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Message from the Chair
As the newly elected Chair
of the Trial Lawyers Section,
I want to thank my TLS colleagues for trusting me with
this wonderful and challenging opportunity. I look forward
to serving our Section members
over the next year.

usual, the Dinner was well-attended by leading members
of the trial bar, along with many judges from around the
State. Numerous awards were given during the evening,
including an award to the Hon. Leslie E. Stein, Associate
Judge of the New York Court of Appeals, for her years
of accomplishment and contributions to the profession. I
commend past TLS Chair Evan Goldberg and others who
worked with him to plan this successful event.

I also want to recognize
and thank our outgoing Chair,
Michael Furman, for his past
year of dedicated service to our
Section. I’m grateful for having had the opportunity to
serve as Vice-Chair during Mike’s term. Mike has long
been regarded as one of New York’s outstanding trial
attorneys, but he is also a deeply committed member
of NYSBA and the TLS, always ready to do his part to
protect and advance the good of our profession. I know I
speak for all of our members when I say to our outgoing
Chair—job well done!

As a practicing trial lawyer for more than 30 years, I
look forward to leading the Trial Lawyers Section. I will
have the benefit of working with an outstanding team
of officers: Vice-Chair Charlie Siegel; Secretary Noreen
Grimmick and Treasurer Violet Samuels. We have had
the good fortune of knowing each other for many years
which will enable us to accomplish much over the next
year.

It was great seeing so many TLS members in New
York City at the NYSBA Annual Meeting in January.
Despite the wintry challenges of Mother Nature, having
brought about cancellations of an entire day’s programs
of the Annual Meeting, the Meeting proved highly successful and worthwhile for all who attended. Special
thanks TLS Vice-Chair Charlie Siegel and others who
worked so hard orchestrating, along with the TICL
Section, an excellent joint CLE program on trial evidence
and damages and an update on product liability.
Also jointly held with TICL was another great Annual
Dinner, traditionally held during the Annual Meeting. As

As I stated during my comments at the Annual
Dinner, my mission as Chair is to find ways to make an
already great Section even better. Essential to this effort, I
hope to grow our membership and strengthen our diversity. I look forward to also reaching out to new law school
graduates and younger members of the profession to encourage them to join the TLS.
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I also hope to strengthen our committees and committee structure. This will enable us to accomplish much
more as a Section, and to better advance those programs,
issues and interests so important to us as trial lawyers.
Joining a committee is one of the best ways to become active in the Section. There are many committees to choose
from. Being active in this way will no doubt prove
rewarding.
Looking ahead to warmer weather, we are well into
the planning of our annual Summer Meeting, which is
always a great success. This year the Summer Meeting
will take place in Newport, Rhode Island during July 2529. We are planning for strong attendance and an excellent lineup of programs and CLEs. And, of course, being

Newport, we’re also planning an outstanding offering of
entertainment, social and fun activities. If you have not
been to Newport, this is a great opportunity. I strongly
encourage all TLS members as well as nonmembers to reserve the days on your calendar and plan to join us.
While I look forward to working hard, along with
my fellow officers, to make our great Section even better,
I call upon each of you as TLS members to take pride in
our Section and look for ways that you can get involved
to promote and advance the interests and mission of the
TLS. Together we can, and will, accomplish great things!
T. Andrew Brown
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