A Message from the Section Chair
Dear Section Members:
It’s once again my pleasure to bring you up to date on
the activities of our Section.
To begin, we have been
working on two special
projects over the past several
months. The first has to do
with NYSBA Communities,
which are closed internet
discussion and information
sharing sites. They replace
email listserves and offer additional features, such as a
document library, member directory, and personalized
profiles.
As a first step we have set up the Senior Lawyers Executive Committee Community, and detailed instructions
explaining how to access and use the Community have
been prepared by our Technology Committee working
with NYSBA staff (Stephanie Bugos, our Section’s Liaison, and Brandon J. Vogel). The instructions have been
distributed to the Executive Committee members to test
for any open issues, problems, etc. Once this is completed
the instructions will be provided to our Section’s members, and we will roll out a Section-wide Community so
that we can all experience the many benefits which the
Community offers.
The second project was proposed by Fern Schair,
Chair of our Pro Bono Committee, and is the establishment of a Pro Bono Award intended to recognize outstanding pro bono work performed by a member of our
Section and to promote the goal of increasing access to
justice. The Pro Bono Committee members are in the
process of working out the details, with the hope that we
may be able to present the first award during the 2017
Annual Meeting. Stay tuned for further information but,
in the meantime, give some thought to whether there is a
Section member you would like to nominate.
Our 2016 Annual Meeting program, “Real Property
Law: An Update and Primer,” was well attended and
well received. Marie Flavin, Esq., who presented on the
topic “Basics of Section 1031 Exchanges,” has contributed
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an article, The Reverse Exchange, for this issue of The Senior
Lawyer. Future articles on other aspects of 1031 exchanges
are planned.
Rosemary C. Byrne, Vice-Chair of our Section, has
dedicated her On Seniority column this issue to “The Power and Joy of Reminiscing” and follows up with an article
on the most memorable “legal first” of Anthony R. Palermo, Co-Chair of our Law Practice Continuity Committee:
Remembering a Cold War Spy Trial, Tony Palermo and U.S. v.
Rudolf Abel. The Abel trial and the subsequent exchange of
Abel for American pilot Francis Gary Powers is the subject
of Steven Spielberg’s Academy Award nominated film,
The Bridge of Spies. Whether or not you have seen the film,
I think that you will find this article both interesting and
entertaining.
Among the other articles in this issue is The Senior
Lawyer in Transition: Tips and Considerations for the Job
Search by Julie Anna Alvarez, Director of Alumni Career
Services at Benjamin N. Cardozo School of Law. This
article is the result of a request from one of our Section
members for information/advice on a transition scenario
which some of our members may face. Other articles in
this issue cover subjects as diverse as Medicaid crisis
planning, liability of a lender for injury at the mortgaged
premises, and ethical considerations for the retiring attorney. If there is a subject you would like addressed in one
of the issues of The Senior Lawyer, please let us know and
we will do our best to deliver.
It bears repeating that, in all of our activities, our Section is committed to achieving diversity. To that end I am
inviting, and encouraging, all Section members to participate in the work of our Section by, for example, joining one or more of our committees, submitting an article
for consideration for publication in The Senior Lawyer, or
participating in the creation of one of our CLE programs.
Make plans today to share your particular talents and
experience with your Section colleagues.
I hope that you enjoy this issue of The Senior Lawyer,
and I look forward to seeing you at our Fall CLE program,
which is being held this year in Westchester County.
Carole A. Burns
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