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Message from the Chair
As we approach year’s
end, it is my pleasure to share
with you some of the work we
have done on the Trial Lawyers
Executive Committee in 2013.
To those of you who may not
know us, we are a dedicated
group of litigators committed to
improving our profession and
the quality of the services it renders, one trial lawyer at a time.
We support the promotion
of legal education among law
students as well as our colleagues of all experience levels.
We have done this by participating in moot court competitions as judges in our local law schools. We have done this
by participating in the annual Trial Academy, a wonderful
NYSBA program sponsored by the Young Lawyers Section
held over the course of five days at Cornell University. This
“boot camp” type event is aimed at providing an intensive
introduction to trial techniques and tactics to the newly
admitted attorney. In fact, we have further supported this
unique program by offering scholarships to worthy candidates who have demonstrated both a need for assistance
and a commitment to fostering diversity in the profession.
Our members also actively participate in CLE presentations on topics that deal directly with virtually all aspects of
litigation. We have volunteered to participate in mentoring
programs to provide recent graduates having an interest in
litigation with rare and valuable courtroom experience.
Our online publication is a useful resource to our members and focuses on new developments in the law that affect our practice.
Among our most important functions is the work that
we do in supporting each other and the networking opportunities we generate by the active role that we play in striving to make ourselves and our members better lawyers. We
acutely appreciate the diversity of our population and the

diverse legal needs of our members. Our Section is actively
committed to meeting those needs for the betterment of all.
Our Summer Meeting is, perhaps, our best opportunity to strengthen the bonds among our members at some
truly fabulous destinations. Our trip this year to Killarney,
Ireland was a resounding success on all levels. We were
pleased to have the Hon. Judith Gische, Justice of the
Supreme Court, First Department, address us on effective
appellate advocacy. Professor Patrick Connors is a valued
contributor to our Section’s CLE offerings and we always
look forward to his annual presentations on recent legal developments directly impacting our practice. We were also
joined by some local Irish judges and practitioners who
shared their courtroom experiences which, in many ways,
were similar to our own. Of course, it wasn’t all work by
any means. We golfed at some of Ireland’s loveliest courses
and explored the Gap of Dunloe and the Ring of Kerry as
well as a pub or two.
We are currently planning our 2014 Summer Meeting,
Sunday, July 27 – Wednesday, July 30 in Sonoma, California. Mark your calendars to join us. Visit www.nysba.
org/trial to keep up with the latest on the 2014 Annual and
Summer Meetings and all the Section news.
Our Section is always looking for new members who
share our goals, enthusiasm and values. The larger our
ranks, the more good we can do, the more people we can
reach and the more profound the mark we can leave on the
profession we care so much about. Contact me at: hecht@
mhcglaw.com to get more involved.
Elizabeth Hecht
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