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A Message from the Section Chair
Dear Young Lawyers Section Member:
Welcome to the Spring 2016 edition of Perspective, the New York
State Bar Association (NYSBA)
Young Lawyers Section’s (YLS)
printed publication. Although hard
to believe, this is the last edition of
the 2015-2016 term. The year has
flown by, and it has been a wonderful year serving the YLS as Chairperson. The Section has had an incredibly ambitious and successful year, as
reflected in the wealth of 2015-2016
YLS initiatives, programs and events.
From June 2015 to now, Section
membership has nearly tripled. I’m
truly honored to have had the opportunity this year to work with so
many wonderful people, and I’m
proud that the YLS has regained its
position as the largest NYSBA Section. Let’s keep the growth up! The
NYSBA is at the forefront of shaping
and protecting the legal profession,
both in the state and in the country.
It’s a forum that brings together
incredibly capable legal minds and
authorities. It monitors for, and acts
on, pressing issues that impact attorneys’ lives. To list a couple of
examples, if not for NYSBA we
would have intrusive mandatory
pro bono and financial reporting requirements, and New York State law
students would have had no time
whatsoever before being faced with,
in a matter of months, a completely
different bar examination than they

had spent three
years preparing
for. In addition
to these incredibly important
big-picture
issues, the
NYSBA provides us with
amazing and
unparalleled
educational,
professional, and networking opportunities. My membership has left
me proud and fulfilled, and I am so
grateful to have had the opportunity
over the past year to lead the largest
NYSBA Section, together with my
amazing bar colleagues.
The YLS started the 2015-2016
term out with our June Executive
Committee Meeting and Supreme
Court Admissions Program, which
were held in Washington, D.C., on
June 14th and 15th, 2015. In a true
display of his dedication to young
lawyers, NYSBA President David
Miranda (a past Chair, and therefore

lifelong honorary member of the
YLS) returned early from the 800th
anniversary of the sealing of Magna
Carta in the U.K. to move the admission of our group of admittees before
the Supreme Court of the United
States. (We like to think he chose
the YLS over the Queen.) Following
the admission ceremony, we were
honored to have Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg join our group for an intimate meeting and discussion in our
holding room.
On November 6, 2015, we held
our Fall Executive Committee Meeting and CLE Program at NYSBA
headquarters in Albany, New York.
Chair-Elect Erin Flynn was the Program Chair for the CLE Program,
and she organized a great program
designed to provide attorneys at all
stages of their careers with a basic
familiarity and understanding of (or
refresher in) matrimonial and family law basics, business formations,
justice court practice, and landlordtenant law. Presenters included past
YLS Chairs Tucker Stanclift and Sar-
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ah Gold, current YLS Treasurer John
Christopher, and current YLS executive committee member Elizabeth
Erickson. Everyone did a great job!
Following the Program, all attendees
and YLS Executive Committee members were graciously invited by the
NYSBA Executive Committee to join
the Committee for lunch, which was
a wonderful experience.
We rang in the New Year with
the NYSBA Annual Meeting, which
took place during the last week
of January, with thousands of attorneys gathering at the New York
Hilton Midtown for an entire week
of fantastic programs and meetings.
On January 25, 2016, the YLS participated in the 13th annual Celebrating
Diversity in the Bar networking reception. This was facilitated in part
by Tyear Middleton, our wonderful
YLS Diversity Committee Chair. On
January 27th, we held our half-day
CLE Program. The Program, which
was chaired by Secretary-Elect Lauren Sharkey, featured an informative lineup of presentations on time
management, leadership in NYSBA,
career skills, and navigating social
media. Later that day, we held our
Outstanding Young Lawyer Award
Presentation and Luncheon, then our
Executive Committee Meeting. The
Outstanding Young Lawyer Award
Presentation honored recipient Jason Aylesworth for his outstanding
service to both the community and
the legal profession. In addition to
his entertainment law private practice, Jason is an active member in
the NYSBA Entertainment, Arts and
Sports Law Section, volunteers for
numerous not-for-profit organizations (including New York Foundation for the Arts and Brooklyn Arts
Council), teaches a “Performing Arts
and the Law” course at the Brooklyn
College of Performing Arts Management Program, and is an assistant
scout leader for Boy Scout Troop 29
in Yonkers. Jason is truly a most deserving recipient of this prestigious
award.
We wrapped up Annual Meeting
with our Bridging the Gap Program,

2

which was co-chaired by YLS Executive Committee Members Nicholas
Romano and Kristin Gallagher, who
put on a fantastic two-day program
on Thursday January 28th and Friday January 29th. The Program featured an incredibly impressive lineup
of preeminent legal authorities, and
keynote speakers NYSBA President
David Miranda, Assistant U.S. Attorney Carrie H. Cohen (prosecutor
from the Sheldon Silver trial), and
Retired U.S. Magistrate Judge Hon.
Mark D. Fox.

this year the YLS re-activated its Law
Student Development Committee
(co-chaired by YLS Secretary Terrence Tarver and Jessy Albaz), which
is now tasked with developing and
contributing to law student-focused
events, and facilitating interaction
between our law student members
and the Section. To that end, YLS
has been active in working with the
Pathway to the Profession program in
reaching out to, and attracting, law
student members with programs of
interest.

We just wrapped up our seventh
annual Trial Academy, which was
held at Cornell Law School in Ithaca,
New York from March 30th–April
3rd, 2016. Trial Academy is a five-day
trial techniques program. Geared
toward new and young attorneys,
participants attend morning lectures
developed to advance and improve
courtroom skills. Morning sessions
are followed by lunch and then afternoon breakout sessions, which allow
for attendees’ direct participation
and learning with critique faculty.
Co-Chairs Immediate Past-Chair Sarah Gold and Chair-Elect Erin Flynn
put on an amazing program, full of
outstanding presenters and faculty!
Thanks to Sarah and Erin, and all
of the other individuals (including
NYSBA’s Megan O’Toole and Adriana Favreau) and sponsoring Sections who worked so hard to make
this year’s program great. If you
haven’t attended Trial Academy yet,
mark your calendars for our eighth
annual program, to be held in Spring
2017! (Details will be available soon.)
Our Spring Executive Committee
Meeting was held in Ithaca on March
31st during the Trial Academy.

In addition to our Executive
Committee meetings and signature
programs, the YLS has undertaken
many other projects. Our judicial district representatives have coordinated amazing educational, social, and
networking events across the state.
Our Section liaisons have facilitated
events, and a flow of information
between YLS and other substantive
Sections, which has created many opportunities for YLS member involvement in other Sections’ substantive
programs.

Thanks to collaboration with the
NYSBA Pathway to the Profession program, we have more student members than ever before. Recognizing
that law students are the future of the
legal profession, the NYSBA’s Pathway to the Profession offers New York
State law students an opportunity to
take an active role in the NYSBA. In
an effort to encourage active participation of law students in our Section,

This year we have two new,
wonderful editors working on our
YLS publications. Keri Mahoney,
the new editor of our print newsletter, Perspective, graduated in 2014 as
Valedictorian of Touro College Jacob
D. Fuchsberg Law Center. Sasha
Grandison, the new editor of our
monthly e-newsletter, Electronically
in Touch, is a 2010 graduate of the
University of the District of Columbia, David A. Clarke School of Law,
where she served as Law Review Associate Editor. Both women have incredibly impressive writing/editing
backgrounds, and we are so pleased
and honored to have them join our
Executive Committee this year. Welcome Keri and Sasha! Our publications are in good hands, indeed.
The YLS is currently holding our
fourth annual Civics Prize Contest,
which is being co-chaired by Lauren Sharkey and Emily Walsh. We
are so grateful to the NYSBA Law
Youth and Citizenship Committee,
which has graciously co-sponsored
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the contest with us. The program,
which was conceived four years ago
by then-YLS Chair Michael Fox, invites New York State 11th and 12th
graders to participate, and serves
as a platform to enhance students’
understanding of U.S. government
through their creative participation
in the poster and/or essay portion
of the contest. As an original chair
of the contest, it is a matter near and
dear to my heart. Every year, the YLS
has been astounded by the creativity
and talent that goes into the submissions—we can’t wait to receive this
years’ submissions!
Also this year, we formally
added our Young Lawyer Friends
of the Foundation Committee as
a YLS Standing Committee, and
have been increasing activity of and
membership in the Committee. This
YLS Committee, which is chaired by
Naomi K. Hills, interacts with the
New York Bar Foundation (TNYBF),
which is a nonprofit, philanthropic
organization that receives charitable
contributions from individuals, law
firms, corporations or other entities
and provides grants to further its
goals of promoting and advancing
service to the public, improvements
in the administration of justice, legal research and education, high
standards of professional ethics, and
public understanding of legal heritage. TNYBF makes grants to financially support law-related programs
of legal services organizations, nonprofits, bar associations and other
organizations throughout New York
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State. The YLS is grateful to past
Chair James Barnes, who serves as a
Director of TNYBF, and who was instrumental in creating our Friends of
the Foundation Committee. The YLS
is excited to take more of an active
role in promoting TNYBF’s mission
through its Friends of the Foundation
Committee. On August 6, 2015, the
first gathering of the founding members of the Young Lawyer Friends of
The New York Bar Foundation took
place at Lincoln Center in NYC for
a fabulous Latin Boogaloo concert.
Young lawyers can become a member of the Young Lawyer Friends
of the Foundation by donating $30
to TNYBF—it’s one of the best, and
most meaningful $30 you can spend!
Our Public Service and Pro Bono
Committee (chaired by Erica Weisgerber) has also been active, and is
presently planning a volunteer event
for this month with City Harvest
at the Washington Heights Mobile
Market. Kara and Erica are also
spearheading a Section initiative to
revise our Now That You’ve Turned 18
Booklet. This booklet is published by
our Committee on Public Service and
Pro Bono. The Committee’s primary
objective is to increase the public’s
understanding of the law and this
publication is provided to give
young adults an overview of their
basic legal rights and responsibilities.
The year has included countless other programs, and the list of
people to whom thanks should be
given is far too extensive to make

mention of here. Suffice to say, there
are many, many individuals, both
in YLS leadership and membership,
and also in NYSBA leadership, behind our Section’s success this year.
These people, and notably, my fellow officers, Chair-Elect Erin Flynn,
Treasurer John Christopher, and Secretary Terrence Tarver, as well as our
NYSBA staff liaison, Megan O’Toole,
have made this year a success, and
have made my term as Chair a true
honor and privilege. It is amazing to
have had the opportunity to serve
alongside such wonderful people
(including our past Section chairs), in
advancing the goals of our Section.
If you are not actively involved in
the YLS, I highly encourage you to
become more involved—contact our
Chair-Elect, Erin Flynn (erin.k.flynn@
gmail.com—she is presently making
appointments for the 2016-17 Term).
We have accomplished so much, and,
looking ahead, I know that the Section is in the most capable of hands
to accomplish even more. My involvement with the YLS has been so
incredibly rewarding. Truly, from the
bottom of my heart, thank you all for
having given me the opportunity to
serve you.
Very Truly Yours,
Erica M. Hines, Esq.
Section Chair
June 2015-June 2016
Heslin Rothenberg Farley
& Mesiti P.C.
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