Pro Bono Update
By Elissa D. Hecker, Carol Steinberg, Kathy Kim and Irina Tarsis
Pro Bono Steering Committee
Pro Bono Clinics
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Our latest Pro Bono Clinic took place on
Sunday, February 28th, at the Dance/NYC Symposium. Lane Harwell, Executive Director of
Dance/NYC, thanked the volunteers: “The Legal Clinic has become a hallmark of the Dance/
NYC’s Symposium, connecting dance makers to
much needed legal resources. On behalf of all of
us at Dance/NYC, I thank you for lending your
time and energy to move the art form forward.”
Great appreciation to the following volunteers who
helped many members of the dance community:
Cheryl Davis
Carol Spawn Desmond
Jill Ellman
Tim Fry
Elissa D. Hecker
Eirini Ioannidi
Merlyne Jean-Louis
Alex Jiga
Sara Katz
Kathy Kim

Anne LaBarbera
Amy Lehman
Manish Mathur
John Moore
Zuli Nauzo
Madeleine Nichols
Ashley Tan
Jie Tan
Rosemarie Tully

The Pro Bono and Fine Arts Committees
have worked together on many scintillating
programs. Previously, there was a program on
Creative Time, where the Executive Director
and Pro Bono Counsel discussed Creative Time’s
fascinating programs and concomitant legal
issues. Last fall, we produced a panel on “Street
Art” for EASL’s Fall Meeting. We also collaborated on “Legal Basics for Artists” panels in Dumbo and
the Bronx.
The Pro Bono Steering Committee is collaborating
once again with the Fine Arts Committee to present a
program on Legal Issues for Artists. We are planning
our program for around the time of the Bushwick Open
Studios weekend, which is usually in early June. Our
program will focus on tax and real estate basics for artists.
The program was conceived at the Fine Arts Committee
meeting, which was held before EASL’s Annual Meeting
on January 26th (please note that registration for the Annual Meeting was not a prerequisite to attend the committee meeting).
Preliminarily, EASL member Patricia Pernes, a tax attorney at Deloitte Tax LLP, will speak about tax issues for
artists, including when and how to deduct for materials,
expenses, and donations. Another EASL Fine Arts Committee member, Jill A. Ellman, will speak about commercial leases. There will also be a Landlord-Tenant attorney
on the panel, who focuses on housing issues, who will
speak about residential leases and evictions. The program
will focus on legal basics that artists need to know. As always, the speakers translate “legalese” into plain English
so as to better reach the audience.
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We hope to hold the panel at an arts organization in
Dumbo. The program will be free and open to the public.
Details will be provided via email, via the EASL discussion forum, and on the EASL Blog once the speakers and
venue are in place.
***

Clinics
Elissa D. Hecker and Kathy Kim coordinate legal clinics with various organizations.
• Elissa D. Hecker, eheckeresq@eheckeresq.com
• Kathy Kim, kathy@productions101.com

Speakers Bureau
Carol Steinberg coordinates Speakers Bureau programs and events.
• Carol Steinberg, elizabethcjs@gmail.com

Litigations
Irina Tarsis coordinates pro bono litigations.
• Irina Tarsis, tarsis@gmail.com
We look forward to working with all of you, and
to making pro bono resources available to every EASL
member.
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