.
Annual Meeting
The NYSBA Annual Meeting week will be January
27 to February 1 at the New York Hilton Midtown. The
Health Law Section’s Annual Meeting Day is Wednesday,
January 29. Margaret (Margie) J. Davino is the Program
Chair for the Annual Meeting. Margie was a terrific
Program Co-Chair of the 2013 Annual Meeting. It is no
surprise that Margie’s 2014 Annual Meeting preparation
is careful and well under way. The title of the program
is “Hot Topics for NY Healthcare Lawyers.” The agenda
will cover the latest developments across the range of
New York State health law subjects. With Margie at the
helm, our Section’s Annual Meeting promises to be interesting, informative and successful.
A challenging year lies ahead. The Annual Meeting
program will help you prepare for it.

Committees
The best way to be active in the Section is to join and
participate in a Committee. The Committees have been
designed to address each area of health law. The benefits
of joining one or more Section committees are many. First,
one becomes better informed about the law in a particular
area. Second, Committee participation allows advance notice and opportunity to keep abreast of new and prospective legal developments. Third, the Committees weigh in
on proposed and current New York legislation and regulations. Thanks to the work of the former Section Chairs
and the Editor of the Health Law Journal Robert N. Swidler,
the Section has become a respected voice in the legislative
and regulatory arena. Finally, but not least in importance,
participation on a Committee and involvement in Section
activities is a way to meet attorneys in your field, many of
whom will become valued colleagues and friends.

Health Law Journal
With the Journal’s Editor Robert Swidler, I would like
to invite you to write an article for the Health Law Journal.
The Journal is one of the finest, if not the best, of its kind.
The caliber of the Journal is recognized in the NYSBA and
by other health law groups in the country. Please consider
writing an article alone or with a colleague. It is a way to
educate your colleagues, bring your expertise and insights to the attention of your peers, and further the aims
of the NYSBA and our cherished profession.
***
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Lastly, I want to thank you, the members of the Section, for your participation in Section activities, Committee meetings, and for contributing to the development
and success of the programs offered. Please join me in
welcoming and encouraging lawyers new to the bar,
health law practice, or to the Section. We want the Section
to be relevant and useful to all of you. This is your Section. If you have any suggestions of any kind, whether
for new committees or programs or any way that the

Section may be more helpful to the members, please let
us know. The email addresses for the Executive Committee members are listed on p. 63 and on the NYSBA Health
Law Section website. We look forward to hearing from
you.
Kathleen M. Burke
Chair
NYSBA Health Law Section

The Health Law Journal is also
available
online
Go to
www.nysba.org/
HealthLawJournal
to access:
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• Past Issues (2006-present) of the Health Law
Journal*
• Health Law Journal Searchable Index
(2008-present)
• Searchable articles from the Health Law Journal
that include links to cites and statutes. This service
is provided by Loislaw and is an exclusive Section
member benefit*
*You must be a Health Law Section member and logged in to access.
Need password assistance? Visit our Web site at www.nysba.org/
pwhelp or call (518) 463-3200.
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