A Message from the Section Chair
As you may know, Stephen G. Brooks has been
a Co-Editor of The Senior
Lawyer along with Willard
H. DaSilva. Our Section and
our publication have been
the beneficiaries of Stephen’s
talent, dedication and commitment for several years. With
many thanks to Stephen for
his service, I have regretfully
accepted his resignation as CoEditor. However, Stephen will
continue to be active in our Section, and Willard, who has
been the Editor/Co-Editor since our inception, will continue with consummate professionalism in his position.
In this issue of The Senior Lawyer Willard has continued the practice of presenting articles on a wide variety
of topics intended to reflect and address the diverse interests of our Section members. Among those topics in this
issue are: ethical and security considerations in the use
of email; estate planning and tax tips for non-traditional
families; ethical boundaries in settlement discussions;
and Medicaid recoveries, liens and strategies. If you come
across an article which you think would be of interest to
our Section members, please feel free to bring this to Willard’s attention and, as always, we welcome the submission of original articles for consideration.
In addition to articles, this issue of The Senior Lawyer
debuts a column written by Rosemary Byrne, Esq., StepBy-Step Coaching (and our Section’s Vice President). The
column, “On Seniority,” will focus on personal issues of
interest to our Section members, such as finding a balance in, and enjoying, life regardless of whether the plan
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includes retirement; the experiences of other attorneys
in transition/retirement; professional and/or personal
downsizing; travel and other recreational activities; pro
bono opportunities; etc. Rosemary is interested in hearing from you as to any questions or issues you would like
her to address, as well as any insights or experiences you
would like to share. You can reach her at rcb@sbscoaching.
com.
As to our CLE programs, on October 28, 2015 we
presented our Fall program in New York City, “Retirement
Planning for Clients and the Senior Lawyer: The Legal,
Financial, Estate Tax and Long Term Care Planning Implications for Clients and Prospective Retirees.” This all-day
program included social security issues, basics of retirement plans and IRA distribution rules, relevant Medicaid
and long term care concerns, and ethical issues incident
to retirement from the practice of law. The program was
videotaped so that Section members unable to attend in
person can access this very comprehensive treatment of
retirement planning issues.
In the past our Annual Meeting program has been
on Tuesday; however, as of 2016 the program will be on
Thursday, in the morning; the date for 2016 is January
28th. Planning is under way for that program; any suggestions you may have for topics and/or speakers for that
program, or for future programs, would be welcomed by
Anthony J. Enea, Chair of our Program and CLE Committee (aenea@aol.com).
I hope that you enjoy this issue of The Senior Lawyer,
and I look forward to seeing you at our January 28, 2016
Annual Meeting program.
Carole A. Burns
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