A Message from the Chair
The judiciary is supposed to be a co-equal branch of
our government with the legislature and the executive;
it is not merely another government agency. However,
when it comes to the allocation of funds, judicial officials
are not at the table with members of the executive branch
or the legislature when negotiations occur. It is too easy
for members of those branches to sacrifice the judiciary’s
interests when facing difficult pecuniary calculations and
decisions.

We have come a long way
from the days of trial by combat for civil disputes and trial
by ordeal for criminal cases.
But that progress in this country is surprisingly threatened
by the refusal of the legislature
and executive to provide sufficient resources for the judiciary
to perform its functions.
Criminal enforcement
and dispute resolution are not
optional. They are essential to a well-functioning, prosperous society. Americans take pride in living under a
constitutional system dedicated to the rule of law. But
such a system requires the resources to properly perform
its functions.
Judges do not operate in a vacuum. They require
a location, support staff, communication capabilities,
and access to information. While judges’ salaries cannot
constitutionally be reduced, all their other requirements
can be diminished or not improved as needed. In the last
year, the Section’s Executive Committee has met with the
clerks of the United States District Courts for the Eastern
and Southern Districts. Both have described substantial
reductions in personnel and impacts on equipment and
supplies from the federal government’s budget failures.
Judicial officers’ statements to Congress have emphasized the effects of budget constraints on probation and
criminal pretrial services as well as on public defender
services.

Not all government is bad or bloated. There are
functions that only government can perform to maintain
a civil society. Citizens of all persuasions should be able
to agree that protecting public safety through fair and
open procedures and resolving disputes are such functions. While we lawyers have a vested interest in a fully
functioning judiciary, our clients and fellow citizens have
an equally important interest in public safety through the
criminal justice system and efficient resolution of disputes
through the civil justice system. All Americans have an
interest in our country setting an example for others to
follow.
We must add our voices to what should become a
swelling chorus demanding that the legislature and the
executive provide the funds required by the judiciary to
fairly, efficiently, and effectively perform its constitutionally and statutorily mandated functions. Nothing less
will do justice to the vision of the founders of this country
and the principles it has embodied for more than two
centuries.
Greg Arenson
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