Message from the Chair
I write
this column
shortly after
the very successful Section
meeting held
at the NYSBA
annual meeting in January.
Once again,
our CLE
program and luncheon were well attended and provided the participants
with valuable CLE credit and much
food for thought. Thanks to Mindy
Stern for a well-planned and presented program.
The first order of business at the
meeting was the report of the Nominating Committee which designated
Gerard G. Antetomaso, a Rochester
attorney, as the next Secretary of the
Section. He will progress through the
officer positions, becoming chair of
the Section in June, 2019. The report
was accepted unanimously and enthusiastically. Congratulations, Jerry.
The annual meeting always
provides evidence for me of the
valuable services our Section makes
available for its members. The CLE
program consisted of a presentation
on crowdfunding in the real estate
context. While a topic not familiar to
many of those attending, the presenters, Markley Roderick, David Behin,
Mark Mascia and William Skelley,
opened many of our minds to the
opportunities presented in this arena.
For me, it added to my knowledge
about what we can expect as we
continue to explore alternate methods
of financing in the twenty-first
century. These are developments we
cannot ignore.
The second half of the program
redirected our focus from developing
trends to some of the basic concepts
we deal with in our day-to-day practices. Joshua Stein led a knowledgeable panel consisting of Craig Barnett,
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James Burnham and Lance Hall
through a discussion of valuation,
accounting, insurance and finance for
lawyers. The explanations and practice tips presented were invaluable
for any active real estate practitioner.
In addition to these major presentations, a number of our standing
committees held their own meetings.
Four of the committees, the Real
Estate Financing and the Real Estate
Workouts and Bankruptcy committees jointly, the Condominiums and
Cooperatives Committee and the
Committee on Not-for-Profit Entities
and Concerns held separate programs, each providing CLE credit for
our members.
I am reiterating events at the annual meeting to highlight the great
opportunity provided for members to
continue their growth in the practice
and the ability to meet and learn
from others practicing throughout the
state. Your membership in the Section
can only be enhanced by actively participating in committee activities and,
when possible, attending the annual
and summer meetings for valuable
CLE presentations.
I would be remiss if I did not also
mention the outstanding presentation
at the luncheon by John Miller, NYC
Deputy Commissioner for Intelligence and Counterterrorism, who
presented an intriguing picture of the
investigation and prevention of potential terrorism threats. This presentation was sobering yet encouraging
regarding the efforts of the New York
City Police Department in conjunction with State and Federal agencies.
Of course, the highlight of the
luncheon was the presentation of the
real estate Professionalism Award to
Andrew Herz, a well-known Manhattan real estate lawyer who has been
very active on the lecture circuit,
and with community activities and
Section-sponsored events. Congratulations again, Andy.

Another highlight of the day
was the announcement of our two
Section-sponsored scholarships. The
Lorraine Power Tharp Scholarship
was awarded to David Ullman, a
Columbia University School of Law
student. The Mel Mitzner Scholarship
was awarded to Nicholas Zapp, a
student at Albany Law School. Congratulations to them both.
I have not focused in prior
columns on the importance and the
role of our District Representatives.
There are District Representatives
serving on our Executive Committee
representing each of the State judicial
districts. These individuals are listed
in the back of this journal.
This group exists to serve as
liaisons between the Executive Committee and members in the various
districts. Many of these representatives arrange events in their districts
or together with adjoining districts to
try to let our members know what we
are doing as a Section.
Equally important, the representatives serve as spokespeople for
you, those who practice real estate
law throughout the state. Please join
in the Section-sponsored events in
your area and take advantage of your
District Representative’s ability to
bring to our attention your concerns
and interests. We try to address issues
which affect you and to provide CLEs
which you would find useful. We
need to hear from you.
Finally, let me once again encourage all of you to attend the annual
summer meeting which will be held
July 14 to 17, 2016 at the Boston Marriott Long Wharf Hotel on the waterfront in Boston. Trish Watkins, our
second Vice-Chair and summer program chair, promises an enlightening
CLE program and a great venue for
all of you and your families. I hope to
see you there.
Best to all,
Leon T. Sawyko

NYSBA N.Y. Real Property Law Journal | Spring 2016 | Vol. 44 | No. 2

