Kim Francis, Program Manager  Law, Youth & Citizenship Program
518-486-5760  (FAX) 518-486-1571  kfrancis@nysba.org
September 16, 2015

Greetings!
Welcome to another year of Mock Trial! Thank you so much for your tireless work for the Mock
Trial Program. I know how difficult it is to try to coordinate, plan, organize, and finance a program like
this, and I appreciate the hours of time you put in to make it work. The County Coordinators are the
backbone of this program, and Mock Trial would cease to exist without the work you do.
We all are being asked to do more with less, and I’m hoping to make things as easy as possible for you
by providing you with all the information you will need to get the program running right out of the gate.
Of course, if you need additional information or have any questions, don’t hesitate to call or email me
with your concerns.
Included with this letter are Important Mock Trial Program Reminders. Please be sure to review them
and add the due dates to your calendar.
I have also attached the following documents and forms for your information:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)

County Bar Association/Law-Related Education Program Checklist of Responsibilities
Sample Mock Trial Tournament Entry Form
Team Registration Form (Fillable and Non-Fillable PDF)
Sample Attorney Coach CLE Certification Form
CLE Credit Attorney Registration Form (Fillable and Non-Fillable PDF)
New York State Rules for Earning Mock Trial CLE Credit
New York State K-12 Common Core Learning Standards

FYI – all of these forms are available on our website at www.nysba.org/ccinfo
This year’s case is a criminal case. It is clear and understandable and has enough “meat” to dig around
in to keep the students and the coaches busy and interested. It goes through several levels of proofers
to keep mistakes and problems to a minimum, but there are always some that slip through, so please be
sure to point those out to me as they are brought to your attention. When deemed necessary by the
Mock Trial Subcommittee, Correction Memos will be issued addressing any revisions made to the case.

MOCK TRIAL TOURNAMENT PROGRAM REMINDERS
Please take note of the following important dates and information regarding the 2016 Mock Trial
Tournament.

2015
o

ASAP – Please review the attached chart and (if you haven’t already done so):
 Inform me of any changes to your contact information
 Provide me with the date, time and location of your teachers’ orientation meeting
 Provide me with your estimated number of teams participating so I know how many books
and certificates to send you. The attached document has last year’s numbers, which I will
use if you don’t provide revised numbers.

o

Wednesday, October 28 – County Coordinators Meeting – This will be a conference call at 3:30
pm. Please mark your calendar. Each Regional Host* must be determined prior to this date
and should be provided to me during the County Coordinators conference call, or by email if you
will not be able to participate on the call.
To participate in the conference call, you will need to dial in on the designated date and time
and enter the access code. I will send a reminder to everyone as the date gets closer and
include the dial in number and access code.
*A $250.00 reimbursement is available for the county that hosts the regionals. Original receipts
should be sent to me following the completion of the tournament.

o

Monday, November 23 (approximately) – The case will be sent by UPS to the County
Coordinators for distribution. You will only receive printed paper copies of the case. The case
will also be available on our website for you to download in early December. Please refrain
from asking for early copies of the case. It will be mailed to everyone on the same day so all the
counties should have them around the same time. It’s possible that some counties will pass out
the case before other counties–it depends on the scheduling of their teachers’ meeting.

o

Friday, December 4 (approximately) – The case will be available online for downloading at
www.nysba.org/mtcase

2016
o

Tuesday, January 5 – Please send me the names and contact information of the participating
schools in your county.

o

Sunday, May 15 – Tuesday, May 17 – Mock Trial Finals in Albany

o

Sunday, July 17 – Friday, July 22 – Mock Trial Summer Institute in Silver Bay on Lake George.

Other important information:
o

Court Costs: LYC has limited funds to assist with court costs if needed. A written request and
invoice from the court should be forwarded to me for consideration as soon as possible.

o

Attorney CLE Credit: Please be sure to advise your attorney advisors/judges that they are
eligible to receive New York CLE Credit for participating in Mock Trials. A form is provided in this
packet for you to fill out with their information. The form is also available online in a fillable PDF
version at www.nysba.org/mtcleregform
Please be sure to send the completed form back to me after the competitions are completed so
I can forward it to our CLE Department for processing. CLE certificates can take several weeks to
be processed. Certificates are delivered by email, so please be sure that an email address is
provided for each person. Information on how CLE credit is calculated is included in this packet
and is also available online at www.nysba.org/mtclerules
Meetings: If you would like me and/or a Committee member to attend your teachers’ meeting
or any Mock Trial event throughout the season, send me the date(s) and I will try to make
arrangements to accommodate your request.

o

Common Core Standards: I have included a document that aligns the Mock Trial program with
the Common Core Standards, please be sure your teacher coaches all get a copy of this too.
The document is also available online at www.nysba.org/mtcommoncore

Updated information regarding the 2016 Mock Trial Tournament will be available online at
http://www.nysba.org/mtfinals
Thank your for your continued support and cooperation.
Best regards,

Kim

