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Association Address: 123 Remsen Street, Brooklyn, 
N.Y., 11201
Website: brooklynwomensbar.org   
Phone: 347-790-0030  
Founded: April 11, 1918
Number of members: 450
President: Michele S. Mirman

Association vision
In the almost 100 years the Brooklyn Women’s Bar 

Association has existed, we have dedicated ourselves to 
counseling women, learning together and working for 
legislation that protects and promotes the interests of 
all women. 

We present continuing legal education that dissects 
bias and discrimination in every form that touches us—
religious, cultural, racial, economic, age and gender-
based. We look to increase our young membership, 
because we know that with each new young member, 
we become more in touch with the world as it is and 
will be. 

We envision learning to run offices, ask for raises 
and benefits, invest money, be in charge and lead, so 
that we finally overcome the wage inequality between 
men and women. 

brief history
In 1910, Jeanette Goodman Brill, Brooklyn Law 

School (BLS) class of 1908, along with several other BLS 
women grads, banded together to create the Brooklyn 
Law School Women’s Alumnae Club. It was the first of 
its kind in the nation, and Brill was the first president. 

On April 11, 1918, six months after women were 
granted the right to vote in New York State, Brill, along 
with her BLS classmate Amy Wren and seven other BLS 
graduates, founded the Brooklyn Women’s Bar Associ-
ation. Their creed—and ours to this day—was educa-
tion, support and legislation. They dedicated them-
selves to supporting women, legal education for 
women and legislation that promoted women’s rights. 

Since its founding, the BWBA has provided a profes-
sional network and support system for women attor-
neys, afforded legal education programs to our mem-
bers and all lawyers and engaged in efforts helpful to 
the broader community. 

The BWBA is a proud chapter of the Women’s Bar 
Association of the State of New York (WBASNY). 
Through its affiliation with WBASNY, the Association 
has played a key role in shaping many local and 
national laws affecting women and, by participating in 
WBASNY’s International Law Committee, the BWBA 
has expanded its influence in global matters involving 
women’s rights.

The BWBA routinely participates in the Making 
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk to raise funds for 
the American Cancer Society. We conduct an October 
Courthouse Alert to increase public awareness about 
breast cancer. 

The BWBA organizes a Fall clothing drive, in con-
junction with The Relief Boutique, to benefit economi-
cally disadvantaged women returning to the work-
force. 

At our year-end holiday party, we donate toys for 
the children of women living at a local domestic vio-
lence shelter and raise funds to benefit the women at 
that shelter.

The vision of our founders in 1918 inspires our orga-
nization, one dedicated to equality, diversity, fairness 
and opportunity for women lawyers and for all 
women.

most popular outing/social event
Our most popular event is our year-end annual din-

ner held at one of the pre-eminent venues in Brooklyn, 
in the past the Brooklyn Botanic Garden or the Liberty 
Warehouse. More than 200 attorneys and jurists attend 
each year to mingle and enjoy the beautiful scenery and 
gourmet food. It is here that we announce our Beatrice 
M. Judge Recognition Award and our Sybil Hart Koop-
er Award.

Goal for next month? Next year? 
New York state pays women 87 cents for every $1 

a man earns, and it is our goal to eradicate that 
inequality.  

most important project/initiative? 
Our centennial is April 11, 2018, and we intend to 

make it one big celebration, commemorating our 
founders and our history and recommitting our-
selves to our goals.

with no budget limit, what project or 
initiative would you take on? 

We would start a Brooklyn Women’s Bar Associa-
tion “Center of  Excellence for Women’s Legal 
Issues,” with a think-tank, mentorships, scholar-
ships, training, support and education, all geared 
toward helping women obtain wage and employ-
ment equality in New York State and throughout the 
nation.

How have members helped improve the 
Association? 

Our membership has continually re-invigorated 
us with diversity, new ideas, different ways of think-
ing, and the energy to create novel programming. u

The Bar Around the Corner is a project of the Committee 
for Bar Leaders of New York State. 

The Bar Around the Corner: Brooklyn Women’s Bar Association

Bar Briefs

State bar remembers “pioneering” Judge 
George bundy Smith

Former Court of Appeals Judge George Bundy 
Smith, who died August 5, was remembered as “a 
pioneer in the efforts for greater diversity and inclu-
siveness in the legal profession.”

State Bar President Sharon Stern Gerstman, in a 
statement, said that Smith’s “long and distinguished 
record of public and professional service serves as an 
inspiration to all members of the bar.” 

A Freedom Rider who was arrested in Montgom-
ery, Alabama for trying to integrate a lunch counter 
in 1961 while a student at Yale Law School, Smith 
later worked for the NAACP Legal Defense and Edu-
cation Fund and as a law secretary to state judges.

In 1975, he was elected a Civil Court judge in New 
York City, beginning a 31-year career on the bench. 
Five years later, he was elected to state Supreme 
Court. He served as an associate justice of the Appel-
late Division, First Department, from 1987-1992.

In 1992, Gov. Mario M. Cuomo appointed him to 
the Court of Appeals, where he served until he 
retired in 2006. He was the third African-American 

appointed to the state’s highest court. 
Smith chaired the State Bar’s Special Committee 

on the Civil Rights Agenda, which issued a report in 
2008 identifying goals to help advance civil rights, 
including enhancing educational opportunities for 
African-Americans and others. 

The Association’s Committee on Diversity and 
Inclusion recognized Smith in 2006 with its Diversity 
Trailblazer Award.  

A year later, the Commercial and Federal Litiga-
tion Section honored him with its inaugural George 
Bundy Smith Pioneer Award, which recognizes a 
lawyer who demonstrates commitment to legal 
excellence, community service and mentoring. 

ethics of electronic marketing services 
addressed by State bar committee

The State Bar released two opinions by its Com-
mittee on Professional Ethics concerning whether 
lawyers may ethically participate in electronic mar-
keting services on August 9.

Opinion 1131, intended to guide lawyers who wish 
to use such services, notes the variation in the struc-

ture of web-based services. The opinion does not 
address every factual permutation that may exist, 
but attempts to explain how such services can oper-
ate within the Rules of Professional Conduct. 

It examines the issues that a lawyer using an elec-
tronic marketing service needs to consider. Opinion 
1131 can be accessed at NYSBA.org/EthicsOpin-
ion1131.

Opinion 1132 is in response to an inquiry about a 
lawyer participating in Avvo Legal Services, an elec-
tronic service that requires the payment of a “market-
ing fee” by a lawyer. The Committee found that a 
lawyer who pays Avvo its marketing fee is making an 
improper payment for a recommendation in viola-
tion of Rule 7.2(a) of the Rules of Professional Con-
duct.

The Committee concluded that, under Avvo’s cur-
rent structure, lawyers may not use its services. It did 
not address other ethical issues that may be present-
ed by Avvo’s arrangements with lawyers. Opinion 
1132 can be accessed at NYSBA.org/EthicsOpin-
ion1132. u
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