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UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
 
 PERIOD COVERED (01-01-2017 to 12-31-2017) 
 
5TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT      FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
  

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period 
 

142 
 

  
B. New Matters During Period 

 
481  

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period 
 

5  
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C) 

 
 

 
628  

E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period 
 

513  
F. Matters Pending at End of Period 

 
115 

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:        Cases**   Matters 
  

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint 
 

231 
 
 

 
256  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees 
 

34 
 
 

 
36  

C. Referred to Other Agencies 
 

1 
 
 

 
1  

D. Dismissed or Withdrawn  
 

98 
 
 

 
122  

E. Dismissed through Mediation  
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

F. Letter of Advisement 
 

44 
 
 

 
59  

G. Letter of Admonition 
 

7 
 
 

 
14  

H. Admonition (or Reprimand) 
 

 
 
 

 
  

I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.) 
 

17 
 
 

 
25  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above) 
 

432 
 
 

 
513 

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
  

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period 
 

 
 

21  
1. Disciplinary Proceedings 

 
5 

 
  

2. Other 
 

16 
 

  
B. Cases Received During Period 

 
 

 
17  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings   
 

9 
 

  
2. Other 

 
8  

C. Total to be Processed During Period 
 

 
 

38 



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
  

D. Cases Closed 
 

 
 
  

1. Disbarred 
 

1 
 
  

2. Disciplinary Resignations 
 

1 
 
  

3. Suspended*** 
 

11 
 
  

4. Censured 
 

1 
 
  

5. Privately Censured 
 

0 
 
  

6. Remanded to Grievance Committee 
 

1 
 
  

7. Discontinued 
 

2 
 
  

8. Dismissed 
 

2 
 
  

9. Reinstatements Granted 
 

1 
 
  

10. Reinstatements Denied 
 

1 
 
  

11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations 
 

1 
 
  

12. All Other Dispositions 
 

2 
 
  

13. Total closed 
 

24 
 
 

  
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period 

 
14 

 
  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings 
 

10 
 
  

2. Other 
 

4 
 
 

 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of multiple 
complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 
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 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
 
 PERIOD COVERED (01-01-2017 to 12-31-2017) 
 
7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT      FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
  

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period 
 

95 
 

  
B. New Matters During Period 

 
632  

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period 
 

3  
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C) 

 
 

 
730  

E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period 
 

627  
F. Matters Pending at End of Period 

 
103 

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:        Cases**   Matters 
  

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint 
 

274 
 
 

 
383  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees 
 

47 
 
 

 
47  

C. Referred to Other Agencies 
 

1 
 
 

 
1  

D. Dismissed or Withdrawn  
 

114 
 
 

 
138  

E. Dismissed through Mediation  
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

F. Letter of Advisement 
 

25 
 
 

 
28  

G. Letter of Admonition 
 

8 
 
 

 
10  

H. Admonition (or Reprimand) 
 

 
 
 

 
  

I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.) 
 

17 
 
 

 
20  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above) 
 

486 
 
 

 
627 

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
  

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period 
 

 
 

30  
1. Disciplinary Proceedings 

 
7 

 
  

2. Other 
 

23 
 

  
B. Cases Received During Period 

 
 

 
17  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings   
 

3 
 

  
2. Other 

 
14  

C. Total to be Processed During Period 
 

 
 

47 



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
  

D. Cases Closed 
 

 
 
  

1. Disbarred 
 

0 
 
  

2. Disciplinary Resignations 
 

1 
 
  

3. Suspended*** 
 

13 
 
  

4. Censured 
 

0 
 
  

5. Privately Censured 
 

0 
 
  

6. Remanded to Grievance Committee 
 

2 
 
  

7. Discontinued 
 

7 
 
  

8. Dismissed 
 

1 
 
  

9. Reinstatements Granted 
 

2 
 
  

10. Reinstatements Denied 
 

0 
 
  

11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations 
 

5 
 
  

12. All Other Dispositions 
 

2 
 
  

13. Total closed 
 

33 
 
 

  
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period 

 
14 

 
  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings 
 

8 
 
  

2. Other 
 

6 
 
 

 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of multiple 
complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 
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 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
 
 PERIOD COVERED (01-01-2017 to 12-31-2017) 
 
8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT      FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
  

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period 
 

138 
 

  
B. New Matters During Period 

 
612  

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period 
 

10  
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C) 

 
 

 
760  

E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period 
 

575  
F. Matters Pending at End of Period 

 
185 

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:        Cases**   Matters 
  

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint 
 

270 
 
 

 
300  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees 
 

25 
 
 

 
25  

C. Referred to Other Agencies 
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

D. Dismissed or Withdrawn  
 

137 
 
 

 
151  

E. Dismissed through Mediation  
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

F. Letter of Advisement 
 

40 
 
 

 
50  

G. Letter of Admonition 
 

6 
 
 

 
10  

H. Admonition (or Reprimand) 
 

 
 
 

 
  

I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.) 
 

16 
 
 

 
39  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above) 
 

494 
 
 

 
575 

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
  

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period 
 

 
 

61  
1. Disciplinary Proceedings 

 
4 

 
  

2. Other 
 

57 
 

  
B. Cases Received During Period 

 
 

 
16  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings   
 

4 
 

  
2. Other 

 
12  

C. Total to be Processed During Period 
 

 
 

77 
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 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
  

D. Cases Closed 
 

 
 
  

1. Disbarred 
 

0 
 
  

2. Disciplinary Resignations 
 

0 
 
  

3. Suspended*** 
 

53 
 
  

4. Censured 
 

1 
 
  

5. Privately Censured 
 

0 
 
  

6. Remanded to Grievance Committee 
 

0 
 
  

7. Discontinued 
 

9 
 
  

8. Dismissed 
 

1 
 
  

9. Reinstatements Granted 
 

0 
 
  

10. Reinstatements Denied 
 

0 
 
  

11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations 
 

4 
 
  

12. All Other Dispositions 
 

0 
 
  

13. Total closed 
 

68 
 
 

  
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period 

 
9 

 
  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings 
 

4 
 
  

2. Other 
 

5 
 
 

 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of multiple 
complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 

 



ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
FOURTH JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

PERIOD COVERED: 1/01/17 - 12/31/17 
 
 

FIFTH, SEVENTH, AND EIGHTH DISTRICTS 
 

 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
 

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period       375    
 B. New Matters During Period      1725     

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period        18    
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C)    2118   

  
E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period     1715   
F. Matters Pending at End of Period        403   

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:              Cases**        
Matters 
 

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint      775    
 939  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees      106        108   
C. Referred to Other Agencies            2    

     2    
D. Dismissed or Withdrawn        349          411  

    E. Dismissed through Mediation           0         0  
F. Letter of Advisement                    109         

      137 
G. Letter of Admonition           21            34  
H. Admonition (or Reprimand)                           

        
I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.)          50           84  

 
Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above)   1412          

 
1715   

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
 

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period        112 
 

1. Disciplinary Proceedings         16     
2. Other                       96  



 
B. Cases Received During Period          50   

 
1. Disciplinary Proceedings         16   
2. Other            34  

 
C. Total to be Processed During Period         162  

 
ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 

FOURTH JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
PERIOD COVERED: 1/01/17 - 12/31/17 

 
D. Cases Closed 

 
1. Disbarred           1     
2. Disciplinary Resignations         2      
3. Suspended***        77      
4. Censured           2     
5. Privately Censured          0     
6. Remanded to Grievance Committee        3    
7. Discontinued         18    
8. Dismissed           4     
9. Reinstatements Granted         3         
10. Reinstatements Denied         1     
11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations       10     
12. All Other Dispositions         4      
13. Total closed        125                  

             
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period      37     

 
1. Disciplinary Proceedings       22      
2. Other          15     

 
 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of 



multiple complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 
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 FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 (Fifth Judicial District) 
 
     Attorney   Disposition                     Summary of Charges 
 
Stefan D. Berg    Disbarred      Rule 1.3(a) - failing to act with reasonable 
150 AD3d 9                                                      diligence and promptness in 
representing 
3/31/17                                                       a client; Rule 1.3(b) - 
neglecting a legal 

matter entrusted to him; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - 
failing to comply in a prompt manner with a 
client’s reasonable requests for information; 
Rule 8.4(c)- engaging in conduct involving 
dishonesty, fraud, deceit or 
misrepresentation; Rule 8.4(d) - engaging in 
conduct that is prejudicial to the 
administration of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - 
engaging in conduct that adversely reflects 
on his fitness as a lawyer. 

 
Aaron C. Bertram  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Diana G. Cunningham Suspended Six Rule 1.3(b) - neglecting a legal matter  
149 AD3d 199  Months Effective entrusted to her; Rule 1.4(a)(3) - failing to  
3/24/17   9/7/16   keep a client reasonably informed about the 

status of a matter; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - failing to 
comply in a prompt manner with a client’s 
reasonable request for information; Rule 
8.4(d) - engaging in conduct that is 
prejudicial to the administration of justice; 
and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging in conduct that 
adversely reflects on her fitness as a lawyer. 

 
Diana G. Cunningham Reinstated   
149 AD3d 1624 
4/11/17 
 
John J. Daly   Suspended     Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR  
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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Frederick C. Gallagher Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Jacqueline B. Jones  Interim   Judiciary Law §90(4)(f) 
155 AD3d 1609  Suspension 
10/25/17 
 
Jose Mari Causing Lozada Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Ashley B. Purdy  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
William B. Rosbrook  Disbarred  §1240.10(c) 
153 AD3d 1135  (Resigned) 
8/16/17 
 
Bertel HX Schmidt  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Frank B. Scibilia  Censured           Rule 1.4(a)(3) - failing to keep a client     
153 AD3d 265                           reasonably informed about 
the status of a  
7/31/17      matter; Rule 1.16(d) - withdrawing from 

employment without obtaining from a 
tribunal the permission required under the 
rules of the tribunal; and Rule 8.4(d) - 
engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the 
administration of justice. 

 
Brian F. Shaw   Suspended  Rule 1.3(a) - failing to act with reasonable 
152 AD3d 32   Two Years  diligence and promptness in representing a 
6/09/17      client; Rule 1.3(b) - neglecting a legal matter 

entrusted to him; Rule 1.4(a) (3) - failing to 
keep a client reasonably informed about the 
status of a matter; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - failing to 
comply in a prompt manner with a client’s 
reasonable requests for information; Rule 
8.4(d) - engaging in conduct that is 
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prejudicial to the administration of justice; 
and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging in conduct that 
adversely reflects on his fitness as a lawyer. 

 
Kevin E. Smith  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
Scott M. Smith  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Aaron M. Streit  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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 (Seventh Judicial District) 
 
     Attorney   Disposition                     Summary of Charges 
 
Jeanne Lucille Asseng Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23                                         118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Terrence Brown-Steiner Disbarred  22 NYCRR §1240.10 

155 AD3d 1608  (Resigned) 

10/24/17 

 

Hynn T. Choi      Suspended                  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
        

152 AD3d 23                 118.1 
6/09/17 
                   

Chyrel N. Hall         Interim    22 NYCRR §1240.9               

            

156 AD3d 1492  Suspension                                              

12/05/17       

 

Thomas A. Healy     Suspended   Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR       

     

152 AD3d 23                                        118.1              

  

6/09/17        

 

Mark Robert McGrath    Reinstated   

153 AD3d 1673 

9/12/17  

 

Clara Michiko Ooyama  Suspended                   Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 

NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23                  118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Antoun James Sakr   Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

153 AD3d 23               118.1 

6/09/17                   



 
 −5− 

 

Martin J. Schank    Suspended   22 NYCRR 1200.1: Rule 5.5(a) - practicing 

152 AD3d 39    Three Years  law in a jurisdiction in violation of the  

6/09/17      regulation of the legal profession in that  

jurisdiction; Rule 8.4(c) - engaging in conduct 

involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or 

misrepresentation; Rule 8.4(d) - engaging in 

conduct that is prejudicial to the administration 

of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging in 

conduct that adversely reflects on his fitness as 

a lawyer. 

 

Stefanie Bishop Traub Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17   

 

John C. Wallen  Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

David Paul Weinstein Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Leslie Anne Weise  Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Richard T. Welch  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Keith D. Williams  Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Dereck Allyn Wischmeyer Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 



 
 −6− 

 

Shaqurah G. Zachery  Reinstated   

149 AD3d 1624 

4/11/17 
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 (Eighth Judicial District) 
 
     Attorney   Disposition                     Summary of Charges 
 
Richard Alan Ascher  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Mary Casey Battis  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Cheryl Sybil Rene Boykin Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
James David Brenner  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Gwennor L. Carr  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Edward L. Chassin  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Suzanne E. Cieslica  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Antoinette Sarah Clay Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Daniel Jay Cohen  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Randi E. Cohen Brown Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 



 
 −8− 

Donald F. Cole  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
LaTasha D. Crutcher  Supended  22 NYCRR 1200.0: Rule 1.3(a) - failing to 
153 AD3d 268  Three Years  act with reasonable diligence and prompt- 
7/31/17      ness in representing a client; Rule 1.3(b) - 

neglecting a legal matter entrusted to her; 
Rule 1.4(a) (3) - failing to keep a client 
reasonably informed about the status of a 
matter; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - failing to comply 
promptly with a client’s reasonable requests 
for information; Rule 1.5(d)(2) - entering 
into an arrangement for, charging or 
collecting a fee prohibited by law or rule of 
court; Rule 1.5(d)(5(ii) - entering into an 
arrangement for, charging or collecting a fee 
in a domestic relations matter without a 
written retainer agreement signed by the 
respondent and the client setting forth in 
plain language the nature of the relationship 
and the details of the fee arrangement; Rule 
1.5(e) - failing to provide a prospective 
client in a domestic relations matter with a 
statement of client’s rights and 
responsibilities; Rule 1.15(a) - commingling 
client funds with personal funds; Rule 
1.15(b)(2) - failing to identify her trust 
account as an “attorney special account,” 
“attorney trust account,” or “attorney escrow 
account”; Rule 1.15(d)(1) - failing to 
maintain for seven years required 
bookkeeping records, including records of 
all deposits and withdrawals from any bank 
account concerning or affecting her practice 
of law and records showing the source and 
amounts of all funds deposited into, or 
disbursed from, any such account; Rule 
1.15(e) - making withdrawals from a special 
account by a method other than either a 
check payable to a named payee or a bank 
transfer to a named payee upon the prior 
written approval of the party entitled to the 
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proceeds; Rule 1.15(I) - failing to make 
available to the Grievance Committee 
financial records required to be maintained; 
Rule 1.16(e) - failing to refund promptly any 
part of a fee paid in advance that has not 
been earned; Rule 8.4(b) - engaging in 
illegal conduct that adversely reflects on her 
fitness as a lawyer; Rule 8.4(c) - engaging in 
conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, 
or misrepresentation; rule 8.4(d) - engaging 
in conduct that is prejudicial to the 
administration of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - 
engaging in conduct that adversely reflects 
on her fitness as a lawyer; 22 NYCRR 
1215.1 - failing to provide to a client, within 
a reasonable period of time, a letter of 
engagement setting forth an explanation of 
the scope of the legal services to be 
provided, as well as an explanation of the 
attorney’s fees to be charged, expenses, and 
billing practices; 22 NYCRR 1400.2 - 
failing to provide to a client in a domestic 
relations matter itemized billing statements 
at 60-day intervals. 

 
Deborah Dubois Davis Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Kimberly Duffin Ehlers Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
Thomas J. Fendick  Interim   Judiciary Law §90(4)(f) 
155 AD3d 1609  Suspension   
10/25/17 
 
Brian P. Fitzgerald  Censured   DR1-102(a)(7) and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging 
149 AD3d 267                In conduct that adversely reflects on his 
3/27/17      fitness as a lawyer; and DR5-103(B) and 

Rule 1.8(e) - advancing or guaranteeing 
financial assistance to a client while 
representing the client in connection with 
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contemplated or pending litigation when the 
client is not indigent and the financial 
assistance does not constitute the expenses 
or litigation for which the client remains 
ultimately liable. 

 
John Theodore Flattery Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Avram A. Glazer  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Robert M. Goldstein  Interim  22 NYCRR §1240.13 
156 AD3d 1492  Suspension  
12/05/17 

 
Michael A. Gould  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Frederick William Gray Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
William G. Hamilton  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Brendan Crull Hand  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
J. Scott Hargis  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Scott F. Harley  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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James Grant Hayden  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Kathleen A. Homer  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Eric Nord Hoover  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17  
 
Adam Phillip Jason  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Christopher A. Johnson Suspended            22 NYCRR 1200.: Rule 8.4(d) - 

engaging in  
149 AD3d 124             Three Years    conduct that is prejudicial to the  
3/24/17      administration of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - 

engaging in conduct that adversely reflects 
on his fitness as a lawyer; Judiciary Law 
§468-a and 22 NYCRR 118.1 - failing to 
comply with attorney registration 
requirements. 

 
Kevin Ralph Kelly  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Sarah Elizabeth Knieser Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Mary Anne Kolb  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Jeanie Konstantinou  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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Ryan Maclean  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Marcie Jan Mason  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Allan Michael McCombs Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Mark Robert McGrath Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Rachelle Suzanne Mercier Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Deborah A. Moon  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Joan Ann Oko  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Elizabeth Iverson Pacher Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Michelle Anne Petrotta Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Scott D. Rodman  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Nicholas Rowntree  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 



 
 −13− 

6/09/17 
Stanley Robert Rudin  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
Anthony S. Santaro, Jr. Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Sarah Falk Schofield  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Ellen J. Schwanebeck  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Patricia Jennings Starr Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Edward R. Thiel  Interim  22 NYCRR §1240.9 
153 AD3d 1673  Suspension   
9/12/17 

 
Eric L. Valby   Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118. 
6/09/17 
 
Alva C. West   Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Roger W. Wilcox  Suspended  22 NYCRR 1240.14(b) 
151 AD3d 1781 
5/23/17 
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 FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 DISTRICT GRIEVANCE COMMITTEES 

 
Grievance Committee for the 5th Judicial District     
 
Joseph E. Lamendola, Chair    Nicholas A. Macri 
Christopher R. Bray     Timothy M. McClusky 
Victoria M. Celia*                 Edward Z. Menkin 
Julie Grow Denton        C. Andrew Pappas 
Matthew R. Dunn         Christina Reilly 
Paula M. Engel         Thomas A. Reynolds 
Donald R. Gerace          Ramon E. Rivera 
Robert M. Germain       Vincent J. Rossi 
Loretta R. Kilpatrick                 William P. Schultz* 
John J. Kirwan, Jr.*      Howard J. Woronov 
           Michael F. Young 

                
Grievance Committee for the 7th Judicial District 
 
Heidi Schult Gregory, Chair     Mary Walpole Lightsey  
Betsy L. Album           Steven V. Modica          
Peter H. Baker         Vincent M. Moyer       
Alexandra Burkett        Eugene M. O’Connor    
Bradley Calkins*         Stephen R. Ricci    
V. Bruce Chambers        Leon T. Sawyko       
Thomas L. Chapple     Brian C. Schu        
Norman J. Chirco     Dennis F. Sedor   
Michael Cobbs                       Mark Siwiec*       
Susan Kramarsky*        John E. Tyo            
                          Kevin G. Van Allen 
 
Grievance Committee for the 8th Judicial District 
 
Mark R. McNamara, Chair       Morris L. Horwitz 
Ursuline Bankhead*       Carolyn Ruth Kellogg 
Lauren E. Breen          Ethan M. Lyle         
Francis X. Carroll         Joseph A. Matteliano 
Louis J. Cercone, Jr.*           Elizabeth M. Midgley       
Tasha Dandridge-Richburg    William M. Paterson*    
Peter J. Degnan         David M. Roach          
John J. DelMonte                      Richard B. Scott  
Lyle T. Hajdu                        Betsy S. Steger         
Douglas M. Heath                Mary Ann E. Wiater           

            Ruth R. Wiseman 
 

* Lay Member   
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 FOURTH DEPARTMENT ATTORNEY GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE 
 PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINARY STAFFS 
 
 
Grievance Committee for the 5th Judicial District  Gregory J. Huether, Chief Counsel 
224 Harrison Street, Suite 408    Anthony J. Gigliotti, Principal Counsel 
Syracuse, NY 13202      Mary E. Gasparini, Principal Counsel 
(315) 401-3344      Maureen T. Kissane, Associate Counsel 

Sheryl M. Crankshaw, Investigator        
Deborah A. Cole, Assistant Court Analyst 

 
Grievance Committee for the 7th Judicial District  Gregory J. Huether, Chief Counsel 
50 East Avenue, Suite 404     Daniel A. Drake, Principal Counsel 
Rochester, NY 14604      Andrea E. Tomaino, Principal Counsel  
(585) 530-3180      Kelly A. Page, Investigator  

Karen C. Malbone, Secretary  
 
Grievance Committee for the 8th Judicial District  Gregory J. Huether, Chief Counsel 
438 Main Street, Suite 800     Roderick Quebral, Principal Counsel 
Buffalo, NY 14202      Margaret C. Callanan, Principal Counsel    
(716) 845-3630      Guy C. Giancarlo, Associate Counsel  

Mary E. Davis, Investigator 
        Carolyn M. Stachura, Investigator 

Craig E. Semple, Investigator 
Anna M. Hunt, Senior Court Analyst 
Carol A. Cherry, Assistant Court Analyst 
Cindy L. Pietz, Assistant Court Analyst 
Kathleen J. Kasperek, Secretary  

     
 

 











































State of New York 
Supreme Court, Appetfate Division 

Third Judiciai Department 
Attorney Grievance Committee

286 Washington Avenue Extension, Suite 200 
Attany, NY 12203-6320

(518) 285-8350 
fax (518) 453-4643 

http://www. nycourts. qov/ad3/aqc 
ad3agc(/f nycourts .gov

Service by Facsimile or Email is not accepted

Lisa A. Burgess, Esq. 
Committee Chair

Monica A. Duff' 
Chief Attorne}'

CONFIDENTIAL

April 29. 2019

Via Electronic Mail Onlv: moclair@nysba.oru
Melissa O'Clair, Senior Assistant 
New York State E3ar Association 
1 Elk Street 
Albany. NY 12207

Re: Annual Report on Lawyer Discipline for the year 2017

Dear Ms. O'Clair:

In response to your letter, seeking statistical information for the Attorney Grievance Committee 
for the Third Judicial Department, for the year 2017. enclosed please find the following:

The 2017 annual statistical report filed with the Office of Court Administration. Please 
note that Disciplinary Resignations are reflected as a disbarment.

2. During 2017 County Bar Grievance Committees handled no new matters.

A digest of disciplinary cases for 2017.3.

A list of Committee Members for the 2017-2018 year. Heidi Dennis was the Chairperson 
during that period and William F. Ryan. Jr., w'as the Vice-Chairperson.

4.

The legal and investigative staff consisted of the following as noted:5.

Chief Attorney:
Monica A. Duffy

Deputy Chief Attorney:
Michael G. Gaynor

http://www
mailto:moclair@nysba.oru


Principal Attorneys:
Alison M. Coan 
Lauren S. Cousineau 
Michael K. Creaser 
Anna E. Remet 
Sarah A. Richards

Investigators: 
Sarah L. Boncke 
Joseph L. Legnard

If you need anything further, please advise.

Very truly yours,

Ml&d/'Monica A. tMw 
Chief Attomeyjy 

MAD/cma/amli
Enclosures



MEMBERS OF THE THIRD DEPARTMENT - ATTORNEY GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE

2017-2018

THIRD DISTRICT FOURTH DISTRICT SIXTH DISTRICT

Kevin R. Bryant, Esq. Karla Williams Buettner, Esq. Sarah C. Fitzpatrick, Esq.

Joyce Q. Chupka Lisa A. Burgess, Esq. Hany M. Ghaleb

Yorden C. Huban, Esq. Cristine Cioffi, Esq. Mark S. Gorges, Esq.

Paul T. Kellar, Esq. Heidi Dennis, Esq. Diana L. Hughes, Esq.

David W. Meyers, Esq. Dianne N. Freestone, Esq. R. James Miller, Esq.

William F. Ryan, Jr., Esq. Carol B. Merchant Russell E. Ruthig, Esq.

Thomas D. Spain, Esq. Carrie McLoughlin Noll, Esq. James T. Stokes, Esq.

The Committee meets 11 times 
per calendar year
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UCS-176 Rev. 01/03

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES

PERIOD COVERED (ANNUAL REPORT 2017)

THIRD DEPARTMENTTHIRD JUDICIAL DISTRICT

MATTERS PROCESSED: *I.

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period
B. New Matters During Period
C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C)
E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period
F. Matters Pending at End of Period

1938
1094

0
3032
1261
1771

MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:
Cases**
488

Matters
Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint
Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees
Referred to Other Agencies
Dismissed or Withdrawn
Dismissed through Mediation
Letter of Advisement
Admonition
Admonition-Personal Delivery 
Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.)

�����
���	��

�� �	��
��� �����

� ���
�� ����

������
� 	��

��������

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above.) 1097 1261

CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:Ml.

106Cases Pending at Start of PeriodA.

701. Disciplinary Proceedings
2. Other 36

160Cases Received During PeriodB.

641. Disciplinary Proceedings
2. Other 96

266Total to be Processed During PeriodC.

1



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03

ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES

Cases ClosedD.

111. Disbarred
2. Disciplinary Resignations
3. Suspended
4. Censured
5. Privately Censured
6. Remanded to Grievance Committee
7. Discontinued
8. Dismissed
9. Reinstatements Granted
10. Reinstatements Denied
11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations
12. All Other Dispositions
13. Total closed

0
*** 13

8
0
0
0

11
14

9
120
56

242

Total Cases Pending at End of Period
1. Disciplinary Proceedings
2. Other

56E.
31
25

For the purposes of this report, the term “Matter” includes the following:

1. Complaints
Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
Sua Sponte investigations

2.
3.

* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries.

** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys. As some attorneys are the subject 
of multiple complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases.

Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions.

2



Decided and Entered: December 28, 2017

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8

Censure:

Matter of Lance Richard Hartwich - D-215-17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Granted:

Matter of Vivian Obiageli Adimkpayah AKA Vivian Obiamalu - D-213-17

Resignation for NondiscipUnary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22 (a)

Granted:

Matter of Lisa Millicent Westervelt - D-214-17

Decided and Entered: December 21, 2017

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8

Censure:

Matter of John Richard Parrinello - D-210-17

Suspension:

Matter of Frederick John Meagher Jr. - D-211-17

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Suspension:

Matter of Maxwell X. Colbv - D-209-17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Denied:

Matter of Ainagul Zhalgasbaevna Alimanova NKA Ainagul Wilkinson - D-212-17



Resignation While Investigation/Proceeding is Pending (22 NYCRR) §1240.10

Disbarment:

Matter of Jerrold William Bartman - D-208-17

Resignation for NondiscipHnary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Thomas Justin Moore HI - D-207-17 
Matter of Daniel Michael Rosales - D-206-17 
Matter of Denise Incorvaia Mroz - D-205-17

Decided and Entered: December 14, 2017

Disbarment After Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(b)

Disbarment:

Matter of Richard Croak - D-204-17

Serious Crime Conviction (22 NYCRR) §1240.12

Disbarment:

Matter of Anthony Hernandez - D-203-17

Decided and Entered: November 22, 2017

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8

Disbarment:

Matter of James John Hennessey Jr. - D-201-17

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Disbarment:

Matter of Paul S. Bialobrzeski - D-202-17

Decided and Entered: November 16. 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Suspension:

Matter of Walter Patrick Tambolini - D-200-17

Resignation for NondiscipUnary' Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)





Decided and Entered: October 12, 2017

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a)

Suspension:

Matter of Brian P. Farley - D-185-17 
Matter of Richard T. DiStefano - D-184-17

Decided and Entered: October 5, 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Censure:

Matter of Jeffrey Sanford Kaufman Jr. - D-183-17

Decided and Entered: September 28, 2017

Motion for Re-argument of Disbarment

Denied:

Matter of Vito Torchia. Jr.- -D-181-17

Resignation for NondiscipUnary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Andrew Joseph Welz - D-182-17 
Matter of Henrv Paul Butehom - D-180-17

Decided and Entered: September 21, 2017

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Granted:

Matter of Mara Rita Timourian - D-179-17 
Matter of Thomas Clark Squires - D-178-17

Decided and Entered: September 14, 2017

Resignation for NondiscipUnary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22 (a)

Granted:

Matter of Christopher Peter Montville - D-177-17 
Matter of Christopher Sean Mahoney - D-176-17 
Matter of Roman David Bretschner - D-175-17 
Matter of Alan Michael Taboada - D-174-17 
Matter of Travis Hugh Mallen - D-172-17



Matter of Thomas William Cusimano Jr. - D-171 -17 
Matter of David Wayne Beehler - D-170-17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Denied:

Matter of Joseph Owen Sullivan - D-173-17

Decided and Entered: August 31, 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Disbarment:

Matter of Jeffrey William Butcher - D-169-17

Decided and Entered: August 24, 2017

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Granted:

Matter of Nehru R. Nelson - D-168-17

Decided and Entered: August 17, 2017

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Granted:

Matter of Danielle Renee Grootenboer - D-167-17

Decided and Entered: August 10, 2017

Felony Conviction (22 NYCRR) §1240.12

Disbarment:

Matter of Robert William Tecler - D-160-17

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Censure:

Matter of Larry Scott Loigman - D-166-17



Suspension:

Matter of Antonio Aquia - D-157-17

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Timothy Sullivan Wachter - D-165-17 
Matter of William Patrick Silk - D-164-17 
Matter of Mary Elizabeth O'Neill - D-163-17 
Matter of Jefferson Sormiun Yi - D-162-17 
Matter of John Paul Wappett - D-161 -17 
Matter of Alan E. Steiner - D-159-17

Denied:

Matter of Sarah Downing Howard D-158-17

Decided and Entered: August 3, 2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary’ Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Vicki Vallen Hood - D-156-17 
Matter of Richard Albert Wilson - D-155-17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Denied:

Matter of Mark Adam Goldstein - D-154-17

Decided and Entered: July 27, 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Disbarment:

Matter of James Robert Carroll. Jr. - D-152-17

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22 (b)

Granted:

Matter of Stephen I. Lipman - D-153-17 
Matter of Scott Anthony Ruplimzer - D-151-17 
Matter of Lakevtria Windrav Felder - D-150-17



Decided and Entered: July 20, 2017

Disbarment After Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(b)

Disbarment:

Matter of John Harvey Nichols HI - D-146-17

Resignation for Nondiscipiinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Asimina-Manto Papaioannou - D-149-17

Denied:

Matter of Lunah Lloyd D'Mello - D-148-17 
Matter of Alan Michael Taboada - D-145-17 
Matter of Carmen Elyse Daugherty - D-144-17

Decided and Entered: July 13, 2017

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8

Censure:

Matter of Clemente J. Parente - D-141 -17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Denied:

Matter of Alexandre Georges Verhevden - D-143-17
Matter of Brennan Peter Smith - D-142-17
Matter of Florida Kabasinga - D-135-17
Matter of Cynthia Loraine Huizhes-Hardawav - D-134-17
Matter of Miguel Enriquez - D-132-17

Resignation for Nondiscipiinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Sonia Graciela Martinez - D-140-17 
Matter of Jerome Michael Maiatico - D-139-17 
Matter of Ronni Ellen Leibowitz - D-138-17 
Matter of Diana Jacobs Lee - D-137-17 
Matter of David Joseph Lanphier - D-136-17 
Matter of Allison Fulton - D-133-17 
Matter of Sara Coury Eagan - D-131 -17 
Matter of James Joseph Becker - D-130-17



Decided and Entered: June 29, 2017

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a)

Suspension:

Matter of Scott Lee Reynolds - D-129-17 
Matter of Christopher Cram Humphrey - D-127-17

Resignation for NondiscipUnary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Sean Edward Oumlev - D-128-17 
Matter of Mary Margaret Cobb - D-126-17 
Matter of William L. Brown - D-125-17

Decided and Entered: June 15, 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Disbarment:

Matter of Vito Torchia Jr. - D-110-17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Granted:

Matter of Andrew John Waghom - D-124-17 
Matter of Chao An Tsai - D-123-17 
Matter of Suzanne Billy Sutton - D-122-17 
Matter of Tremain Lee Stanley - D-121 -17 
Matter of Nicole G. Price - D-120-17 
Matter of Juan Carlos Palau - D-119-17 
Matter of Holly A. Nelson - D-117-17 
Matter of Lvnsev E. M. Hotchkies - D-116-17 
Matter of Deborah Ann Hochhauser - D-l 15-17 
Matter of David J. Craven - D-l 13-17 
Matter of Jeffrey Thomas Camev - D-l 12-17 
Matter of Peter Aliev - D-l 11-17

Denied:

Matter of Rochelle F. Qstroskev - D-l 18-17 
Matter of Mark Andrew Harris - D-l 14-17

Decided and Entered: June 8, 2017

Resignation for NondiscipUnary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:



Matter of Ivy L. Kushner- D-109-17 
Matter of Jane Marie Hanson - D-108-17 
Matter of Erza Saul Greenberg - D-107-17 
Matter of Jeffrey Jay Friedland - D-106-17 
Matter of Jennifer Nicole Burke - D-104-17

Denied:

Matter of Christopher David Dize - D-105-17

Decided and Entered: June 1,2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Harold R. Weisbaum - D-103-17 
Matter of Arien Jan Tillema - D-102-17 
Matter Rebecca Liane Taibleson - D-101-17 
Matter of Cort Alan Neimark - D-100-17 
Matter of John C. Mott - D-99-17 
Matter of Gregory Kurt Lawrence - D-98-17 
Matter of Zachary Neil Eddington - D-97-17 
Matter of Carol Ann DiBattiste -D-96-17 
Matter of Darin Matthew Dalmat - D-95-17 
Matter of Steven Aaron Berliner - D-94-17 
Matter of Brian Joseph Beatus -D-93-17 
Matter of Marcus Pierce Almond - D-92-17

Decided and Entered: May 25, 2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Kathleen Lynch Powell - D-90-17 
Matter of Glenn Alan Jarrett - D-88-17 
Matter of Sarah Elizabeth Hudleston - D-87-17 
Matter of Dustin Thomas Clark - D-84-17

Denied:

Matter of Edward J. Wilson - D-91-17 
Matter of Dana Lvnn Kaplan - D-89-17 
Matter of Allison Fulton - D-86-17 
Matter of Kathleen Marie Creamer - D-85-17 
Matter of William L. Brown - D-83-17



Decided and Entered: May 18, 2017

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8

Censure:

Matter of Stephen L. Rockmacher - D-68-17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Granted:

Matter of Goldie C. Sommer - D-69-17

Denied:

Matter of Mark Edelstein - D-70-17

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of George B. Waldron - D-82-17 
Matter of John Joseph Scura - D-81-17 
Matter of Joseph S. Preziosi - D-80-17 
Matter of John Kent Northrop - D-79-17 
Matter of Michael James Nearv - D-78-17 
Matter of Andrew J. Murray - D-77-17 
Matter of Kathleen J. Masterton - D-76-17 
Matter of Michael Craig Martin II - D-75-17 
Matter of David S. Finkler - D-74-17 
Matter of Jeremv Daniel Knee - D-73-17 
Matter of Peter W. Kenny - D-72-17 
Matter of Joseph M. Brunner - D-71-17

Decided and Entered: May 11, 2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary' Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Nuno Michel Schmid - D-67-17 
Matter of Rebecca Scout Richters - D-66-17 
Matter of Denise Michele O'Connell - D-65-17 
Matter of Samir Kaushal - D-64-17 
Matter of David Lawrence Ganie - D-63-17 
Matter of Claudia Beatriz Flores - D-62-17 
Matter of Stacey Leigh Caulk - D-61-17 
Matter of Daniel Richard Brown - D-60-17 
Matter of Elijah Packard Breslev - D-59-17 
Matter of Renan Bavati - D-58-17



Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Suspension:

Matter of Fincourt B. Shelton - D-57-17

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Denied:

Matter of Leonard W. Krouner - D-56-17

Decided and Entered: April 13, 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Suspension:

Matter of Jing Tan - D-55-17

Motion to Set Aside Suspension Order
Denied:

Matter of Leon R. Koziol - D-54-17

Decided and Entered: April 6, 2017

Disciplinary Proceeding (22 NYCRR) §1240.8

Censure:

Matter of Robert J. Krzvs - D-53-17

Suspension:

Matter of Regina L. Blasdell - D-52-17

Decided and Entered: March 30, 2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Kathleen Courtenay Stone - D-51-17 
Matter of Jane W. Freeman - D-50-17 
Matter of Robert J. Coan - D-49-17 
Matter of Elavne Carol Bryn - D-48-17 
Matter of David Joel Ben; - D-47-17



Decided and Entered: March 23, 2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of John Wharton Rain - D-44-17 
Matter of Gractia Sharpenberg Manning - D-43-17 
Matter of Avi Joshua Lipman - D-42-17 
Matter of Amanda L. Douvres - D-40-17 
Matter of Jonathan David Bennett - D-36-17

Denied:

Matter of Evan Nathaniel Turgeon - D-46-17 
Matter of Thomas Joseph Tierney - D-45-17 
Matter of Diana Jacobs Lee - D-41-17 
Matter of Roman David Bretschger - D-38-17 
Matter of Kiersten Lee Boyce - D-37-17

Interim Suspension (22 NYCRR) §1240.9(a)

Suspension:

Matter of Richard Croak - D-39-17

Decided and Entered: March 16, 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Censure:

Matter of Phyllis R. McCoy-Jacien - D-34-17

Motion for Termination of Stayed Suspension

Granted:

Matter of Matthew J. Sgambettera - D-35-17

Decided and Entered: March 9, 2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Richard E. Timbie - D-33-17 
Matter of Stvlianus Sinnis - D-32-17 
Matter of Alina Dawson Eldred - D-30-17 
Matter of Albert Hamilton Dib - D-29-17 
Matter of Brian David Cochran - D-28-17 
Matter of Dorothy Heisner Biorck - D-26-17



Denied:

Matter of Hubert Tae Lee - D-31-17 
Matter of Amanda Lvnn Cluff - D-27-17

Decided and Entered: March 2, 2017

Resignation for NondiscipUnary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Whitney Renee Travis - D-25-17 
Matter of Mark William Shiner - D-24-17 
Matter of Amv Sarah Gwiazda - D-23-17 
Matter of Adam Garrett Gutbezahl - D-22-17 
Matter of Jared Morgan Galanis - D-21-17 
Matter of Xiaofeng Da - D-20-17

Decided and Entered: February 17, 2017

Foreign Discipline (22 NYCRR) §1240.13

Disbarment:

Matter of Jose W. Vega - D-19-17

Decided and Entered: February 16, 2017

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16

Denied:

Matter of Matthew S. Hogan - D-18-17

Decided and Entered: February' 2, 2017

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16

Granted:

Matter of Ji Sun Shin - D-17-17

Decided and Entered: January 26, 2017

Motion for Modification of Suspension Order

Denied:

Matter of Caspar M. Castillo - D-16-17



Decided and Entered: January 19, 2017

Resignation for Nondisciplinary Reasons (22 NYCRR) §1240.22(a)

Granted:

Matter of Katherine A. Suplee - D-14-17 
Matter of Bruce A. Seidman - D-13-17 
Matter of Thomas Michael Phelan - D-12-17 
Matter of Barrett Revhan Me Vary - D-l 1-17 
Matter of Kevin Mason McGowen - D-l 0-17 
Matter of Francis D. Mackin - D-9-17 
Matter of Donald Neal Lamson - D-8-17 
Matter of Mandv Huay-Yi Hu - D-7-17 
Matter of William Franklin Howard - D-6-17 
Matter of Christophe de Kalbermatten - D-3-17

Denied:

Matter of James P. Winston - D-15-17 
Matter of Jane Marie Hanson - D-5-17 
Matter of Gloria Heidi Frank - D-4-17 
Matter of Margaret Alice Bomba - D-2-17

Decided and Entered: January 12, 2017

Reinstatement (22 NYCRR) §1240.16(a)

Granted:

Matter of All Ebrahimzadeh - D-1 -17





































































UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
 
 PERIOD COVERED (01-01-2017 to 12-31-2017) 
 
5TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT      FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
  

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period 
 

142 
 

  
B. New Matters During Period 

 
481  

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period 
 

5  
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C) 

 
 

 
628  

E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period 
 

513  
F. Matters Pending at End of Period 

 
115 

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:        Cases**   Matters 
  

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint 
 

231 
 
 

 
256  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees 
 

34 
 
 

 
36  

C. Referred to Other Agencies 
 

1 
 
 

 
1  

D. Dismissed or Withdrawn  
 

98 
 
 

 
122  

E. Dismissed through Mediation  
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

F. Letter of Advisement 
 

44 
 
 

 
59  

G. Letter of Admonition 
 

7 
 
 

 
14  

H. Admonition (or Reprimand) 
 

 
 
 

 
  

I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.) 
 

17 
 
 

 
25  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above) 
 

432 
 
 

 
513 

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
  

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period 
 

 
 

21  
1. Disciplinary Proceedings 

 
5 

 
  

2. Other 
 

16 
 

  
B. Cases Received During Period 

 
 

 
17  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings   
 

9 
 

  
2. Other 

 
8  

C. Total to be Processed During Period 
 

 
 

38 



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
  

D. Cases Closed 
 

 
 
  

1. Disbarred 
 

1 
 
  

2. Disciplinary Resignations 
 

1 
 
  

3. Suspended*** 
 

11 
 
  

4. Censured 
 

1 
 
  

5. Privately Censured 
 

0 
 
  

6. Remanded to Grievance Committee 
 

1 
 
  

7. Discontinued 
 

2 
 
  

8. Dismissed 
 

2 
 
  

9. Reinstatements Granted 
 

1 
 
  

10. Reinstatements Denied 
 

1 
 
  

11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations 
 

1 
 
  

12. All Other Dispositions 
 

2 
 
  

13. Total closed 
 

24 
 
 

  
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period 

 
14 

 
  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings 
 

10 
 
  

2. Other 
 

4 
 
 

 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of multiple 
complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 

 



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
 
 PERIOD COVERED (01-01-2017 to 12-31-2017) 
 
7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT      FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
  

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period 
 

95 
 

  
B. New Matters During Period 

 
632  

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period 
 

3  
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C) 

 
 

 
730  

E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period 
 

627  
F. Matters Pending at End of Period 

 
103 

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:        Cases**   Matters 
  

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint 
 

274 
 
 

 
383  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees 
 

47 
 
 

 
47  

C. Referred to Other Agencies 
 

1 
 
 

 
1  

D. Dismissed or Withdrawn  
 

114 
 
 

 
138  

E. Dismissed through Mediation  
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

F. Letter of Advisement 
 

25 
 
 

 
28  

G. Letter of Admonition 
 

8 
 
 

 
10  

H. Admonition (or Reprimand) 
 

 
 
 

 
  

I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.) 
 

17 
 
 

 
20  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above) 
 

486 
 
 

 
627 

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
  

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period 
 

 
 

30  
1. Disciplinary Proceedings 

 
7 

 
  

2. Other 
 

23 
 

  
B. Cases Received During Period 

 
 

 
17  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings   
 

3 
 

  
2. Other 

 
14  

C. Total to be Processed During Period 
 

 
 

47 



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
  

D. Cases Closed 
 

 
 
  

1. Disbarred 
 

0 
 
  

2. Disciplinary Resignations 
 

1 
 
  

3. Suspended*** 
 

13 
 
  

4. Censured 
 

0 
 
  

5. Privately Censured 
 

0 
 
  

6. Remanded to Grievance Committee 
 

2 
 
  

7. Discontinued 
 

7 
 
  

8. Dismissed 
 

1 
 
  

9. Reinstatements Granted 
 

2 
 
  

10. Reinstatements Denied 
 

0 
 
  

11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations 
 

5 
 
  

12. All Other Dispositions 
 

2 
 
  

13. Total closed 
 

33 
 
 

  
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period 

 
14 

 
  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings 
 

8 
 
  

2. Other 
 

6 
 
 

 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of multiple 
complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 

 



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
 
 PERIOD COVERED (01-01-2017 to 12-31-2017) 
 
8TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT      FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
  

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period 
 

138 
 

  
B. New Matters During Period 

 
612  

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period 
 

10  
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C) 

 
 

 
760  

E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period 
 

575  
F. Matters Pending at End of Period 

 
185 

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:        Cases**   Matters 
  

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint 
 

270 
 
 

 
300  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees 
 

25 
 
 

 
25  

C. Referred to Other Agencies 
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

D. Dismissed or Withdrawn  
 

137 
 
 

 
151  

E. Dismissed through Mediation  
 

0 
 
 

 
0  

F. Letter of Advisement 
 

40 
 
 

 
50  

G. Letter of Admonition 
 

6 
 
 

 
10  

H. Admonition (or Reprimand) 
 

 
 
 

 
  

I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.) 
 

16 
 
 

 
39  

 
 

 
 
 

 
  

Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above) 
 

494 
 
 

 
575 

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
  

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period 
 

 
 

61  
1. Disciplinary Proceedings 

 
4 

 
  

2. Other 
 

57 
 

  
B. Cases Received During Period 

 
 

 
16  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings   
 

4 
 

  
2. Other 

 
12  

C. Total to be Processed During Period 
 

 
 

77 



UCS-176 Rev. 01/03 
 
 ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
  

D. Cases Closed 
 

 
 
  

1. Disbarred 
 

0 
 
  

2. Disciplinary Resignations 
 

0 
 
  

3. Suspended*** 
 

53 
 
  

4. Censured 
 

1 
 
  

5. Privately Censured 
 

0 
 
  

6. Remanded to Grievance Committee 
 

0 
 
  

7. Discontinued 
 

9 
 
  

8. Dismissed 
 

1 
 
  

9. Reinstatements Granted 
 

0 
 
  

10. Reinstatements Denied 
 

0 
 
  

11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations 
 

4 
 
  

12. All Other Dispositions 
 

0 
 
  

13. Total closed 
 

68 
 
 

  
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period 

 
9 

 
  

1. Disciplinary Proceedings 
 

4 
 
  

2. Other 
 

5 
 
 

 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of multiple 
complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 

 



ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 
FOURTH JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 

PERIOD COVERED: 1/01/17 - 12/31/17 
 
 

FIFTH, SEVENTH, AND EIGHTH DISTRICTS 
 

 
I. MATTERS PROCESSED:* 
 

A. Matters Pending at Start of Period       375    
 B. New Matters During Period      1725     

C. Closed Matters Reactivated During Period        18    
D. Total Matters to be Processed During Period (A+B+C)    2118   

  
E. Total Matters Disposed of During Period     1715   
F. Matters Pending at End of Period        403   

 
II. MATTERS DISPOSED OF BY COMMITTEE:              Cases**        
Matters 
 

A. Rejected as Failing to State a Complaint      775    
 939  

B. Referred to Other Disciplinary Committees      106        108   
C. Referred to Other Agencies            2    

     2    
D. Dismissed or Withdrawn        349          411  

    E. Dismissed through Mediation           0         0  
F. Letter of Advisement                    109         

      137 
G. Letter of Admonition           21            34  
H. Admonition (or Reprimand)                           

        
I. Referred to Appellate Division (Disc. Proc.)          50           84  

 
Total Disposed of During Period (same as I.E above)   1412          

 
1715   

 
III. CASES PROCESSED IN ALL COURTS:** 
 

A. Cases Pending at Start of Period        112 
 

1. Disciplinary Proceedings         16     
2. Other                       96  



 
B. Cases Received During Period          50   

 
1. Disciplinary Proceedings         16   
2. Other            34  

 
C. Total to be Processed During Period         162  

 
ATTORNEY DISCIPLINARY ACTIVITIES 

FOURTH JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT 
PERIOD COVERED: 1/01/17 - 12/31/17 

 
D. Cases Closed 

 
1. Disbarred           1     
2. Disciplinary Resignations         2      
3. Suspended***        77      
4. Censured           2     
5. Privately Censured          0     
6. Remanded to Grievance Committee        3    
7. Discontinued         18    
8. Dismissed           4     
9. Reinstatements Granted         3         
10. Reinstatements Denied         1     
11. Non-Disciplinary Resignations       10     
12. All Other Dispositions         4      
13. Total closed        125                  

             
E. Total Cases Pending at End of Period      37     

 
1. Disciplinary Proceedings       22      
2. Other          15     

 
 
 
 
For the purposes of this report, the term "Matter" includes the following: 
 
 1. Complaints 
 2. Inquiries (Excluding telephone inquiries) 
 3. Sua Sponte investigations 
 
* Matters represents individual complaints and inquiries. 
 
** Cases refers to the number of respondent/attorneys.  As some attorneys are the subject of 



multiple complaints, the number of matters may exceed the number of cases. 
 
*** Includes definite, interim and indefinite suspensions. 
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 FOURTH DEPARTMENT 
 (Fifth Judicial District) 
 
     Attorney   Disposition                     Summary of Charges 
 
Stefan D. Berg    Disbarred      Rule 1.3(a) - failing to act with reasonable 
150 AD3d 9                                                      diligence and promptness in 
representing 
3/31/17                                                       a client; Rule 1.3(b) - 
neglecting a legal 

matter entrusted to him; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - 
failing to comply in a prompt manner with a 
client’s reasonable requests for information; 
Rule 8.4(c)- engaging in conduct involving 
dishonesty, fraud, deceit or 
misrepresentation; Rule 8.4(d) - engaging in 
conduct that is prejudicial to the 
administration of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - 
engaging in conduct that adversely reflects 
on his fitness as a lawyer. 

 
Aaron C. Bertram  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Diana G. Cunningham Suspended Six Rule 1.3(b) - neglecting a legal matter  
149 AD3d 199  Months Effective entrusted to her; Rule 1.4(a)(3) - failing to  
3/24/17   9/7/16   keep a client reasonably informed about the 

status of a matter; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - failing to 
comply in a prompt manner with a client’s 
reasonable request for information; Rule 
8.4(d) - engaging in conduct that is 
prejudicial to the administration of justice; 
and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging in conduct that 
adversely reflects on her fitness as a lawyer. 

 
Diana G. Cunningham Reinstated   
149 AD3d 1624 
4/11/17 
 
John J. Daly   Suspended     Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR  
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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Frederick C. Gallagher Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Jacqueline B. Jones  Interim   Judiciary Law §90(4)(f) 
155 AD3d 1609  Suspension 
10/25/17 
 
Jose Mari Causing Lozada Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Ashley B. Purdy  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
William B. Rosbrook  Disbarred  §1240.10(c) 
153 AD3d 1135  (Resigned) 
8/16/17 
 
Bertel HX Schmidt  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Frank B. Scibilia  Censured           Rule 1.4(a)(3) - failing to keep a client     
153 AD3d 265                           reasonably informed about 
the status of a  
7/31/17      matter; Rule 1.16(d) - withdrawing from 

employment without obtaining from a 
tribunal the permission required under the 
rules of the tribunal; and Rule 8.4(d) - 
engaging in conduct that is prejudicial to the 
administration of justice. 

 
Brian F. Shaw   Suspended  Rule 1.3(a) - failing to act with reasonable 
152 AD3d 32   Two Years  diligence and promptness in representing a 
6/09/17      client; Rule 1.3(b) - neglecting a legal matter 

entrusted to him; Rule 1.4(a) (3) - failing to 
keep a client reasonably informed about the 
status of a matter; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - failing to 
comply in a prompt manner with a client’s 
reasonable requests for information; Rule 
8.4(d) - engaging in conduct that is 
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prejudicial to the administration of justice; 
and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging in conduct that 
adversely reflects on his fitness as a lawyer. 

 
Kevin E. Smith  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
Scott M. Smith  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Aaron M. Streit  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a; and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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 (Seventh Judicial District) 
 
     Attorney   Disposition                     Summary of Charges 
 
Jeanne Lucille Asseng Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23                                         118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Terrence Brown-Steiner Disbarred  22 NYCRR §1240.10 

155 AD3d 1608  (Resigned) 

10/24/17 

 

Hynn T. Choi      Suspended                  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
        

152 AD3d 23                 118.1 
6/09/17 
                   

Chyrel N. Hall         Interim    22 NYCRR §1240.9               

            

156 AD3d 1492  Suspension                                              

12/05/17       

 

Thomas A. Healy     Suspended   Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR       

     

152 AD3d 23                                        118.1              

  

6/09/17        

 

Mark Robert McGrath    Reinstated   

153 AD3d 1673 

9/12/17  

 

Clara Michiko Ooyama  Suspended                   Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 

NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23                  118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Antoun James Sakr   Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

153 AD3d 23               118.1 

6/09/17                   
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Martin J. Schank    Suspended   22 NYCRR 1200.1: Rule 5.5(a) - practicing 

152 AD3d 39    Three Years  law in a jurisdiction in violation of the  

6/09/17      regulation of the legal profession in that  

jurisdiction; Rule 8.4(c) - engaging in conduct 

involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, or 

misrepresentation; Rule 8.4(d) - engaging in 

conduct that is prejudicial to the administration 

of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging in 

conduct that adversely reflects on his fitness as 

a lawyer. 

 

Stefanie Bishop Traub Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17   

 

John C. Wallen  Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

David Paul Weinstein Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Leslie Anne Weise  Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Richard T. Welch  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Keith D. Williams  Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 

 

Dereck Allyn Wischmeyer Suspended  Judiciary law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 

152 AD3d 23      118.1 

6/09/17 
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Shaqurah G. Zachery  Reinstated   

149 AD3d 1624 

4/11/17 
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 (Eighth Judicial District) 
 
     Attorney   Disposition                     Summary of Charges 
 
Richard Alan Ascher  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Mary Casey Battis  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Cheryl Sybil Rene Boykin Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
James David Brenner  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Gwennor L. Carr  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Edward L. Chassin  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Suzanne E. Cieslica  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Antoinette Sarah Clay Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Daniel Jay Cohen  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Randi E. Cohen Brown Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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Donald F. Cole  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
LaTasha D. Crutcher  Supended  22 NYCRR 1200.0: Rule 1.3(a) - failing to 
153 AD3d 268  Three Years  act with reasonable diligence and prompt- 
7/31/17      ness in representing a client; Rule 1.3(b) - 

neglecting a legal matter entrusted to her; 
Rule 1.4(a) (3) - failing to keep a client 
reasonably informed about the status of a 
matter; Rule 1.4(a)(4) - failing to comply 
promptly with a client’s reasonable requests 
for information; Rule 1.5(d)(2) - entering 
into an arrangement for, charging or 
collecting a fee prohibited by law or rule of 
court; Rule 1.5(d)(5(ii) - entering into an 
arrangement for, charging or collecting a fee 
in a domestic relations matter without a 
written retainer agreement signed by the 
respondent and the client setting forth in 
plain language the nature of the relationship 
and the details of the fee arrangement; Rule 
1.5(e) - failing to provide a prospective 
client in a domestic relations matter with a 
statement of client’s rights and 
responsibilities; Rule 1.15(a) - commingling 
client funds with personal funds; Rule 
1.15(b)(2) - failing to identify her trust 
account as an “attorney special account,” 
“attorney trust account,” or “attorney escrow 
account”; Rule 1.15(d)(1) - failing to 
maintain for seven years required 
bookkeeping records, including records of 
all deposits and withdrawals from any bank 
account concerning or affecting her practice 
of law and records showing the source and 
amounts of all funds deposited into, or 
disbursed from, any such account; Rule 
1.15(e) - making withdrawals from a special 
account by a method other than either a 
check payable to a named payee or a bank 
transfer to a named payee upon the prior 
written approval of the party entitled to the 
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proceeds; Rule 1.15(I) - failing to make 
available to the Grievance Committee 
financial records required to be maintained; 
Rule 1.16(e) - failing to refund promptly any 
part of a fee paid in advance that has not 
been earned; Rule 8.4(b) - engaging in 
illegal conduct that adversely reflects on her 
fitness as a lawyer; Rule 8.4(c) - engaging in 
conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit, 
or misrepresentation; rule 8.4(d) - engaging 
in conduct that is prejudicial to the 
administration of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - 
engaging in conduct that adversely reflects 
on her fitness as a lawyer; 22 NYCRR 
1215.1 - failing to provide to a client, within 
a reasonable period of time, a letter of 
engagement setting forth an explanation of 
the scope of the legal services to be 
provided, as well as an explanation of the 
attorney’s fees to be charged, expenses, and 
billing practices; 22 NYCRR 1400.2 - 
failing to provide to a client in a domestic 
relations matter itemized billing statements 
at 60-day intervals. 

 
Deborah Dubois Davis Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Kimberly Duffin Ehlers Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
Thomas J. Fendick  Interim   Judiciary Law §90(4)(f) 
155 AD3d 1609  Suspension   
10/25/17 
 
Brian P. Fitzgerald  Censured   DR1-102(a)(7) and Rule 8.4(h) - engaging 
149 AD3d 267                In conduct that adversely reflects on his 
3/27/17      fitness as a lawyer; and DR5-103(B) and 

Rule 1.8(e) - advancing or guaranteeing 
financial assistance to a client while 
representing the client in connection with 
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contemplated or pending litigation when the 
client is not indigent and the financial 
assistance does not constitute the expenses 
or litigation for which the client remains 
ultimately liable. 

 
John Theodore Flattery Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Avram A. Glazer  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Robert M. Goldstein  Interim  22 NYCRR §1240.13 
156 AD3d 1492  Suspension  
12/05/17 

 
Michael A. Gould  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Frederick William Gray Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
William G. Hamilton  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Brendan Crull Hand  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
J. Scott Hargis  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Scott F. Harley  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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James Grant Hayden  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Kathleen A. Homer  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Eric Nord Hoover  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17  
 
Adam Phillip Jason  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Christopher A. Johnson Suspended            22 NYCRR 1200.: Rule 8.4(d) - 

engaging in  
149 AD3d 124             Three Years    conduct that is prejudicial to the  
3/24/17      administration of justice; and Rule 8.4(h) - 

engaging in conduct that adversely reflects 
on his fitness as a lawyer; Judiciary Law 
§468-a and 22 NYCRR 118.1 - failing to 
comply with attorney registration 
requirements. 

 
Kevin Ralph Kelly  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Sarah Elizabeth Knieser Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Mary Anne Kolb  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Jeanie Konstantinou  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
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Ryan Maclean  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Marcie Jan Mason  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Allan Michael McCombs Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Mark Robert McGrath Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Rachelle Suzanne Mercier Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Deborah A. Moon  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Joan Ann Oko  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Elizabeth Iverson Pacher Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Michelle Anne Petrotta Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Scott D. Rodman  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Nicholas Rowntree  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
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6/09/17 
Stanley Robert Rudin  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 

 
Anthony S. Santaro, Jr. Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Sarah Falk Schofield  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Ellen J. Schwanebeck  Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Patricia Jennings Starr Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Edward R. Thiel  Interim  22 NYCRR §1240.9 
153 AD3d 1673  Suspension   
9/12/17 

 
Eric L. Valby   Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118. 
6/09/17 
 
Alva C. West   Suspended  Judiciary Law §468-a and 22 NYCRR 
152 AD3d 23      118.1 
6/09/17 
 
Roger W. Wilcox  Suspended  22 NYCRR 1240.14(b) 
151 AD3d 1781 
5/23/17 
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 DISTRICT GRIEVANCE COMMITTEES 

 
Grievance Committee for the 5th Judicial District     
 
Joseph E. Lamendola, Chair    Nicholas A. Macri 
Christopher R. Bray     Timothy M. McClusky 
Victoria M. Celia*                 Edward Z. Menkin 
Julie Grow Denton        C. Andrew Pappas 
Matthew R. Dunn         Christina Reilly 
Paula M. Engel         Thomas A. Reynolds 
Donald R. Gerace          Ramon E. Rivera 
Robert M. Germain       Vincent J. Rossi 
Loretta R. Kilpatrick                 William P. Schultz* 
John J. Kirwan, Jr.*      Howard J. Woronov 
           Michael F. Young 

                
Grievance Committee for the 7th Judicial District 
 
Heidi Schult Gregory, Chair     Mary Walpole Lightsey  
Betsy L. Album           Steven V. Modica          
Peter H. Baker         Vincent M. Moyer       
Alexandra Burkett        Eugene M. O’Connor    
Bradley Calkins*         Stephen R. Ricci    
V. Bruce Chambers        Leon T. Sawyko       
Thomas L. Chapple     Brian C. Schu        
Norman J. Chirco     Dennis F. Sedor   
Michael Cobbs                       Mark Siwiec*       
Susan Kramarsky*        John E. Tyo            
                          Kevin G. Van Allen 
 
Grievance Committee for the 8th Judicial District 
 
Mark R. McNamara, Chair       Morris L. Horwitz 
Ursuline Bankhead*       Carolyn Ruth Kellogg 
Lauren E. Breen          Ethan M. Lyle         
Francis X. Carroll         Joseph A. Matteliano 
Louis J. Cercone, Jr.*           Elizabeth M. Midgley       
Tasha Dandridge-Richburg    William M. Paterson*    
Peter J. Degnan         David M. Roach          
John J. DelMonte                      Richard B. Scott  
Lyle T. Hajdu                        Betsy S. Steger         
Douglas M. Heath                Mary Ann E. Wiater           

            Ruth R. Wiseman 
 

* Lay Member   
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 PROFESSIONAL DISCIPLINARY STAFFS 
 
 
Grievance Committee for the 5th Judicial District  Gregory J. Huether, Chief Counsel 
224 Harrison Street, Suite 408    Anthony J. Gigliotti, Principal Counsel 
Syracuse, NY 13202      Mary E. Gasparini, Principal Counsel 
(315) 401-3344      Maureen T. Kissane, Associate Counsel 

Sheryl M. Crankshaw, Investigator        
Deborah A. Cole, Assistant Court Analyst 

 
Grievance Committee for the 7th Judicial District  Gregory J. Huether, Chief Counsel 
50 East Avenue, Suite 404     Daniel A. Drake, Principal Counsel 
Rochester, NY 14604      Andrea E. Tomaino, Principal Counsel  
(585) 530-3180      Kelly A. Page, Investigator  

Karen C. Malbone, Secretary  
 
Grievance Committee for the 8th Judicial District  Gregory J. Huether, Chief Counsel 
438 Main Street, Suite 800     Roderick Quebral, Principal Counsel 
Buffalo, NY 14202      Margaret C. Callanan, Principal Counsel    
(716) 845-3630      Guy C. Giancarlo, Associate Counsel  

Mary E. Davis, Investigator 
        Carolyn M. Stachura, Investigator 

Craig E. Semple, Investigator 
Anna M. Hunt, Senior Court Analyst 
Carol A. Cherry, Assistant Court Analyst 
Cindy L. Pietz, Assistant Court Analyst 
Kathleen J. Kasperek, Secretary  
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