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Cromarty Court Complex
210 Center Drive
Riverhead, NY 11901
631­852­2139

Part Clerk: John Nunziata

 
Chambers Mailing Address
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Commercial Division
County of Suffolk
1 Court Street 
Riverhead, NY 11901

Law Secretary: Joan L. Hannon, Esq.

Court Attorney Referee: Renee Osborne, Esq.

Secretary: Janine K. Schmalz 
Phone: 631­852­2781
Fax: 631­852­3732
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INDIVIDUAL PRACTICES OF JUSTICE ELIZABETH EMERSON
PART 44

1. Commercial Division Rules

All parties should familiarize themselves with the Commercial Division Rules and
Suffolk County’s E-Filing Protocol, available at  www.nycourts.gov

2. Scheduling

Parties should address questions about scheduling appearances or adjournments to
the Part Clerk, at (631) 852-2139.

Please be advised that counsel/litigants must obtain Court permission to adjourn a
status conference.  Except emergencies, such permission must be obtained no later than two
business days in advance of the scheduled appearance.  Counsel must make every effort to obtain
consent to an adjournment from all adversaries in the matter and be prepared to communicate
that consent to the Court.  If counsel is unable to get consent, counsel must send a brief letter to
the Court with a copy to all adversaries, explaining the circumstances necessitating the
adjournment and the reason consent could not be obtained.  Counsel/litigants must wait at least
24 hours to allow for the adversary to respond to the request before contacting the Court.

3. Mediation

If, at any point, the parties decide that they could benefit from Commercial
Division ADR or other mediation, they should write a joint letter to the Court asking to be
referred to ADR or such other mediation.  In that letter, they should state whether they prefer that
discovery continue or be stayed during the mediation process.

Further information on the Court sponsored ADR program can be found at
www.nycourts.gov

4. Motion Practice

After compliance with Rule 14 of the Commercial Division Rules whereby
counsel have consulted with one another in a good faith effort to resolve all disputes, the parties
may make a written request for a conference with the Court.

Discovery disputes should first be addressed through a court conference prior to
the filing of a motion.  If the Court is unable to resolve the dispute through a conference, then
leave will be given for the parties to file the appropriate motion.  The failure to abide by this rule
may result in a motion being held in abeyance until the Court has an opportunity to conference
the matter.
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Absent leave of court, a separate petition for corporate dissolution shall be filed
for each corporation to be dissolved.

For electronically filed motions, a courtesy copy of all papers in support of and in
opposition to the motion, properly backed with exhibit tabs and confirmation notices, must be
submitted to chambers by the party making the motion.  The failure to follow the E-Filing
Protocol or to submit courtesy copies may result in an adjournment of the motion or rejection of
the papers in the Court’s sole discretion.

If counsel wishes to receive a copy of the decision, a self-addressed stamped
envelope must be provided to the Court.

All dispositive motions require a pre-motion conference with the Court.  Counsel
must send a letter to the Court, on notice to all parties, requesting that a pre-motion conference
be scheduled.

With respect to Rule 11(d), of the Commercial Division Rules, the presumption is
that discovery is NOT stayed by the filing of a dispositive motion unless otherwise directed.

All citations must include a citation to the official reports.

The Court will notify the parties if oral argument is required after papers in
support of and in opposition to the motion have been submitted.

If oral argument is held, at its conclusion, the movant is to order the transcript and
have a copy sent to the Court.  The motion will not be deemed sub judice until a transcript has
been received.

5. Trial Rules

Pre-trial memoranda and briefs are to be submitted in all matters at least seven
business days prior to the start date of the trial.

No electronic media devices will be permitted absent express permission from the
Court.  Requests should be made to the Court in writing, addressed to the Clerk of the Part, and
the reasons for the request must be clearly stated.

No adjournments of the trial date will be granted absent exceptional
circumstances.  All requests must be made in writing to the Court and not by a telephone call to
the Clerk of the Part.

All materials used during the trial must be removed within 48 hours of the
conclusion of trial.  Any materials not timely removed will be discarded.
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All trials require full compliance with directives set forth in the pre-trial order. 
Additionally, if the trial is by jury, counsel will be required to submit a proposed verdict sheet
and proposed charges seven business days prior to the trial.

Absent leave of court, post-trial briefs shall be no more than 50 pages long and
must include references to the record.

6. Communications with the Court

Neither Justice Emerson nor any of the court attorneys assigned to the part will
speak to any litigant or counsel ex parte.  Upon telephoning chambers, counsel must get all
parties on the telephone before placing the call to the Court.

No party shall send a letter to chambers without first contacting their adversary,
trying to resolve the problem and telephoning chambers.  With permission of the Court, a party
may send correspondence to the Court via fax to (631) 852-3732 or U.S. mail or overnight
delivery, but not by more than one method of delivery.

7. Appearances

An appearance by an attorney with knowledge of the case and authority to bind
the party is required on at all conferences.

Pro se litigants shall be notified of all conference and Court appearances and shall
be served with all papers.

8. Disposition

Counsel must advise Chambers if a case has settled and notify the Court if such a
case has any pending motions.
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Web page updated: February 5, 2013

Commercial Division ­ NY Supreme Court

Suffolk County

Biography of Justice Elizabeth Hazlitt Emerson

JUSTICE ELIZABETH HAZLITT EMERSON graduated magna cum laude from Boston College and magna
cum laude from Syracuse University College of Law. She has served as a Supreme Court Judge since
1996.

Justice Emerson has been assigned to the Commercial Division since 2002 when the
Division was first established in Suffolk County. Prior to that time she spent four years
in a general civil part and two years in a dedicated matrimonial part.

Before coming to the Bench, Justice Emerson was a partner of Shearman & Sterling.
Her practice included the representation of domestic and foreign commercial banks,
investment banks and corporations in the structuring, negotiating and documentation
of complex financing transactions. A representative sample of these transactions
included acquisition financings, leveraged buyouts, restructurings, project finance and
public offerings.

Justice Emerson began her practice as an associate at White & Case, where, in addition to handling the
types of transactions referred to above, she represented corporate clients in a variety of securities
litigation, general commercial litigation and complex proceedings.

She is a member of the Suffolk County Bar Association, Suffolk County Women’s Bar Association, The
New York State Bar Association and The New York State Bar Commercial and Federal Litigation Section.

She recently served as a member of The Chief Judge’s Task Force on Commercial Litigation in the 21St
Century.
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Web page updated: January 22, 2013

Commercial Division ­ NY Supreme Court

Suffolk County

Chambers and Part Information of Justice Emily Pines

Part Information:

Part 46

Courtroom and Chambers Location:
Supreme Court
One Court Street
Riverhead, NY 11901 
Phone: 631­852­3191

Part Clerk: TBA

Chambers Mailing Address

Supreme Court of the State of New York 
Commercial Division
County of Suffolk
1 Court Street 
Riverhead, NY 11901

Principal Law Clerk: Michael G. Kruzynski, Esq.

Court Attorney Referee: Renee Osborne, Esq.

Secretary: Valarie Genchi 
Phone: 631­ 852­3117 
Fax: 631­852­3120
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Web page updated: January 17, 2013

Commercial Division ­ NY Supreme Court

Suffolk County

Biography of Justice Emily Pines

JUSTICE EMILY PINES was elected to the New York State Supreme Court for the Tenth Judicial District
(Nassau and Suffolk Counties) in November, 2001. She served previously as a Suffolk District Court Judge
from January, 1999. Justice Pines graduated, with distinction, in 1976 from Hofstra University School of
Law, where she was granted the first award for Scholarship and Service to the School. 

Justice Pines practiced law for over twenty­two years, with emphasis in the fields of municipal and
commercial litigation. During this period, she had a varied career in public service, as staff counsel for the
NYS Public Service Commission, Deputy Bureau Chief for the Commercial Litigation Division in the NYC
Department of Law, Deputy County Attorney for Suffolk County and Town Attorney for the Town of
Brookhaven.

In 1983, the New York City Bar Association awarded Justice Pines the honor of Municipal Attorney of the
Year, where she was selected from over 500 municipal lawyers for work she completed in revising and
defending the City’s construction contracts. 

Justice Pines is a member of the Committee on Pattern Jury Instructions, NY State Bar Association,
Suffolk County Bar Association and Suffolk County Women’s Bar Association. She has been an adjunct
professor at Touro Law School and lectures for the New York State Bar Association and the Suffolk
Academy of Law.
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Web page updated: October 3, 2013

Commercial Division ­ NY Supreme Court

Suffolk County

Chambers and Part Information of Justice Thomas F. Whelan

Part 33

Presiding Justice: 
Hon. Thomas F. Whelan

Location and Chambers Mailing Address:
Suffolk County Supreme Court, Commercial Division
1 Court Street ­ Annex
Riverhead, New York 11901

Phone: 
631­852­2365

Law Secretary: 
Susan Tobey

Secretary: 
Linda A. Luhrs
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Web page updated: January 22, 2013

Commercial Division ­ NY Supreme Court

Suffolk County

Biography of Justice Thomas F. Whelan

JUSTICE THOMAS F. WHELAN was elected to the New York State Supreme Court for the Tenth Judicial
District (Nassau and Suffolk Counties) in November 2000. He is a graduate of Columbia University and
Brooklyn Law School.

Justice Whelan started his career in law as a law clerk to Suffolk County Court Judge Harvey Sherman
and as a law clerk to NYS Supreme Court Justice Alfred Lama. His career included public service and the
private sector experience as the Town Attorney for the Town of Babylon and more than 9 years in private
practice in a law firm that concentrated in environmental law, zoning, and commercial matters. He was
also the Principal Court Attorney for the Suffolk County Supreme Court Law Department.

Since his election to the bench, Justice Whelan has served in the general civil part, concentrating on
medical malpractice jury trials and spent more than two years in Suffolk County's dedicated matrimonial
part. Justice Whelan has been a frequent lecturer for the New York State and Suffolk County Bar
Associations regarding various aspects of the law and has published articles in the Suffolk Lawyer, the
publication of the Bar Association. On two occasions, he has received an Award of Recognition from the
Suffolk County Bar Association and he continues to devote time as a Judge in mock trials for high schools
and Touro Law School.

Further, Justice Whelan, who is married with two children, is an active member of the Wading River
Volunteer Fire Department and an EMT for the Fire Department.
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